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Brief Introduction of Content

Spiders constitute a large group of terrestrial arthropod.All of them are carnivorous, so
to protect and to make use of spiders plays an important role in prevention, control and
elimination of destructive insects in agriculture and forestry. These pictorial prints are specially
compiled to cater for the needs of developing agricultural production and education.

This book is the first of its kind in China with salient chinese characteristics.193 species
of spiders are collected in the book, belonging to 33 families and 99 genera.All of them are
commonly found and representative of classification and of economic value.Their differential
features.living habits and characteristics, and geographical distribution are explained in sim-
ple and clear language with description of each kind appended to one particular plate for
readers to compare and distinguish.The spiders plates in natural colour, 86 in all, are exact
in proportion, true in colour, with, 1 dare to say, high scientific and practical
quality. Apart from shape pictures.those in natural colour are enriched with ecological and
habitate pictures for the purpose of strengthening the audio—visual effects.

The author of this book hopes it may prove a valuable reference to workers engaged in
agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry. plant protection, horticulture, medicine, as

well as to teachers and students in universities and colleges and research workers.
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Foreword

After the 2nd world war, large quantities of chemical insecticides are used for the con-
trol of pests year after year.As a result, natural enemy populations are severely reduced while
pests resurge to tremendous populations as resistance to chemical insecticides is acquired. The
agroecological equilibrium was severely upset and the environment of human beings also has
been polluted.

Facing these serious problems, an approach has been attracted by specialists, by which
an integrated control system is being used instead of the sole chemical control method.As we
know, an integrated control system includes various parts,such as: the use of pest resistant
stains of crops, improvements of plantation techniques, the disruption of the life cycles of
the pests , conservation and artificial reproduction of the natural enemies of pests, etc.Most
of the predators and parasitoids had been mediated to be utilized for control but few of spi-
ders had been used.

Spiders form one of the most ubiquitous groups of predaceous organisms in the animal
kingdom.It can be said that for a long time not enough was known about the special activities
of spiders as well as their relations to the others in the agroecosystems. And yet little attention
has been paid to their possible use as biological control agents.During the past 20 years, it
could be recognized that the more progressive of studying ecology caused the more availlable
to exhibit the rule of agroecosystem.In other words, the progress of ecology gives the
possibity not only of studying agroecosystem but also of studying the activities of spiders in
the agroecosystems.

In China, there is a wide—spread fascinating children’s folk rhyme: “Little little Zhu—Ge
Liang stays in the commander headquarters alone, sets up an array like eight—diagrams and
waits for the flying generals falling down.” This rhyme tells us about interest behavoirs of spi-
ders as making web and capturing insects.Over 2, 000 years ago it was recorded in ancient
Chinese books that “If there is a large gathering of spiders, everything will be satisfactory.”
Even at that time it was understood that a large number of spiders was a good omen of a
bumper harvest of the year.Nevertheless the research work on the utilization of spiders was
begun in 1975.Some zoologists, agronomists and the cadres of people’s commune were or-
ganized to survey the spiders species lived in paddy. cotton and soybean fields, orchards,
tea plantations and the tussah ground, to study the behaviors, the relation between spiders
and their preys, the influence factors of spider population density and to research the meth-



ods of artificial culture of spiders.
We are proud of the primary successful results which have been gained during the past

time.Mr.Feng Zhongqi’s book— «Spiders of China in Colour), is a excellent one of the re-
sults.It described 193 species which belong to 33 families 99 genera of Order Araneae.This
book is the initial one of spider book of China.The characters of this book are: (1) the con-
tents are arranged according to the phylogenetic classification, while the representatives of
each group are the customary ones; (2) in addition to the morphological features as the
main diagnoses for classification there are a lot pictures showing the habit manners and the
habitats of spiders which will be taken advantage to the readers; (3) the color pictures are
actually copied from the fresh specimens which will be also taken advantages to whom they
are doing fieldworks.I believe this book is a excellent book which possesses both relatively
high scientific and pratical values and will satisfy the necessities of the arachnologists and the
agronomists and the students of universities.I hope the publication of this book will bring

about more progress in the studying of spiders in China.
Member of  the Board of Directors of Zoological Society of China
Professor of Zoology of Hunan Normal University

Yin Chang—min
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