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Almost everyone likes to eat apples. Apple trees grow in nearly
every part of the world. The United States produces more apples
than any other country except France. The states of Washington
and New York grow the most apples. New York is on the east coast
and Washington is on the west coast near Canada.

Apples are red, yellow or green. They are very popular in the
United States. Many people like to take apples to work or to school
to eat with their lunches. Most American people are often too busy
or too tired to cock dinner, so they often have their lunches very
simply. Apple juice is also a popular drink and apple pie is the fa-
vorite dessert (BEME R ) of many Americans.

The state of Washington is proud of its apples. The trecs there
produce nearly five billion apples every year-one apple for every

man, woman and child in the entire world.

1. The sentence “Apples are very popular in the United Srates”
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means _____ .
A. American apples taste good
B. We can see apples everywhere in America
C. Americans like to eat apples
D. Americans regard apples as their best food
. From the passage, weali know
A. France produces the most apples in the world
. There are more apples in America than in France
C. The apples in France arc better than those in America
[3. Apple trees are easy to grow in New York
. Many Americans like 1o eal apples during lunch, because they
______ at noot,
A. eat nothing but apples
B. feel it better to eat apples than anything else
C. always eat simple food
D. can get apples easily
. “Apple pie” is the favourite dessert of many Americans. The
sentence means
A. Not many Americans like (o have apple pie after dinner
B. Americans like “apple pie” better than any other sweet
dish
C. Americans think of apple pies as the best fruit
D. Apple pie is the only food for dessert
. The state of Washington is proud of its apples because they think

A. everyone in the world can share their happiness
B. their apple trees are the best in the world

C. their apples are better than any of the other fruits
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D. they can produce as many apples as people all over the

world

B 2
Peck (K% ), peck, peck! An egg is about to hatch. A bahy

chick will soon break through its shell (7). This baby chick will
never see the mother hen. It is hatching inside an incubator (%% 5P

7%} with hundreds of other eggs. An incubator is an egg-hatching
machine.

The air inside the incubator is kept at about 100 degrees day
and night. Every four to six hours, the machine turns the eggs
over. In twenty-one days, nine of ten eggs will hatch. The men
who raise these chicks take orders from farmers ahead of time.
They can be sure the chicks will be ready.

Eggs left in a hen’s nest (%) do not hatch so well. Sometimes
the hen leaves the nest. The eggs grow cold. Sometimes the eggs
are broken or taken by another animal.

Incubators are not a new idea. Even in early Egypt, eggs were
taken from the mother hen. They were kept warm until they
hatched. Today, electric heat is used. Millions of eggs are hatched
in incubators each year.

1. The air inside the incubator is kept at about
A. 100 degrees all night
B. 20 degrees all day
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C. 1000 degrees during the day
D. 100 degrees day and night

2. The word that means “to break out of an egg” is __ .
A. hatch B. grow C. heat D. incubator

3. The heat used in incubators is

A. the heat of the sun E. electric heat

C. the heat of fire D. above three

4. When and where were the incubators used to hatch the eggs?
A. In late Egypt B. In late 18 century
C. In early Fgypt D. In early I8 century

5. The main idea of the passage is that
A. baby chicks do not have a mother
B. incubators are a very new idea
C. an incubator can only hatch two dozen eggs
D. incubators are used to hatch eggs

3

How are letters delivered in your country? Are letters delivered
to each person’s door? Is mail kept at the post office until someone
goes there to get it? If someone lives far from a post office, how
does he get his mail?

In the United States, most people who live in cities and small
towns receive their mail at home. Letters are delivered to the
family’s door every day. Some people have boxes or baskets for let-
ters beside the front door. If there is no box or basket, the letters
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are pushed through an opening in the door. Large packages are

sometimes left beside the door.

Many Americans tive on farms which are far from any city,

town, or village. Their mail is delivered to boxes on the road near

the farms. Every day the farmers who live near the road come to

their mailboxes. Mail is delivered to farmers’ mailboxes every day.

This mail service is called Rural Free Delivery and is also known as
RET.

1.

[n Ametica, mail is delivered to

A. the post office and then someone goes there to get it
B. the letter boxes near the receivers’ houses

C. the door of the most city people

D. the opening boxes of the postman

. If there is no box or basket, the letters are

A. dropped through the open space in the door
B. left through & hole of the door
C. put through each person’s door
D. pushed through the open door

3. The mailman large package beside the door

A. leaves; from time to time B. puts; at any time

C. delivers: at all times D. sends; at one time

4. Which is true?

A. Not any American living on the farm can get their letters
almost every day.

B. Many farmers in America can receive their main letters ev-
ery day.



C. The postman himself delivers the letters to the farmers’
hands.
D. The farmers can get their letters from their mailboxes every
day.
5. The passage is mainly about in the US.
A. the mail service

the post office

the working condition of the postman

=

the delivery of goods

4

Americans like to travel on their yearly holiday. Today, more
and more travelers in the United States are spending nights at small
houses or inns instead of hotels. They get a room for the night and
the breakfast the next morning.

Rooms for the night in private homes with breakfast have been
popular with travelers in Europe for many vears. In the past five to
ten years, these bed-and-hreakfast places have become popular in
the United States. Many of these America’s bed-and-breakfast inns
are old historic buildings. Some bed-and-breakfast inns have only a
few rooms, others are much larger. Some inns do not provide tele-
phones or television in the room, others do.

Staying at a hed-and-breakiast inn is much different from stay-
ing at a hotel. Usually the cost is much less, Staying at an inn is
almost like visiting someone’s home. The owners are glad to tell



