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PREFACE

At the end of 1996, before coming to Australia, I accepted
the hospitality offered at a farewell dinner, hosted by Professor
Zhuang Zhixiang, Director of Shanghai Foreign Language Edu-
cation Press, and agreed with great pleasure to write a guidebook
to Australia.

I was presented with a golden opportunity to write this
book. I arrived in Australia in 1997, which happened to coincide
with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between China and Australia and which provided
me with very favorable conditions in international relations, geo-
graphical advantages and public support. During that year, Mr.
Zhu Rongji, Premier of the State Council of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and Mr. Li Ruihuan, Chairman of the People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference, paid visits to Australia. China-
Australia friendship and co-operation developed vigorously at var-
ious levels and in all directions. China’s confirmation of Australia
as a Chinese tourist destination generated strong and intense re-
sponses throughout Australia. The flourishing local Chinese and
English newspapers, the schools of Deakin University and
Holmesglen Institute of TAFE where I teach, the support from
Professor Linnei Li of Deakin, and the needs of the Australian
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students for study materials all greatly stimulated me to collect
and study relevant data for an early completion of this publica-
tion, a tribute to the fiftieth anniversary of the PR China and the
cultural exchanges between China and Australia.

Australia, the largest country in the South Pacific Ocean,
abounds in natural resources. Its growth is unique with its own
characteristics in economy, education, science, culture and soci-
ety. It plays a critical role in international and regional affairs.
Within a short period of 200 years, Australia has developed from
its beginnings as a former colony for British convicts into an eco-
nomically advanced, environmentally attractive, peaceful, afflu-
ent and multicultural country. What are its special features and
what are the Western social problems it has to deal with? What
are its advantages and what experience does it have that we can
use? In general, how can we view and assess it from the angle of
globalization? That is the issue that I will canvas in depth in this
book.

This book concentrates on today’s Australia. It gives a gen-
eral picture of Australian society with up-to-date data and realis-
tic information. It seeks to be comprehensive and simple while
concentrating on three main perspectives, these being an
overview of Australia with its special features, its current state
and development relative to the rest of the world, and its practi-
cal experience on which China could draw. The objective is to
highlight Australia’s strengths for application and adaptation to
similar situations as they may arise in China. To meet this end, a
condensed account of Australian social characteristics and prob-
lems is summarized in the first section or general remarks, partic-
ularly in the chapters of A Brief History and The People’s Life ,
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whereas those chapters of The Gold Rush and the Overseas Chi-
nese , Environmental Protection, Social Security, Culture and
Arts, Australian Chinese and Australia-China Relations are il-
lustrated in more detail. In regard to Australia’s international re-
lations, especially China-Australia relations, the comments are
consistent with those expressed in The People’s Daily. The ex-
tent of each chapter varies with the relative significance of its
contents so that chapters of irregular lengths might be taken to
be a feature of this book.

This publication is targeted at post-high school readers. As a
resource, it could be a useful and ready reference for university
teachers and students, and also a guidebook to education,
tourism, commerce and foreign affairs in Australia, as well as a
reader for overseas Chinese and international students in China.
To meet the needs of the above range of readers, selected data
are woven into the chapters under States and Territories, Econ-
omy, Foreign Trade, and Public Health ; while relevant Aus-
tralian regulatory provisions are included in the chapters under
Tourism, Education, Visas and Immigration. It is expected
that this publication offers simplicity and clarity while enhancing
interest and stimulation. In terms of format, it follows the cur-
rently prevailing textbook settings for.chapters, sections and
cross-referencing, so that its contents are linked sequentially and
across the publication. Its layout is contemporary, which, to-
gether with the detailed listings of topics, should facilitate the
reader’s research. To promote Chinese-Australian educational ex-
changes, the appendix contains the Addresses of Australian
Higher Education Institutions, Studylink Australia from the
Internet as well as a similar listing of their Chinese counterparts
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for Australian students travelling to China. Unfortunately, time
restraints exclude an index in this edition.

I recall the time in the mid-1980’s, when 1 had the good for-
tune to be working at the United Nations Organization in Vien-
na. During that period, Chinese exports had difficulties in pene-
trating European markets. Then, in the-mid 1990’s, while I was
doing research in the United States, Chinese merchandise made a
breakthrough in sales in the American market. Near the end of
this century, Chinese goods labelled "Made in China” and rang-
ing from clothing and small goods to domestic electrical appli-
ances and computer parts are universally available at the super-
market and premium-priced stores in Australia and Southeast A-
sia. It is no wonder that overseas Chinese reflect emotionally that
"Today’s China is not that of the past as it is now a power.”
China’s growing popularity is also shown in the export of its spir-
itual values. In today’s Australia, there are plenty of Chinese
books in the bookstores and libraries; the teaching of Chinese as a
foreign language starts from Australian primary schools. All of
this seems to be an inspiration to my writing of this book.

For over two years, with the repeated redrafts of this book,
there has been hardly any time for rest or holidays. Despite all
that is said about the convenience provided by the computer, at
the end it seems necessary to revise and enhance some of the hu-
man-interest aspects in the next edition. I would take this oppor-
tunity to thank my family members for their care and assistance.
Ms Fang Ailun and Ms Zhao Jing assisted me in revising the final
draft. I sincerely hope that this book will strengthen the bridging
ties between China and Australia.

The year of 1999 is a significant one in the history of the
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China-Australia relationship. It heralds the fiftieth anniversary of
the founding of the PR China, the return of Macao to China and
the twentieth anniversary of the establishment of Jiangsu and
Victoria as sister provinces. With the visit to Australia by Chi-
nese President Jiang Zemin, it will mark the enhancement of re-
lationships between these two countries.

As the centuries change over, happy events fall in quick suc-
cession. The Chinese, whether at home or overseas, are in their
prime and endeavoring to contribute to mankind. Here, I send
my greetings to them and dedicate this book to my motherland.

Zhao Jiajin
30 May 1999
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