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Summary of the Second International Conference
on Ancient Bronze Drums and Bronze Cultures in

Southern China and Southeast Asia
(Abstract)

Secretariat of China Ancient Bronze Drums Research Institute

The Second International Conference on Ancient Bronze Drums and Bronze Cultures in
Southern China and Southeast Asia was held in Nanning on Oct. 16-20,1991. Attending the
conference were 78 scholars from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangxi, Yunnan, Guizhou, Sichuan,
Guangdong . Hainan, Jiangsu. Henan. Shaanxi. Shanxi provinces and municipalities Taiwan
and Hong Kong regions . as well as France, Australia. Thailand. Laos and Japan. 74 aca-
demic papers were submitted. among them 31 were read out in the conference. For this con-
ference. the Musc:.im of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region had revised and replenished
"The Exhibitions of Ancient Bronze Drums"; edited and published " Atlas of Bronze Drums
in Guangxi”. During the conference, delegates visited " The Exhibition of Ancient Bronze
Drums", the National Cultural Relic Garden; watched video tapes entitled ” Bronze Drums
Used by Contemporary Nationalities” and " Beiliu Type Bronze Drum and the Tongshiling
Site”. Delegates also appreciated the Bronze Drums Concerts specially performed by Guangxi
Bronze Drums Art -Enscmble. On a special trip. they investigated the rock art of Huashan in

Ningming County.

The main topics for discussion were: 1. Ancient Bronze Drums; 2. Bronze Culturs of
Southern China and Southeast Asia; 3. Nationalities and Societies of Southern China and
Southeast Asia in the Bronze Age. The discussion covered a wide range of tapics on bronze

drums and their related problems which outdid their predecessots.

There were more than 30 academic papers which directly dealt with the study of bronze
drums. The discussion of the traditional topics on classification, dating. decoration. func-

tion and ethnic affiliation of bronze drums, continued in the conference.

" A Preliminary Discussion on the Common Origin &. Different Evolution of Bronze
Drums and Bronze Tripod” written by Hou Fangyuc again negated the views taking chunyu
or leather drum as the origin of bronze drum and suggested its origination from ceramic ket-
tle. On the classification of bronze drums. Zhang Zhenggi, in his paper entitled "The Rela-
tion between Wanjiaba Type Bronze Drum &. Shizhaishan Type Bronze Drum”, pointed out
that the Wanjiaba Type Bronze Drum & Shizhaishan Type Bronze Drums were of different
systems, each had its own independent development. Thus, he challenged the view of most
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scholars who suggested that Shizhaishan T ype Bronze Drums were derived from the Wanjia-
ba Type. In his paper "On Two Groups of Heger 1 Type Bronze Drums”, Japanese scholar
Keiji Imammura considered that there were two groups within the bronze drums of Heger 1

Type, i.e. , Shizhaishan group and Dongson group.

In the study of decoration of bronze drums ,Li Weiging pointed out in his paper: "The
Figurative Designs on the Ancient Bronze Drums” . the development of figurative designs on
ancient bronze drums had experienced 3 stages, namesly: rudimentary stage, mature stage
and variation stage. In rudimentary stage, decors were sketchy & simple; whereas in mature
stage, dexterous & rich; in variation stage, splendid & weird. Zhuang Lilun in his” A Pre-
liminary Discourse on the Development of the Decorative Art of Ancient Bronze Drums in
Southeast Asia” divided the development of decorative art of bronze drums into 4 periods, i.
€. ; childhood, youthhood, middie-aged, and late. Then he elaborated the rule of their de-
velopment. Chen Ligiong in her ” An Investigation on the Decorative Patterns on Majiang
Type Bronze Drums” made comprehensive comments on the decorative patterns of Majiang
Type Bronze Drums.” A Thematic Study of the Frog Statues of Lingshan Type Bronze
Drums” written by Yu Yonglian is an excellent paper in explaining the frog statue of Ling-
shan Type Bronze Drum. He took the frog statue of Lingshan Type bronze drums as the
commom beaer of the totem culture, reproduction culture & witcheraft culture. The frog
statues posted in an eminent position on the tympanum of bronze drum showed that they
were closely related with totem's authority, preganacy by spiritual intercourse with the
totem, returned to totem after death, the protective functions of totem. Qui Ming in " A
Tentative Discourse on 'Frog Drums’' & Frog Patterns” enumerated & summarized all
bronze drums with frog statues, and located their distribution. In "A preliminary Reasearch
on Aesthetics of Plastic Artistry of Ancient Bronze Drums”, Chen Yuanzhang explained the
aesthetic consciousness of bronze drum casters judging from the appearance of bronze drums.
He said: "lIn its size and volume, the plastic artistry of bronze drums endeavoured to show a
sense of sublimity by its bulkiness and heaviness; while in its overall feeling, it emphasized a
sense of delicacy and elegance. It gives people a feeling of integrating sublimity with beauty,
strength with grace”. Zheng Chaoxiong, in his "Random Elaboration on the Aesthetic Char-
acteristics of Bronze Drums”, explained the form & decorative pattern of bronze drums in

