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Unit 1

NMICE 1997

A

JINTAN. JIANGSU: The 20 students -— 18 boys and 2 girls — had a thousand rea-
sons to be proud of thcmselves. They had just climbed their way to the top rung out of 4
million students taking part in the Fifth National Hua Luogeng Geld Cup Mathematics
Contest on Tuesday evening.

The 20 gold medal winners are all primary and middle school students under the age
of 1.1

“Many of the problems are of collcge level and these pupils can figure them out. Ft
is just unbehievable! ™ said a teacher from Guangdong Province.

Named after China’s most famous mathematician. Hua Luogeng. the Contest
started in 1986. one year after his death. In less than 10 years, it has been recognized by
the State Education Commission as the country’s biggest and best contest of its kind.

1. This news story is mainly about
A. when the Contest started
B. how the Contest got its name
C. the 20 pupils who have won gold medals in the Contest
D. the 5th National Hua Luogeng Gold Cup Mathematics Contest
2. This news story most probably appeared in a newspaper in .
A 1986 B. 1487 C. 1955 D, 1997
3. It can be inferred from the text that the teacher from Guangdong Province
A. felt proud of the gold medal winners
B. wondered if the students were honest
C. thought that the problems were too difficult for the students
D. believed that the twenty winners could go to study at university
1. The underlined phrase “figure out” in the text means .
A. work out B. add up C. guess D. swudy

rung n. Bk contest n. TE State Education Commission ExR#HE

=) - fi B
. D, MoxmERE. 2R -RHFEME. EEBLARMAANNE., —£6 20 £%4 0
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lems B XD, B A HIEFRER.
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B

In the 193075, a lot of people in the USA were out of work. Among these people was
a4 man named Alfred Butts, He always had an interest in word games and so, to fill his
time. he planned a game which he called “Lexico”. However. he was not completely
satisfied with the game, so he made a number of changes to it and. in time, changed its
name {rom *Lexico” to “Alph” and then to “Criss « Cross”. He wanted to make some
moncy from his new game. but he didn’t have any real commercial success.

In 1939, Butts happened to meet a man called Jim Brunot who showed an interest in
the new game. The two men worked together on developing the game and in 1948 it was
offered for sale in the United States under its new name — “Scrabble”.

At first. it didn 't selt very well. In the first year it sold just 2,250 sets and by 1951
it had only reached 8,500 sets a year.

Then in 1952 the manager of Macy 's department store in New York, Jack Strauss,
happened to play “Scrabble™ while he was on holiday. He thought it was a wonderful
game and. when he went back to work after his holiday, he insisted that Macy’s should
stock the game and make an effort to call the public’s attention to it.

As a result, "Scrabble” became a big success in the United States and it soon spread
to Australia and then to other English-speaking countries.

5. The text is mainly about
A. “Lexico” B. three men C. a word game D. Alfred Butis
6. Alfred Butts invented the game “Lexico”
A. 1o make himself famous
B. to make spelling simpler
C. when he was out of work and looking for a job
D. when he was playing word games to pass the time
7. Who madc “Scrabble” popular?
A. Alfred Butts. B. Jack Strauss.
C. Alfred Butts and Jim Brunot. D. Jack Strauss and Jim Brunot.
8. When did Alfred Butts first put his game on the market?

2 HBERASH - OiEAR



A. In 19349, B. In 1948.
C. Before 1939, D. Between 1939 and 1948.

commercial adj. Bt stock v. fif&

5. C, M XHEHY. AL FEIHBEE—THRNE UM RESIERAEN. ©ILEE
% ih Eeway Lexico 3] Criss « Cross.i)5 L Scrabble sE[R{VR ., A E C MIF
R

6. D, #ITTHIBHE, F—-BE TAYRNEIRIRT M B B xR AR AR O T IHEEH ] (o
il his time?, fi%i+ T —#FA%, BRZ 7 Lexico, HMHE D M T HAE.

7. B, fHAVERARE, {BIECE B IRIRATE JTack Strauss A Macy s FIZAE&IX Ak
TEHE RS MR A RIS B, RIS —-EAY as a result FH R BT Jack H%8 4,
A Scrabble )" 2GR, FHHE B BIF#SE.

