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An Introduction of the Dunhuang Academy

Mogao Caves, Yulin Caves and Western Thousand

Buddha Caves) are the national treasure of China, and
are also the cultural heritage of mankind in general. The
UNESCO has already issued the certificate of world cultural
heritage to the Dunhuang Research Academy to declare the
Dunhuang Caves as specially protected monuments.
Dunhuang came under the state protection and
administration in 1942. On popular demand from the
scholars, the Ministry of Education of the Government of
Republic of China established the academy in Dunhuang, at
the site of Mogao Grottoes. Mr. Gao Yihan was appointed
as the director of the academy, and Mr. Chang Shuhong, an
eminent scholar and artist was the vice director. Although
the academy was already set up by this time, owing to the
shortage of human and monetary resources, it could
perform the duty of protecting them from the rampant
plundering by foreign antique thieves. Real conservation
work has begun only after the establishment of the People’
s Republic of China in 1949. .
Since then, the Ministry of Culture of the People’ s
Republic of China took over the charge and showed keen
interest in the preservation of this world famous monument.
It supported not only the projects_of reproduction of the
murals on special type of Xuan paper with specially made
brushes and colors of superior qualities but also fulfilled the
needs of researchers, artists and the staff members of the
academy. ;

e Dunhuang Research Academy has been active in
ed WMHDIIC with books,

s and also in research by
s and*Workshops. From
arch Academy sent many
of China and abroad.
vall-paintings, the academy has taken
esearches on the periodization and identication
of the paintings and sculptures in the Mogao Caves. A
catalogue giving a comprehensive account on the contents
of Dunhuang was published.

At pressent, the Dunhuang Research Academy includes ten
research sub-institutes.

1. Grottoes Preservation Research Institute

The historical relics of Dunhuang Cavés (including the

In charge of cliff reinforcement production of the caves as
well as scientific preservatuon -research and renovation of the
mural paintings, painted scnptures and other relics.

2. Fine Arts Research Institute

In charge of copying Dunhuang mural paintings and painted
scriptures; creation of new mural paintings and research on
aesthetics, theory and history of fine arts.

3. Historical and Archaeological Institute

In charge of dynastic date determination and classification
Dunhuang Grottoes; textual criticism and historic
background research of mural paintings and painted
sculptures. = b

4. Dunhuang Manuscripts Research Institute

In charge of synthesis, classification and of the manuscripts
unearthed from Dunhuang Caves, mainly the Library Cave
(Mogao Caves No.17). '

5. Music and Dance Research Unit

_In charge of research on the dance and music data from

Dunhu mural pamtmgs as well as ancient music scores
and dance elements in the Dunhuang written sources.

6. Data Center

In charge of the study of relevant data, including books,
magazines and treatises; providing the research personnel
of the Dunhuang Research Academy with classified,
comprehensive and systematic material.

7. Reception

In charge of guided and professional tours.

8. Editorial Department

In charge of compiling editing and publishing the quarterly
magazine Dunhuang Research, as well as treatises by
researchers of the academy.

9. Photography and Video Department

In charge of photographing and video-ing Dunhuang
Grottoes, as well as supplying researchers with visual and
other relevant material.

10.Seminar Council

In charge of overall administration of professional work and
research, as well as foreign academic exchanges.

Translated by Yang Fuxue
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