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PREFACE

Porcelain, one of the greatest inventions of ancient China

Porcelain, one of the unique symbols for the ancient Chinese civiliza-

- tion

Porcelain, its hometown is in China

Not only practically useful, the ancient xhinese porcelain is also
technclogically marvellous in its shaping, coloring and decoration. En-
bodying the Chinese national aesthetical interests and showing extremely
high values in aesthetical appreciation, the ancient chinese porcelain actu-
ally is a perfect combination between practicality and appreciatibility , be-
tween technology and art, thus serving as one of the important subjects in
the study and research of the human material —culture history. Especially
since the beginning of this century, the collecting, appreciating and re-
searching of ancient chinese porcélain having already become a world —
wide fashion, the artistic and scientific values of the ancient chinese
porcelain have always enjoyed an ever—increasing attention, greater and
wilder, with the number of its enthusiasts growing rapidly bigger and big-
ger.

In order to satisfy many collectors and enthusiasts and all the people
who are interested in the ancient chinese porcelain, to advise then how to
tell genuince from fake, superior from inferior and to help them reappre-
ciate its values, we have thereby organized the compilation of this Ancient
chinese Porcelain Appreciation Companion, first of its kind ever in China.
A special book designed mainly to enlighten the masses of unexperienéed
beginners, this Companion, being highly useful, emphasizes much more
on how to recognize and appreciate the genuine ancient Chinese porcelain ,
not probing very specifically into some industrial porcelain —making tech-
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nologies and some still controversial academic topics. For lack of time and
experience also doing a pioneer endeavour, we certainly expect some mis-
takes and shortcomings in such aspects as the compilation scope and item
explanation and others, thus sincerely looking forward to any criticism,
correétion and advice from our readers and experts.

Among our many advisors and friends, the following were of special
help toward the compilation of this Companion; Li YauanYuan, Zhang
Yili, Xu Xiachua, Chen Xiangin, Ma Aijuan, Wang Shide, Pan Biru,
and We hereby take pleasure in once again thanking them mast warmly

for their invaluable assistance.

Yu Jiming
Compilers
Yang Yinzong

Dec. 1991,12 Hang Zhou China
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