view of their aesthetic characteristics.

- Some scholars expounded the decorative patterns & functions of bronze drums in terms
of religious ideology. Yi Xuezhong in his paper "An Approach to the Function of Ancient
Bronze Dnums as Tribal Drums F—— A New Thematic Study of Figutes on Bronze
Drums”, concluded that the multiangular patterns in the centre of bronze drums tympanum
represented a delicate combination of the sun, the tribe and the drum; bronze drums were
not only a symbaol of the sun & the tribe but also the object to which people offered sacrifice
and paid tribute. Huang Zengging in his paper "On Bronze Drums & Religious Sacrifice Of-
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fering" suggested that bronze drum was product of religion & an embodiment of the deities.
In his work "The Decorative Pattern of Bronze Drums & Legend” . He Yingde tried to inter-
pret the implication of decorative patterns on bronze drum in terms of legend. Jiang Tingyu
in his "The Function of Bronze Drums in Funeral” maintained that the usage of bronze drums
in funeral showed their all-round social function with focus on their widespread influences &

paramount sacredness.

Some Scholars investigated on particular drum. Nong Xuejian. in his thesis "A Study on
Guiping Lichun Drum” elaborated that the late Lengshuichong Type Bronze Drum was de-
rived from Lichun Drum and the like which was unearthed in Lichun., Guiping county.
Guangxi and characterized by its cartouch decorative pattern. Wang Zhenyong in his " A
Brief Textual Ressarch on Ngoc Lu Drum” considered that the Ngoe Lu Drum was not the
earlicast drum among the early Dongson Drums but a local variation under the influence of
Heger [ Type (Wangjiaba Type. Shizhaishan Type) & [ Type ( Lengshuichong Type
Drums). Hsio-Yen Shih. a scholar from Hong Kong introduced a bronze drum in her paper ”
An Unusual Bronze Drum", it was discovered in mainland China. acquired in Hong Kong
and now in private collection in New York. French scholar Amphay Dore introduced a bronze
drum found in a river in the province of Cham Passak in southern Laos. Bhujjong and
Natthapatra Chandavij from The Office of Fine Arts Department of Thailand introduced the

bronze drums in Thailand in different periods.

In his thesis "Bronze Drums & Hanging Coffin Burial” Chen Mingfang expounded the
relation between bronze drum and hanging coffin burial in a comprehensive way. In ”"The
Site of Bronze Drum & Goat Horn Knob Bell in Pubei County, Guangxi and 1ts Relation with
Shangang Site” . Huang Zongye explained the relation between bronze drums & the site of

Shangang.

The survey & study on the usage of bronze drum in contemporary nationalities attract
greater and greater attention in academic circle. In their paper; "The Relation Between Song
and Dance Scenes in Yi Bronze Drum & the Origin of Branze Drum” . Wu Bingpei and Wang
Mingliang . introduced how Yi people in Yunnan worshipped & treasured bronze drums. Yao
Nan in her "Bronze Drums of the Miao Nationality in Nandan” reported the results of her in-
vestigation on the usagc of bronze drums in Miao villages in Zhongbao. Nandan County.
Guangxi. Luo Kunxin investigated the Frog Festival of the Zhuang people in Hongshui River
Valley. In her paper  Bronze Drum & Frog Festival of Zhuang Nationality” . she specially
expounded the importance and function of bronze drum on Frog Festival of the Zhuang

naitonality.

