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PREFACE

In the development and constructions of the coastal areas of China ,the weak ground improvement is

one of the difficult problems which are often ed by g i il s . There arc many

methods used in the weak ground improvement . One of lately widely used method is prefabricated drains
,which was imported from abroad at the beginning of 80’s. The engineering practices have showed that this
method is successful and has many advantages for example case in construction;economy; efficiency etc.
Because of its success. this method has been introduced by the national technical codes.

Under the cfforts of many colleagues, the prefabricated drains used in China are now all produccd
domestically. These qualities are also good. Besides, significant development have been made in its design
theory,construction equipments, quality ¢ontrol and so on . This conference was sponsored by the Dep. of
Management Scicace of Hohai, the Geotechnical Dep. of Nanjing Hudraulic Research Institute ,
Reasearch Institute of Navigation Engineering Burcau , Ministry of Communications, and Tianjing Port
Engincering Institute,to provide an oppertunity for the interchange of new ideas,achievements and experi-
énces on engineering problemes of this method,with special emphasis placed on its latest development. The
conference was held at the cultivation center of Hohai University in Huang Shan, from July 24 to 30,1990,
It is sure that this method will be promoted to a new level and betser serve the Socialist Construction.

this volume consists of one general report , one state of—the—art report, 34 papers and one discussion .
in which design , construction equipements, field tests, and standards for quality of prefabricated drains
ete. are involved.I believe all papers in this volume will make a contribution to the method of prefabricated
drains.

Chong—Wen Sheng
Nanjing Hydraulic Rescarch Institute
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APPLICATION OF PREFABRICATED DRAINS AND THEIR
FUTURE INVESTIGATIONS IN CHINA

Ye Bairong, Rescarch Institute of 3rd Navigation Engincering Burcau,
the Miuistry of Commanications

Prefabricated drains have been widely used in various projects in China since SPB—1 prefabricated drains
were produced in China in 1981, According to the incomplete statistics up to 1989, more than 20 million
meters of prefabricated drains were used in practical project, obtaining remarkable economic benefit and
social benefit.

Some examples where prefabricated drains were used are givin in this paper. Models and properties of pre-
fabricated drains,testing methods, design and calculation,model of prefabricated drains installation ma-
chines,technical requirements and precautions for prefabricated drains ins;aliatlon are also described. The
paper coucludes with the author’s view on the future investigation of prefabricated drains so as to cnable

prefabricated drains to play a more importanl‘m]e in engincering projects.
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