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Introduction

Writing a basic grammar of English is a difficult undertaking. It is important to identify the
basic patterns of the language and to organise and exemplify these !n a way which is
accessible to the elementary learner. It is important to provide teachers and learners
with a clear authoritative statement. But it is also important to make statements and

offer examples which give a true reflection of the language.

Of course a grammar is not a course in itself. it should be seen as an invaluable
supplement to the day to day work in the classroom and as a useful resource for self-
study. To help with this we have organised the material into four ‘cycles. In each cycle
we illustrate first the grammar of the verb group, secondly the noun group, and finally
adverbials. In determining the content of each cycle we have tried to reflect the

priorities revealed in most teaching materials at this level.

The verb section Cycle 1, for example, deals with the basic tense uses, question forms,
and patterns with There as subject. In Cycle 4, on the other hand, there is work on
complex sentences with clauses of time, purpose, reason, condition, and so on. After
each Cycle there is a Review section which revises the work of that Cycle in detail and
goes on to incorporate work from previous Cycles. It is hoped that this cyclical
organisation will help teachers to fit work on grammar conveniently into their existing

teaching programme.

Finally we have included specific sections on spelling, numbers, and pronunciation. All of

these are of central importance to the elementary learner.

A self-study edition of this book is availabie, with a key to all the exercises. We have aiso
made this key available on audio-cassette. This will provide the teacher with an extra
dimension in the classroom, and should provide invaluable support for learners

studying on their own.



Am/is/are

1 The verbs am, are and is are followed by:

A noun group: Mr. Brown is a teacher. It isn’t my book. Are you a student?

An adjective: She’s tall. I'm tired. Are you happy? They're hungry.

An expression of place or time: Mary’s at home. It’s six o'clock. It’s on the table.

An expression of age: I'm sixteen. She’s fourteen years old.

2.% The forms of the verb are as follows:

Affirmatives

My mother is here.
She is at home.
My brother is out.
He is fifteen.

It is on the table.

We are right.

They are my parents.

My mother's here.
She'’s at home.
My brother’s out.
He's fifteen.

It's on the table.
We're right.

They’re my parents.

Statements Questions
Full form Short form
| am late. I'm late. Am | late?
You are next. You're next. Are you next?

Is your mother here?
Is she at home?

Is your brother out?

Is your brother fifteen?
Is it on the table?

Are we right?

Are they your parents?

You are not next.
She is notin.

He is not at home
It is not here.

We are not happy.

They are not ready.

You're not next.
She's not in.

He’s not at home.
it's not here.
We're not happy.

They’re not ready.

You aren’t next.
Sheisn'tin.

He isn’'t at home.
Itisn't here.

We aren’t happy.

They aren’t ready.

Negatives
Statements Questions
Full form Short form (1) Short form (2)
| am not late. I'm not late. Aren't | late?

Aren’t you next?
Isn't she in?

Isn’t he at home?
Isn't it here?
Aren’t we happy?

Aren’t they ready?




UNIT

i Practice

& Write answers to these questions. Use full sentences for your answers. Use short forms.
1 How old are you?

2 Are you a teacher?

3 Where are you now?

4 |s it morning, afternoon or evening?

5 What's the weather like - is it warm or cold?

6 What dayisit?

B Put a tick (\/ )beside these sentences if they are true. Put a cross ()X) if they are not true:
The exercise book is on the table.

The ball is on the chair.

The big book is on the tabie.
The shoes aren't under the table. -
The pen and pencil aren’t on the chair. ﬂ @
The shoes are under the chair.
M 1

The ball and the book are on the chair.

0 N O O b~ WN R

The pen and pencil aren’t on the table.

C Correct these sentences:
1 The big book is on the table. The big book isn’t on the lable. IV’s on the chair.

2 The shoes are on the chair.

3 The exercise book is on the chair.

4 The ruler and the pen are on the chair.

5 The pencil's next to the ruler.

6 The ball and the book are on the floor.

D Correct these sentences about yourself:
1 My nameis Kim. My name isn't Kim, i¥'s

2 I'm three years old.

3 I'm from Scotland.

4 I'm a pop singer.

5 I'm English.

Now write the same things about a friend of yours:
6 _His/Her name isn't Kim, it’s

7

8

9

10




Present continuous

The form of the present continuous is: I'm not playing today,.

amy/is/are + '-ing’

For the negative you add not after amy/is/are:
| am not working at the moment.

You can use the short forms aren’t and isn’t:

We aren't going by bus.

