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Preface to the Revised Edition

The present coursebook was originally A New English Course , Level 1A, which, together with
Level 1B, constitutes Level 1. The two coursebooks catered for the first-year college and
university English majors with different English attainments. The contents and requirements of
the two books were quite different. In order not to cause misunderstanding and inconvenience in
choosing between the two books, we have now renamed the former Level 1A the Preparatory
Level, and the former Level 1B is now Level 1.

The Preparatory Level is meant for those English learners who have learned the basic English
grammar rules and who have accumulated an adequate number of English words for everyday use.
They may have already acquired the basic reading skills and are able to read simple English texts,
though they are as yet weak in listening, speaking, and writing. The main aim of this coursebook
is to help such students to learn and use English in all four skills in a practical way.

It is our belief that the acquisition and development of the four basic skills in English must
begin with the learning of the very basic language materials, a great amount of drills in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, and constant and persistent language practice. In this way, a solid
foundation in language skills will be laid, and continual and rigorous training on this foundation will
bring about infinite potential and limitless development of the language skills. Just as the
construction of towering edifices calls for a solid and sturdy foundation, learning a foreign
language, likewise, requires just as solid and sturdy a foundation.

Moreover, how to help college and university English majors to acquire a satisfactory and
acceptable pronunciation and intonation remains a major problem facing the English teacher. It is
undeniable that among the beginning college and university English majors, large numbers of them
have pronunciation and intonation difficulties of various kinds. To help these students to meet the
requirements for English pronunciation and intonation as set in the National English Syllabus for
Foundation Stage English Majors in Tertiary Educational Institutions, we have compiled a
collection of Basic English Pronunciation and Intonation Exercises which is included in the
appendix for the use of those teachers whose students need intensive training in English
pronunciation and intonation. ’

It is our hope that the revised edition of the Preparatory Level of A New English Course will
better help English majors in colleges and universities to lay a solid foundation in English.



Preface to the First Edition

A New English Course is an integrated English course intended for English majors doing their
foundation stage English language learning in foreign language institutes, colleges and universities
in China. It is a set of five coursebooks ranging from the post-elementary to the post-intermediate
level, comprising Level 1A, Level 1B, Level 2, Level 3 and Level 4. Each level consists of a
Student’s Book(SB), a Workbook(WB), a Teacher’s Book(TB), and cassette tapes.

As there clearly exists a considerable difference in the level of English among students from
different backgrounds, Level 1, which is meant for the first-term first-year students, is subdivided
into 1A and 1B, catering for students with different English language attainments. The teacher
may choose to begin with either 1A or 1B, depending on the needs of the students. Therefore A
New English Course can be completed in either two or two and a half years.

It is generally acknowledged that students at the foundation stage in tertiary institutions must
be given a rigorous training, and the same is true for English majors. As a matter of fact, the
main task of the English majors during their first two or two and a half years in foreign language
institutes, colleges and universities, is to lay a solid foundation in English. A New English Course
has been produced with this in view. A solid foundation, in our opinion, comprises both linguistic
competence and communicative competence. At the foundation stage, what we mean by linguistic
competence is the spontaneous and flexible as well as the correct manipulation of the essentials of
the language system, whereas communicative competence involves principles of appropriacy and a
readiness on the part of the learner to use relevant strategies to cope with certain language
situations. On completing A New English Course , and on being given adequate single-skill training
courses, the students are expected to fulfil the requirements set in the National Foundation Stage
English Syllabus for English Majors.

The general principles underlying the coursebooks are as follows:

1. An overall consideration and rational estimation of the current English language teaching
situation in China.

In producing A New English Course, we have taken into consideration various factors
affecting the course design, e. g., teacher capacity, student capacity, Chinese as the first
language environment, and the existing influence of traditional English language teaching
methodology. We have studied these factors and designed a course that is relevant to the needs of
many of our teachers and students and that can be readily accepted by the users of the course.

2. Due attention to the traditional English language teaching methodology in China and to
current views on ELT methodology.

What has been useful and effective in China’ s English language teaching methodology is

retained and those principles of communicative language teaching which are practicable and

vi



applicable to the Chinese situation are adopted.

3. A careful study of the relationship between accuracy and fluency and that between
linguistic competence and communicative competence.

In view of the fact that our English majors, upon graduation, must acquire a high degree of
proficiency in English and that they are studying in an environment where Chinese is the first
language, we consider accuracy and linguistic competence to be of primary importance, though we
do not by any means overlook fluency or communicative competence. What we advocate is to
require fluency in the practice for accuracy and not to be neglectful of accuracy when fluency
practice is carried on. Moreover, we attempt to provide as much practice as possible for students
to develop communicative competence at the same time as practice for the achievement of
linguistic competence is given.

