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The Lamasery——World of the Baddha

The popular image of Tibet as a land of mystery is,to a large extent,
the result of the old and mysterious tradition of Tibetan Buddhism (popu-
larly known as lamaism).

The storious tradition of lamaism has a history of nearly 1, 300
years. Although diffused over a wide area, it has nonetheless managed to
preserve many of its original cultural and ethnic features. Because of
this.lamaism has attracted the attention of scholars all over the world. A
voluminous literature has resulted .although much of this work is limited

to scholary debates of rather narrow scope.

"The Lamasery world of the Buddha”is different in that it pre-
sents, in one volume. not only the general history and basic rituals of
lamaism , but also introduces the different styles of painting and sacerdo-
tal instruments associated with the religion. In addition, it illustrates
many photographs of great value.

This volume contains a wealth of artistic and historical material,
written in a clear colloquial style. 1t is a beautiful edition of high quali-
ty, equally valuable to tourists, guides. and scholars. For the general

reader it provides an excellent introduction to Tibetan Buddhism.
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