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The Dusty Drawer
BY H. M. MUHEIM

Norman Logan paid for his apple pie and coffee,
then carried his tray toward the front of the cafe-
teria, From a distance, he recognized the back of Wil-
liam Tritt’s large head, The tables near Tritt were
empty, and Logan had no desire to eat with him,
but they had some unfinished business that Logan
wanted to clear up. He stopped at Tritt’s table and
asked, “Do you mind if I join you?”

Tritt looked up as he always looked up from
inside his teller’s cage in the bank across the street,
He acted like a servant-like a fat, precise butler that
Logan used to see in movies-but behind the film of
obsequiousness was an attitude of vast superiority
that always set Logan on edge.

“Why, yes, Mr, Logan. Do sit down, Only please,
1 must ask you not to mention that two hundred dol~
lars again,”

“Well, we’ll see about that,” said Logan, pulling
out a chair and seating himself, “Rather late for
lunch, isn’t it9”
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“Oh, I've had lunch,” Tritt said, “This is justa
snack,” He cut a large piece of roast beef from the
slab in front of him and thrust it into his mouth,
“] don’t believe I've seen you all summer,” he added,
chewing the meat,

“] took a job upstate,” Logan said, “We were
trying to stop some kind of blight in the apple or-
chards,”

“Is that so?” Tritt looked like a concerned
bloodhound, 7

“1 Want’ed to do some reséarch out West,” Logan
went oh, “but I couldn’t get any fnoney from the
ﬁﬁiwersity,” :

“Youll be back for the new.term, won’t you?”

“Qh, yes,” Logan said with a sigh, “we begin a-
gain tomorrow,” He thought for a moment of the fresh-
man faces that would be looking up at him in the
lecture room, A bunch of high~strung, mechanical
New York City kids, pushed by their parents into
his botany class, They were brick-bound f)eople who
had no interest in growing things, and Logan some-
times felt sad that in five years of teaching he had
communicated to only a few of them his own de-
light with his subject.

“My, one certainly gets a long vacation in the
teaching profession,” Tritt said, “June through Septem~—

ber.”
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“] suppose,” Logan said, “Only trouble is that
you don’t make cnough to do anything in all the
spare time” ‘

Tritt taughed a little, controlled laugh and con-
tinued chewing, Logan began to eat the pie, It had
the drab, neuiral flavor of all cafeteria pies,

“Mr, Tritt,” he said after a long silence,

“Yes?”

“When are you going to give me back my two
hundred dollars?”

“Oh, come now, Mr, Logan, We had this all out
ten months ago. We went over it with Mr, Pinkson
and the bank examiners and everyone, I did not
steal two hundred dollars from you.”

“You did, and you know it.,”

“Frankly, I'd rather not hear any more about it.”
~ “Mr, Tritt, I had three hundred and twenty-four
dollars in my hand that day. I'd just cashed some
bonds, I know how much 1 had.”

“The matter has been all cleared up,” Trltt said
coldly.. A

“Not for me, it hasn’t, When you. entered the
amount in my checking account, it was for one hun~—
dred and twenty- ~four, not three hunduad twenty-four,”

Tritt put down his fork and carefully folded his
hands, “I’ve heard you tell that story a thousand
times, sir, My cash balanced when you came back and
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;.;complained,” »

“Sure it balanced,” Logan exploded, “You saw your
mistake when Pinkson asked you to check the cash,
S0 you took my two hundred out of the drawer, No
wonder it balanceds”

Tritt laid a restraining hand on Logan’s arm,
“Mr, Logan, I'm going a long, long way in the bank,
I simply can’t afford to make mistakes.”

“You also can’t afford to admit it when you do
make one)”

“Qh, come now,” said Tritt, as though he were
speaking to a child. “Do you think I'd jeopardize my
entire career for two hundred dollars?”

“You didn’t jeopardize your career,” Logan snap-
ped, “You knew you could get away with it, And
you took my money to cover your error,”

Tritt sat calmly and smiled a fat smile at Log-
an, “Well, that's your version, Mr, Logan, But I do
wish you’d quit annoying me with your fairy tale?”
Leaving half his meat untouched, Tritt stood up and
put on his hat, Then he came around the table and
stood looming over Logan, I will say, however, from
a purely hypothetical point of view, that if I had
stolen your money and then staked my reputation on
the lie that I hadn’t, the worst thing I could possi-
‘bly do would be to return the money to you, I think
you'd agree with that,”
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41’11 get you, Tritt,” said Logan, sitting back in
the chair, “I can’t stand to be had.”

“] know, I know. You've been saying that for
ten months, too, Good-by, now.” ,

Tritt walked out of the cafeteria. Norman Logan
sat there motionless watching the big teller cross the
street and enter the bank, He felt no rage-only an
increased sense of futility, Slowly, he f{inished his
coffee,

A few minutes later, Logan entered the bank,
Down in the safe-deposit vaults, he raised the lid of
his long metal box and took out three twenty-five-
dollar bonds, With a sigh, he began to fill them out
for cashing, They would cover his government insur-
ance premium for the year, In July, too, he’'d taken
three bonds from the box, when his father had over-
spent his pension money. And earlier in the summer,
Logan had cashed some more of them, after slam-
ming 1ntQ a t.xuck and damaging his Plymouth, Almost
everg month ‘there was some reason to cash bonds,
and Logan reflected that he hadn’t bought one
smce his Navy days, There just wasn’t enough money
m botany -

- With the bonds 1n | his hand, he climbed the narrow
fhght of 'stairs to- the street floor, then walked past
the long row-of tellers’ cages tothe rear of the bank,

Here he opened an iron gate in a low marble fence

0



AT,

7

ya

“moWIRE, BEE, 7 BIRHE, SFE

 RTLERBTS. “RAGDLEAKN, 7

“wAE, RAE. XFERELHT A

T RERBALT. ?

BEEENRIT, 8 - BRAETIL—F
Kb, BREPAKATFREHARFLDE, &
‘ REMEHE B %
. BEFLBETWE.

JUS B3 IR ARt R ST AE R T RIS

B BB RTR R RS BRRA O RR, T
RS ERMARS R ET RS RER
RS KR RN AR ERRES.

T EHR, SRREORELRRT AN, B

BRI Z KA S, SEEROERENE, HiR

- OEEWRE L, BT AR RERR S,

ERhE RRT —EA RSV TR TR

CmEpansans shez, SesfRE

uﬁ,mﬁﬁiﬁﬁ~%&ﬁ%«ﬁ%$ﬁﬁﬁﬂ
WE, :
WAL —FEBAMS, B IR kAN
&E,Miﬂ—ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁM$w%,%ﬂﬁﬁm
11