4. Integration of listening, speaking, reading and writing and the use of translation exercises.

The aim of this integrated English course is an all-round development of the four language
skills, but at different stages emphasis is laid on different aspects of language learning. To be
specific, listening and speaking are given priority in Levels 1 and 2, while reading and writing are
given more attention in Levels 3 and 4. Translation exercises are provided from Level 1B to Level
4 to call the students’ attention to the contrast between the two languages.

5. Student-centred orientation, while not neglecting the teacher’s role as a facilitator.

As language acquisition requires a large amount of practice on the part of the students at the
foundation stage, we attempt to keep the students involved as much as possible in various kinds of
classroom activities. In the meantime, the teacher must function as a facilitator, giving guidance
and advice when necessary.

Levels 1A, 1B and 2 of A New English Course are structure-based, with essential grammatical
structures cycled regularly. The language structure practice is contextualized throughout. There
are dialogues focusing on language structures, situations and topics as well as dialogues focusing on
language functions. Interesting reading materials and challenging oral and written work are given.

Levels 3 and 4 of A New English Course are text-based; here reading and writing skills are given
emphasis. But speaking and listening arc still given adequate attention. In these two books, there is less
and less control, and more and more initiative on the students’ part is called for. In other words, the
students gradually advance from controlled practice to spontaneous communication.

To sum up, A New English Course is eclectic in approach. What we have done is an attempt at
combining the new with the old to suit the needs of adult learners in China. In the process of writing this
coursebook, we have had recourse to large numbers of books on English language teaching methodology
and English coursebooks of many types. From the latter we have adopted various kinds of materials,
some of which in the original, some having been simplified and adapted, and some reedited. As this is
a novel undertaking in English language teaching materials production, we sincerely invite comments and
criticism from our colleagues at home and abroad. At the back of this coursebook there is a list of books
that we have consulted and availed ourselves of. We are very grateful to the authors.
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TO THE STUDENT

Each of the eighteen teaching units in A New English Course, Preparatory Level, STUDENT’S
BOOK, consists of :

BASIC STRUCTURES. Basic English grammatical structures are given in tables to show the
main learning points.

DRILLS. In this section, cues for drills in basic grammatical structures are given, and
exafples of short dialogues are provided for each set of cues to show how the cues can be used.
The dialogues are only examples, the patterns of which you may follow to make as many dialogues
as you can by fully exploiting the cues. You are encouraged to make creative use of the cues and
form new dialogues of your own provided that the required structural patterns are followed.

To make a dialogue, you need a partner to team up with you. It is advisable for you to change
your partner as often as possible.

LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT. This section gives you longer dialogues in various situations and
occasional prose passages, both of which exemplify the use of the language points to be learned in
each unit. Do not learn the dialogues and passages niechanically by rote, but read them aloud with
correct pronunciation and intonation by following the tapes until you can read them properly with
ease. Then say the dialogues and talk about their contents with your partner in as natural a way as
possible. As to the prose passages, talk about their contents and form dialogues with your partner
by using the contents. As a final step in oral practice for this section, you are given extra cues by
your teacher to form more dialogues with your partner.

GUIDED TALK. After doing the first two sections, you should be quite familiar with the
language points presented in each unit. The next step is for you to speak a little more freely in
some new and more complicated contexts. Ample language materials are provided in this section to
help you to form sensible and interesting dialogues with your partner.

INTERACTION ACTIVITIES. This is where you are expected to use English more freely in
life-like situations. Though you are also provided with cues of various kinds, you are advised to go
beyond the given cues and to exercise your imagination. Try to make your interaction activities as
lively and as natural as possible.

READING COMPREHENSION. The materials in this section are to be read only in the
classroom without preparation. Immediately after the reading, you will do the comprehension
exercises in WB. Then the teacher will check your comprehension by asking you questions orally
in class. ’

NOTES. Notes are written in Chinese for your convenience. There are notes on the use of the
English language and on cultural background as well as notes on the English grammatical structures
and English usage.
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WORDS AND PHRASES, AND PROPER NOUNS. These are given in the order of their
appearance at the end of each unit. Very basic words, which total about a thousand, are not
listed. For each proper noun, its phonetic transcription is given in IPA (International Phonetic
Association) symbols.

BASIC ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION AND INTONATION EXERCISES are given in the
Appendix at the end of the eighteen units. The exercises, if given proper attention to and if
constantly practised, will help you to improve your pronunciation and intonation.

Finally, a word of advice. Learning a language needs a lot of practice. You have been taught
many English grammar rules and a certain number of English words and you think you know them
already. But you have not really learned them. You have not been able to do things with them.
Actually you cannot say you know English unless you can understand it when it is spoken at normal
speed, and unless you can use it at will without having to go through the process of translation and
without having to pause and think about it. In order to achieve this, you must practise listening,
speaking, reading and writing as constantly and as much as possible.
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