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Introduction

This dictionary consists of 7400 new terms that have appeared in
China between 1949 and 1999, Most of them originated after 1978.
Some are previously established terms with new meanings or first came
into use only in special regions, trades, sections of society or the party
and have become popular in recent years.

To help readers understand and learn them, they are also written
in the Chinese phonetic alphabet (pinyin), together with explanations
in English. Most entries are provided with phrases, and altogether 2800
examples are given for most.

The entries selected for this dictionary are drawn from a wide
range of books, newspapers and magazines published in China. They
include terms used in political affairs, economics, cultural and military
affairs, science and technology, and other areas. The entries them-
selves can be words, phrases, abbreviations, colloguial expressions,
and popular terms.

All entries are amranged according to the Chinese phonetic alpha-
bet and the four tones of the word. A hyphen is used between words of
a short term. Special terms are capitalized. If a term does not have an
appropriate English equivalent, a literal translation is given, followed
by a detailed explanation. If a term has many connotations, further
clarification of its background and sphere of usage are given in English.

This dictionary is compiled mainly for people who are interested
in learning new Chinese terms. Readers who find it particularly helpful
will be English speaking students of contemporary Chinese , translators
and interpreters working in China and abroad, Chinese teachers and
students of English, and other inquisitive souls.

Editors
August, 2000
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