Applying modern science and technology in the research of bronze drums . natural scien-
tists solved some problems which have perplexed the social science researchers for yeats.
10



opened up new frontier for the research of bronze drums. Li Shihong, Wan Fubin & Qiu
Zhonglun investigated the acoustic characteristics . alloy component, and outer characteristic
of Majiang Type Bronze Drums, presented a paper entitled "The second Discourse on Male
and Female Majiang T ype Bronze Drum®”. Wan Fubin and Zhao Huizi submitted a paper "Re-
search on the Lead Isotope of Majiang T ype Bronze Drum” and investigated the sources of
mineral ores of Majiang Type Bronze Drum, using the lead isotope ratio method. Zheng Zu
studied the fragments of ancient bronze drums in Guangxi,using modern testing technology ,
he proved that on the surface of these bronze drums thete was a layer of anticorrosive paint.
He submitted a paper entitled "A Study of Anticorrosive Technology used on the Surface of

Ancient Bronze Drums in Guangxi.”

Thete was also over 20 thesis studying the social & natioanal aspects of Bronze Culture

of Sothern China & Southeast Asia in Bronze Age.

Du Naisong elaborated the characteristics of bronze wares in several kulturkreis in South
China, including those Dukedoms and areas of Chu, Wuyue, Baiyue, Bashu, Dian, etc and
their relations with the bronze culture of central China in Pre-Qin Period, in his paper "On
the Styles & Characteristics of Southern Bronze Wares in Pre-Qin Period”. In their paper *
The Chronological Study of the Bronze Culture in the Lower Reaches of Yangtze River & the
Reaons for Its Slow Development”, Jiang Zanchu and Zhang Bin pointed out that the devel-
opment of bronze culture in the lower reaches of Yangtze River had experienced 3 stages &
the reasons for its slow development. Shen Hui in his *A Tentative Research on the south-
ward Development of Shang Culture Down the South of the Fives Ridges"” suggested that the
Xiangjiang River Vailey was a passage way for the Shang people who came down south. The
Xiangjun (the Goddess of the Xiang River) and the Xiangfuren (The Lady of the Xiang
River) were in fact Goddess of Shang & Lady of Shang.

In refuting the view of denying the existence of bronze culture in south China in the Pré—
Qin Period. Yang Shiting expounded the discovery & distributions of bronze culture artifacts
in Guangdong & Guangxi in an all round way. affirmed the existence of bronze culture in the
south of the Five Ridges. His paper is " A Research on Pre-Qin Period Bronze Culture in
South China”. Huang Zhanyue dealt with the topology of the bronze wares of Nanyue state
in the Western Han Dynasty; investigated the inscriptions ; analysed the chemical compo-
nents & casting technique and suggested that in Pre-Qin Period, in South China, there had
been bronze metallurgical industry of its own, which had developed to certain extent in the
period of Nanyue State. ("On The Bronze Wares in Nanyue State”). In his paper “A Prelim-
inary Investigation on the Bronze Culture Graves in Guangxi & Their Related Problems” ,
Huang Yunzhong summarized the general characteristics of Graves dating from the Western
Zhou Dynesty to the Warring State Period. Lan Riyong in his " A Study of the Y ue Nationali-
ty Bronze Weaponry of the Pre-Qin Period in Guangxi” classified & made chronological study
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on the Pre-Qin bronze weaponry discovered to date in Guangxi. Clayton Bredt from Univer-
sity of Queensland, Australia. in his "South Chinese Weapons: Some Thoughts on interna-
tional Connections” dealt with cconomic & cultural exchanges in ancient Southern Asia in
terms of the comparative study of the ancient bronze weapons in South China. Some scholars
made microcosmic studies on individual bronze ware & put forward their original views. A-
mong them are Chen Wen in his " A Study of Bronze Mao” and Tang Wenyuan in his " A
Study of the Straight Handle Deep-Belly Cauldron for Cooking Ox”.

A lively air prevailed the whole conference. We are sure it would greatly promote the

study of ancient bronze drum & bronze culture in South China & Scuthecast Asia.
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