£

% You use the present continuous:

Itisn’t raining now.

a to talk about an activity or something happening now:

They're talking; they're not eating.
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It's raining, but it's not snowing. The kids are playing tennis; they're not working.
b to talk about a temporary situation: d to talk about change, development and progress:
I'm living with my friends at the moment. Life is getting easier thanks to technology.
We're staying at a wonderful hotel. Do you think your English is improving?
I'm not feeling well today. inflation is rising and unemployment is getting worse.

My sister’s working as a waitress for a month.
e with always to criticize or complain about what

¢ to talk about a future plan: someone does:
Mike is coming home onThursday. You're always interrupting me!
They're having a party next week. My father is always losing his car keys.
You’re always
We’re going to the leaving your clothes
theatre tomorrow. @ on the floor!
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Practice

A Are these sentences ‘Present activities' ___(PA) _orare they ‘Future plans’ __(FP) +

Be quiet. 'm trying to relax.

We're having a party soon. Can you come?

Who is making that noise? It's terrible!

They’re going to a restaurant tonight.

Are you working now?

What are you doing tomorrow? Do you want to come to a match?
They're learning English now.

I'm wearing my new jeans.

Is the sun shining? _

O 00N A WNR

B What are you doing now? Write true statements using I am ...-ing or I'm not ...-ing:

1 wear jeans
2 study English

sit at home
watchTV

smoke a cigarette

talk with friends

relax

0 N O O b~ W

listen to music

@ Look at the picture and complete the sentences using these verbs:

eat push shine buy walk read listento wear

1 Theboy ________ sweets. 5 Themanatthebusstop____ anewspaper.
2 Thebusinessman __________ across the road. 6 Thewomaninthepark ___ ___apram.

3 Itsafineday.Thesun . 7 No-oneinthepicture _______ ahat.

4 Ajogger __________music on a walkman. 8 Somecustomers ________ fruit.

D Match the questions and answers:

1 Where are you going on holiday this year? To Malta probably.

2 What are you doing this evening? We're going camping.
3 Why are you learning English? 'm watching a video.
4 Are you doing anything this week-end? Because it's useful.

Now give your real answers to these questions.
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Present simple

g

You use the present simple:

a to talk about things that are always true:
It gets cold in winter here. Water boils at 100 degrees.
February is the shortest month.

b with words like never/sometimes/often/always or
time expressions like every day/at the weekend to
talk about regular and repeated actions, and habits:
We often go to the cinema on Fridays.
My parents never eat meat. | get up late at the weekend.

¢ totalk about general facts about our lives:

| wear a jacket and tie to work,
We live in a small house in Bristol. and jeans when { am at home.

‘ The form of the verb changes with he/she/it:

| work from 9 to 5.

You work very hard.

She works in the supermarket on Saturday.

He works for my father in our office.

We work for the new company in the centre of town.
They work in uniform.

She enjoys English classes. He's a student, he reads a lot. My father sometimes smokes a pipe.
It smells awful!

" With verbs that end in -o/-s/ch/sh the form Is -es:

He goes out every weekend. She watches a lot of TV.
The film finishes at 9.30 tonight.
He does everything for his children.

- WIth verbs that end in consonant + y, the
he/she/It form Is -les:

study — He studies languages at university.
fly — The plane flies twice a week.

BUT:Iplay — he plays |buy - she buys

Note: have - has:

They have everything you want in that shop.
She has a house in St James’ Square.

He stops and has a cup of coffee at eleven oclock.

8



Practice

fﬁk Complete these sentences with:

go goes do does have has like likes live lives

1t______alotoffriendsin London.
2 Myson________inLos Angeles,sol______ there

every year to see him.
3 Mostpeople ________ going on holiday.
4 Thenew BMWsportscar___ atop speed of {

220 km per hour.
5 Thesun____ downin the west.
6 The Smiths are very kind.They ______alotof work :

for people in hospital. % '

, | .

7 Hessoclever'Healways ___ wellin exams. 9 My neighbour rock music,
8 More than 11 million people ______inTokyo. unfortunately.

;?3 Complete the sentences using the correct form of the verb in (brackets):

1 Tonyis agreatreader.He _______lots of books. (read)

2 Pat’s favourite musicisreggae.He ________ to it all the time. (listen)

3 My father is a businessman in an international company.He ________ all over the world. (travel)
4 The Strongs are farmers.They _______in the country. (live)

5 1have a friend called Fabrice.He _____ from France. (come)

6 The hotels here are very expensive.Therooms _____ alot! (cost)

7 My mother is good at languages. She _______ French, German, Russian and Arabic. (speak)

8 Andreais atourist guide.She __________ everything about the history of the city. (know)

éf% Give your answers to these questions:

1 lalways get up before seven o'clock, but Steve normally gets up late.
And you?

