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Hannibal

TO HIS SOLDIERS

218 B.C.

If, soldiers, you shall by and by, in
judging of your own fortune, preserve the
same feelings which you experienced a little
before in the example of the fate of others,
we have already conquered; for neither was
that merely a spectacle, but, as it were, a
certain representation of your condition.
And I know not whether fortune has not
thrown around you still stronger chains and
more urgent necessities than around your
captives. On the right and left two seas en-
close you, without your possessing even
more impetuous than the Rhone; the Alps
behind, scarcely passed by you when fresh
and vigorous, hem you in.

Here, soldiers, where you have first
met the enemy, you must conquer or die;
and the same fortune which has imposed the
necessity of fighting holds out to you, if
victorious, rewards than which men are not

. 8 .
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wont to desire greater, even from the im-
mortal gods. If we were only about to recov-
er by our valor Sicily and Sardinia, wrested
from our fathers, the recompense would be
sufficiently ample; but whatever, acquired
and amassed by so many triumphs, the Ro-
mans possess, all, with its masters them-
selves, will become yours. To gain this rich
reward, hasten, then, and seize your
arms, with the favor of the gods.

Long enough, in pursuing cattle
among the desert mountains of Lusitania
and Celtiberia, you have seen no emolu-
ment from so many toils and dangers; it is
time to make rich and profitable cam-
paigns, and to gain the great reward of your
labors, after having accomplished such a
length of journey over so many mountains
and rivers, and so many nations in arms.
Here fortune has granted you the termina-
tion of your labors; here she will bestow a
reward worthy of the service you have un-
dergone. Nor, in proportion as the war is
great in name, ought you to consider that
the victory will be difficult. A despised
enemy has often maintained a sanguinary

.10 -
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contest, and renowned states and kings
have been conquered by a very slight
effort.

For, setting aside only the splendor of
the Roman name, what remains in which
they can be compared to you? To pass over
in silence your service for twenty years,
distinguished by such valor and success,
you have made your way to this place from
the pillars of Hercules, from the ocean and
the remotest limits of the world, advancing
victorious through so many of the fiercest
nations of Gaul and Spain; you will fight
with a raw army, which this very summer
was beaten, conquered, and surrounded by
the Gauls, as yet unknown to its general,
and ignorant of him. Shall I compare my-
self — almost born, and certainly bred, in
the tent of my father, that most illustrious
commander, myself the subjugator of Spain
and Gaul, the conqueror too not only of the
Alpine nations, but, what is much more,
of the Alps themselves — with this six-
months’ general, the deserter of his
army? — to whom, if anyone, having tak-
en away their standards, should today
show the Carthaginians and Romans, I am

e 12 -
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