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Exploring the Mystery of the Bonan Route and the Jongchang Route ’“ﬁ :
- The ancient route which started from Dah, climbed over the _Bonan Mountain, crossed the ",
Lancangjiang River and reaghed Baoshan was rugged and difficult and called the Bonan Rlee :
Baoshan was the ancient Jongchang Prefecture of the Han Dynasty at the .extreme south
border. The. passage leading to Burma and India was then named the .longcpa g,ikoute '
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B q:%:F(& e MLE e anan(Leshan) The section of the route from Chengdu to Yibin along the Minjiang River was called the
Lu Maoniu Mt. mei : / Minjiang River Route. In the 4th centure B. C. Chang E, a Qin general , opened up the Five—
‘ (Ha“yu;{“ TAA Feet — Wide Route which led directly to Yunnan. This marked the beginning of the official
' management and development of’ the Silk Road in Southwest China by the Central Government
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; '_ B/efd're the flood in the Chengdu Plain was harnessed during the period of the ancient Shu
.4 : ! State. The trading route winding its way in the Minshan Mountains was called the West
;‘ i 4 h U*%(Elﬁ) Mountain. R'ou;e. while the route form the Chengdu Plain to Yunnan via Ya’an and Xichang was
| e ° " = called the Yak Route. The East Route and the West Route met at Dali, Yunnan, and further
: : - ‘exténded to the west.
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The stone unicorn inlaid in the tree.
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Introduction

beyond the Great Wall where merchants of ancient times traveled adn

trudged under the starlit night sky accompanied by the tinckling of the
camel bells, for they might not know that long before the world-known Silk
Road in Northwest China was opened up there had already existed another people-
to-people trading route quietly carrying on the economic and cultural exchange
between the East and the West—— the Silk Road in Southwest China which the
present picture album will unfold befor the reader.

In the southwest part of China, the Hengduan Mountain Range formed by a
series of north-south running mountains and valleys, with its singular
geographical structure, presents many magnificent and colourful natural
landscapes and contain numerous kinds of rare and precious animals and plants.
Since the pre-historic age this region has been a very good passageway for the
various Chinese nationalities to live and to move about, and up to now there still

S peaking of the Silk Road, people will naturally think of the Gobi Deset
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A string of carriers.

live a dozen of national monorities here such as Qiang, Yi, Zang (Tibetan), Hui,
Bai, Dai, Lisu, Pumi, Achang, De’ang, Jingpo etc. . The Silk Road in Southwest
China developed on this ancient national corridor starts from the fertile Chiegdu
Plain, passes Yunnan Province, enters Burma and India, and finally reaches as
far as the Middle Asia and Europe.

In the summer of 1986, in the San Xing Dui (the Thre-Star Mound) Cultural
Site of Guanghan met far north of Chengdu were unearthed a great number of
exquisite bronze wares and many tooth-shells brought back from the warm coasts
of Burma and India. This strongly proves that as early as 3,000 years ago, the
highly-developed Ba-Shu culture already had contacts with the coastal regions.

During the period of the Warring States, due to the expansion of the State of
Qin, the various tribes of the ancient Qiang people were forced to move southward
along the Hengduan Mountain Range, and became the chief ancestors of the
Zang, Yi, Naxi, Lisu, Pumi and other nationalities and their branches. Zhang
E, a Qin general, opened up the Five-Feet-Wide Route leading south based on the
original road built by the Bo people, thus initiating the official management of
the Silk Road in Southwest China by the Central Government. Towards the end of
the 4th century B. C., the remnants of the Shu Kingdom fled south along this
ancient route after the Kingdom was extinguished by the Qin State, and finally
reached the northern part of Vietnam where they founded the Wenlang Kingdom,
thus bringing the splendid Be-Shu culture to the southwest region and
disseminating it there. In some ancient tombs in Sichuan and Yunnan Provinces
were also excavated glazed pearls imported from West Asia during this period.

In the second century B. C. Han Wu Di the Emperor sent Zhang Qian, the
Marquis of Bowang, as an envoy to the Western Regions. After experiencing
many difficulties and dangers, Zhang Qian finally arrived at Afghanistan where
he was surprised to see Sichuan’s special products--- Shu cleth and Qiong bamboo
sticks brought back by merchants via India. It was obvious that unknown
forerunners had already opened the route connecting the Chinese continent with
South and West Asia long before. Later, the imperial court of the Han Dynasty
devoted all energy to the development of Southwest China by stationing officials
and building post roads in the whole area, so that the traces and influences of the
Han nationality with the civilization of Central China extended as far as to the
bordering region of Yunnan and Burma. The military expeditions to the south
carried by Zhuge Liang during the period of the Shu-Han Dynasty further
strengthened the bloed-and -flesh ties among the various brotherly nationalities of
China in this region.

From the Sui and Tang Dynasties to the Sung Dynasty there were frequent
wars along this ancient route and the area south of the Dadu River was long under
the rule of the local regime of the Nanzhao and Dali Kingdoms in Yunnan
Province. In the Tang Dynasty, however, the Silk Road in Northwest China was
at its zenith of development and overshadowed the older Silk Road in Southwest
China in fame and reputation. In the Yuan Dymasty, Hubilie Khan led his army
to march southward along the Hengduan Mountains, and took the Yunnan-
Guizhou Plateau. The management of the Southwest border regions by the Ming
Dynasty was a great success. The valiant general Deng Zilong with his crack
troops once ran to the rescue of the border pass, and performed heroic deeds in
putting down the rebellion there.

After the Sung and Ming Dynasties. the Silk Road in Southwest China was
gradually on the decline as a result of the thriving of the Silk Route on the Sea.
But national migration, commercial trading. religious dissemination and military
actions never ceased along this ancient road which up to now still plays its role in
China’s external contacts.

In the past hundred yeurs, the people of various nationalities in the west part
of Yunnan Province have made indelible contributions to the struggle of resistance
against the invasion by the imperialist powers. Especially during the Secend
World War, the Chinese people built up their Great Wall with their flesh and
blood to defend the Silk Road in Southwest China and made the China-Burma-
India Highway built along the main line of this ancient road the only
international route of China at that time.
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The glacier in the Hailuo Gully
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