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1. George Washington and the
Horse

nce a neighbor stole one of Washington’s

horses. Washington went with a police officer
to the neighbor’s farm to get the horse, but the
neighbor refused to give the horse up; he claimed
that it was his horse.

Washington placed both of his hands over the
eyes of the horse and said to the neighbor, “If this
is your horse, then you must tell us in which eye he
is blind. "

“In the right eye. ” The neighbor said.

Washington took his hand from the right eye
of the horse and showed the police officer that the
horse was not blind in the right eye.

“Oh, I have made a mistake, ” said the neigh-
bor. “He is blind in the left eye. ”

Washington then showed that the horse was
not blind in the left eye either.

“I have made another mistake, ” said the
neighbor.

“Yes, ” said the police officer, “and you have
also proven that the horse does not belong to you.
You must return it to Mr Washington. ”
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2. An Absent-minded Scientist

One day, Mr Ampere went on his way to give a
lecture. He was thinking about an experiment
as he was walking by the river.

He picked up a stone and put it into his pock-
et. Suddenly, he thought out a way to carry out his
experiment. He was so happy that he threw what
he thought was a “stone” in his pocket into the
river. Later when he wanted to look at the time,
what he took out from his pocket was not a watch
but the stone. His watch had been thrown into the
river by himself.
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3. An Anecdote about Tolstoy

Tolstoy, the great Russian writer, liked to walk
about in a railway station near his home town.
One day when he was walking up and down as
usual, looking at people getting on and off the
train, he heard a lady shouting after him: “Hey,
you old fellow, go and fetch my handbag in the
waiting room. I left it there. ”

Tolstoy hurried there. He picked the bag up
and walked quickly along the platform. Meanwhile,
the lady was waiting beside the carriage, looking
worried. When at last the old man gave the bag
back to her, she opened it to make sure nothing
was missing. “Good, old man, ” said the woman,
“you're just as quick as I can expect. Here you
are. " She gave him a copper coin. He accepted it
and put it into his pocket with a smile.

But the woman felt terrible when she heard
that he was Tolstoy, the author of the great novel
War and Peace. She turned to Tolstoy and stam-
mered: “Oh, excuse me...Oh, how silly [ was to
take you for a porter. ”
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4. The Shy Scientist

Henry Cavendish, one of the great scientists of
the 1700s, was painfully shy and could barely
speak to one person-——never to two. He was so
afraid in the presence of women that he communi-
cated with his servants by notes only. If one crossed
his path in his house, she was fired on the spot. He
built a separate entrance to his house so he could
come and go without meeting anyone. In the end
he insisted on dying alone.
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