2 Steve goes to bed late. | normally go to bed before midnight.
And you?
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3 Iplay sports every day. Steve never plays sport.
And you?
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4 Steve visits his friends in the evening. | usually visit my friends
at the weekend.
And you?
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5 llike classical music and blues. Steve likes rock and roll.
And you?
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6 Steve wears jeans every day.
| wear smart clothes.
And you?
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Do/does and have/has
in questions and negatives

% You use do and don’t to make questions and negatives in the present simple tense:

A: Do you know Peter? A: Do you like this music? A: Do they live here?

B: Yes.We are oid friends. B: Yes. It's great. B: No. They live next door.
A: What's that? A: Do they enjoy the theatre?

B: ldon't know. B: No.They don’t go out very often.

# You use does and doesn’t (does not) for questions and negatives with he, she or it:

A: Is Helen at home? A: Does David go to University?
B: Helen? She doesn’t live here. B: No. He's still at school.

A: ‘Oh dear. I'm sorry.
B: ‘Don’t worry. It doesn’'t matter. He doesn’'t speak English.

3 Often the negative of have is don’t have or doesn’t have, but you can also say haven’t or hasn’t:

| haven’t any money. She's got some, but he hasn't any.

43' Often the question forms are Do you have ...? and Does he have ...? But you can also say
Havel...? Have you ...? Have they...? Has he/she/It ...?

A: Have you any children? A: Has he any brothers?
B: Yes. Two girls and a boy. B: No. But he has two sisters.

5 in Britain, you often use the form have got Instead of have:

I haven't got any money. She’s got some, but he hasn't got any.
A: Have you got any children? A: Has he got any brothers?
B: Yes. Two girls and a boy. B: No. But he’s got two sisters.

I've got a
headache.

What’s the matter?

10



Practice

ﬁ Write down whether you do these things or not:

1 Study English { study English. 5 Go to England every year
2 Play cricket I don't play cricket 6 Like jazz

3 Speak French 7 Liveina flat

4 StudyJlapanese 8 Liveina house

b Now think of a good friend. Write down whether he or she does those things:
She doesn’t study English. 5
She plays crickel.

6
7
8

5B W N B

- Write down questions you could ask someone about these things:

Watching television every day Do you waich television every day?

Buying a newspaper every day

Going abroad on holiday every year

Working in an office

Living alone

Liking rock music

Playing the piano

0 ~N O O~ WN P

Living in a big city

Write true answers to the questions:

o { don’t watch TV every day. 13
10 14
11 15
12 16

@ Rewrite these questions and negatives without do/does:
1 1don't have any friends in England. I haven't any friends in England.

2 Do they have a big house?

3 He doesn’'t have much money.

4 They don't have any pets.

5 Does she have any nice new clothes?

Now do them again with have got:

6 L haven't got any friends in England. 9
7 10
8

11
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%ﬁ Present perfect (1)

The form of the present perfect is:

have/has + past participle

You use the present perfect tense for something which happened in the past but has an
effect in the present:

A: ‘Are you going to the film tonight?’ A: ‘Why isn’'t John at work?’ (present)
B: ‘No. I've already seen it. B: ‘Don’'t you know? He's had a bad accident!

- Often it refers to the very recent past:

Karen has just passed her exams. I've just seen your mother at the shops.

* You use the present perfect for something which started in the past and is still going on:

I know London very well. I've lived there for five years.
He's her closest friend. He has known her since they were children.

or to ask questions about the past up to the present:

Have you ever seen
a Yeti?

A: Have you heard of Boris Becker?
B: Yes. He plays tennis.

A: Have you been to America?
B: No. But I've been to Canada.

A: How many times has she been to England?

B: | think she's only been once.

or for something which still hasn’'t happened but is
expected to happen:

A: May | borrow your book? A: Do you know Henry?

B: I'm sorry. | haven't finished it yet.  B: No.We haven't met yet.

WARNING:

You do not use the present perfect in a clause with a past time expression:

They've just finished work. They finished ten minutes ago.
I've read that book. | read it last week.

Exercise: Find the words already, just, since, yet, ever on this page.
Which uses of the present perfect do they go with?

12



