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. The Thirze Tortolsss

Once upon a time, there
were three tortoises who were
friends.

One of them was a large
tortoise, one was a medium-
sized tortoise and the third was
a small tortoise.

One day they went into a
restaurant and ordered some
cake.

While they were waiting for
the cake, they remembered that
they hadn’t brought any money.

“Hey, we forgot to bring money to pay for our cake,” the big
tortoise said.

“The little tortoise can go home and get it,” the medium-sized
tortoise said. “He’s the youngest, so he should be the one to go.”

The little tortoise wasn’t very pleased at this, but he knew he
shouldn’t argue with his elders, so he said, “All right, I'll go. But you
must promise not to eat my cake while I'm away.”

The large tortoise and the medium-sized tortoise agreed, and
the little tortoise set off for home to get some money.

A few days later, the big tortoise said to the medium-sized
tortoise, “Let’s eat the little tortoise’s cake. I'm hungry again.”

“So am |,” the medium-sized tortoise said, and reached for the
cake.

As she did so, the little tortoise shouted from near the door of
the restaurant, “If you touch my cake, | won't go and get the
money!”’




( New Words and Expressions

tortoise / ‘to:tas /n. '4fa
medium / 'mi:diom / adj, FEK
forget / fa'get /v. &id
argue / 'a:gju: /v. iR

elder/ 'elda / n. FREAH
promise / 'promis /v. &Ri, fif
touch / atf /v. fil, &

_ | Y,

EXERCISE |

1. Choose the best answer a, b, ¢ or d, to these questions about
the story.
ffa, b, c. dPEH-—TREGHRRFNEE

A. The three tortoises
(a) were related.
(b) knew each other.
(c) were no longer friends.
(d) lived in a restaurant.

B. The three tortoises realized they had forgotten their money
(@) inside the restaurant.
(b) before they went into the restaurant.
(c) after they ordered.
(d) before they ordered.

C. The little tortoise
(a) didn’t mind getting the money.
{(b) wanted to share his cake.
(c) agreed to go and get the money.
(d) enjoyed getting the money.



D. The little tortoise
(a) hadn’t gone very far after a few days.
(b) had returned quite quickly.
(c) had brought the money with him.
(d) couldn’t hear the other tortoises’ words from the door.

Complete sentences (a) to (e) with phrases from (f) to (j).
B () ZE () 5l (a) £ (e) WATEA T .

(a) The tortoises wanted e * () theirmoney.
to

(b) Unfortunately, they * (g) to go and get their
had forgotten money.

(c) They told the J * (h) hungry after a few
youngest tortoise days.

(d) The older tortoises . * (i) notto eat his cake.
agreed

(e) However, they . *» (j) eatsome cake.
became

Think of words that mean the opposite of these words from the
story.
P H T IIRE ARENRRR XA

(a) remembered

(b) tiny

(c) stopped

(d) whispered

(e) far




4. Write T for True or F for False beside these statements about
the story.
HERANEREMENNFREWLET G 8 F (R

(@) The smallest tortoise was happy to go and get their money
for the cakes. —_

(b) The older tortoises sent the smallest tortoise because he
was the youngest. -

(c) One of the older tortoises suggested they all go back home.

(d) The big tortoise wanted to eat the youngest tortoise’s cake.

(e) The youngest tortoise heard their last conversation.

5. Complete the following sentences about the story by putting in
the correct form of the verb in parentheses.
N BUHE S5 9 8 3 T BUE M TR, SERE EARKCE R T

(a) Three tortoises (togo) ___ out for a walk one
day.
(b) They (tosee) ___ a restaurant and (to decide)
to goinside.
(c) They (toorder)_______ three pieces of cake, but then

they (forealize) ____ _ that they (to have)

no money.




6. Read the story again and find four things wrong with this picture.
Write a sentence for each one saying what is wrong.
HIRRE AR, RFERT IR PIL R, BEE N AEIEY N

AN
AT
ITrulA
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

b R RIS R A R
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SO AMI

Usage A1 M

EEET, NEBRRIARNREAREEN RS EASR
ME AR, MER “so” Jk, RABEMEIAMEE .

WMERKES, K3%i “I'm hungry again.” it 5
faif: “Soam 1.” B WK T EE, BT “so”
PG, SEREES “Soaml.” AL “I'm” .

VTR, EXMAFER, dERaEw . war—a 8
FKE “be, have, should, can, will . H & Ba#hid, WAL
FE—HLL “s0” FFLM T B OSURMRN A, o

| should go home now. So should she.
They can both play the piano. Socan .

She’s lazy. So’s he./So is he.
They’ll enjoy it. So will you.

WRAT-AAKRIT NN, FE—BH “do” kERE
Al “do” MeZALHE B — KRS .
They went to China fast year. So did we.

She plays tennis every day. So does he. f

| love to go swimming. Sodol. ]

WRA—MRANGTZEM, FENHEA “neither” skt :
“so--” \

| can’t hear you. Neither can she. ‘

You’re not listening. Neither is Paul. \

| don’t want to go. Neither do they. \




EXERCISE Il

Write the correct responses for these statements using the subject

given in parentheses and beginning each sentence with “So ...” or

“Neither ...".

Jy N - A E R RY N I B TNTRIE EIE, BRER
“So..."7 B “Neither...” JI%.

(a) I've been to China. (Peter)

(b) Julie didn’t want to buy one of Ann’s paintings. (1)

(c) Tom would love to go to Australia. (Bob and Christian)

(d) The desk’s going to fall. (chair)

(e) We’re not going to the fair. (Helen and Roy)

() Jeff plays tennis every Monday. {you)




2. An Old Friesngd

Carol Evans hated to be
wrong.

If she made a mistake, she
could never admit it.

One day, she was walking
along the street when she
bumped into another woman.

She looked at the woman
very carefuily.

Then she said, “Kate Foster!
Well, well, well, | haven't seen
you for ten years.”

She looked the woman up
and down.

“But you've changed, Kate,” she went on. “You used to be fat
but now you're thin.”

She smiled at her, “But you look well and it's good to see you
again.”

She took the woman’s hand and shook it.

“But, oh, you have changed,” she said. “I've never known
anyone change so much. You used to have thick hair but now it's
very thin. You didn’t used to wear glasses but now you're wearing
really thick ones.”

She smiled at the woman again.

“But you're still the same Kate Foster | used to have coffee with
every week. We had some good times, didn’t we, Kate?”

“Excuse me, ma’am,” the woman said, “but my name isn’t Kate
Foster.”

Carol thought for a minute, then she said, “So you've changed
your name as well, haven't you?”