C. 41 WM. - BRES— Wi Alfred A0 T (09 3 i Ak B SC 4R T A RTH . X il
HE A 5L 42 1939 F AT Lk @ Tt EHHE C B EREER.

C

Allan goes everywhere with Birgitta Anderson, a 54-year-old secretary. He moves
around her office at work and goes shopping with her. “Most people don’t seem to mind
Allan,”says Birgitta, who thinks he is wonderful. “He’s my fourth child,”she says. She
may think of him and trcat him that way. buying his food, paying his health bills and his
taxes, but in fact Allan is a dog.

Birgitta and Allan live in Sweden, a country where everyone is expected to lead an
orderly Jife according to rules laid down by the government, which also provides a high
level of care for its people. This level of care costs money.

People in Sweden pay taxes on everything. so you aren’t surprised to find that
owning a dog means yet morc taxes, Some people are paying as much as 500 Swedish
kronor in taxes a year for the right to keep their dog, money that is spent by the government
on dog hospitals and sometimes medical treatment for a dog that falls ill. However, most
such treatment is expensive, so owners often decide to pay health and even life insurance
for their dog.

In Sweden, dog owners must pay for any damage their dog does. A Swedish Kennel
Club official explains that this means: if your dog runs out on the road and gets hit by a
passing car you, as the owner. have to pay for any damage done to the car, even if your
dog has been kiiled in the accident.

9. Birgitta pays taxes for Allan because .

A. he is her dog B. he is her child

C. he follows her everywhere D. he often falls ill
10. The money paid as dog taxes is used to
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A. keep a high level of care for the people
B. pay for damage done by dogs
C. provide medical care for dogs
D. buy insurance of dog owners

11. 1f a dog cause a car accident and gets killed, who should pav {or the damage done to

the car?
‘The owner of the car. B. The owner of the dog.
The insurance company. D. The government.

12. From the text it can be inferred that in Sweden
A dogs are welcome in public places B. keeping dogs means asking for trouble
C. many car accidents are caused by dogs ). people care much about dogs

insurance  n. {55 damage  n. 5L

PR

G0N I VRBERE ., SE BT URIR N T HE TR MR A AR A0 e iﬂﬂtﬁfﬁ,«zA}JIHﬁJ"&ﬁt

10. C. 90 W HARE, MEF AN DRAAER. B EESE AR ES money A pay 1Y
T T ILA A AR I B THR., RIS EER: %A TH
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1. B A0 ARE ., ORI ERMA —R1EBERIE .. .. if your dog. .. gets hit by a passing
car you. as the owner (ff % £ A). have to pay for any damage done to the

I HEE B PSR,
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[ D)

Supposc you work in a big firm and find English very important for your job because
you often deal with foreign businessmen. Now you are looking for a place where you can
improve your English. especially your spoken English.

Here are some advertisements about English language training from ncwspapers.
You may find the information you need.

Global English Centre
% General English in all tour skills: listeniag. speaking. reading, and writing,
¥ 3-month (7U0 vuan). 6-month (1,200 yuen) and oneg-year (2,000 vuan) courscs.
# Choice of morning or evening classes. 3 hours per day. Mon — Fri.
¥ Expericneed college English teachers.
# Close to oity centre and bus siops.
lel. 67405272 Add; 105 Zhongshan Road. 100082

4 BRI OE - BEAM



Modern Language Schoof
#¢ Special courses in English for business. travel. banking. hotel management and office skills.
# Small classes (12 163 on Sat. from 2,00 -— 5,00 p. m.
# Native English teachers from Canada and USA.
# Language lab and computers supplied.
¥ 3-month coursc: 1,05¢ vuan; 6-month coursc: 1,850 yuan.

Add; Maodern Language School. 670 Park Road. 100056

Tel: 67353019

The 21st Century Fnglish Training Centre
¥ We specialize in effective teaching at all levels.
¥ We offer morning or afternoon clusses. both of which last three months and a hatl a1 # cost of 800
Yraan,
# We also have a six-week TOEFL preparation class during winter and summer holidays.
# Entrance exams: Junc 1 and Dec. 1.
¥ Only 15-minute walk from city centre.
Call 67801642 tor more information.

The International House of English

# Three/Six-month English courses for students of all levels at very low cost; 60 yuan far 12 hours
per week; convenient class hours: 9:00 — 12.00 a.m. and 2:00 - 5,00 p.m.

# A four-month evening programme for developing speaking skills (same cost as day classesy.

# Well-trained Chincse and forcign teachers cxperienced in teaching English as a second. forcign
language.

# Free sightseeing and social activities.

¥ Very close to the Central Park.

For further information. call 67142308,

13. You work from 9:00 a.m. to 1.30 p. m. every day. Which school will you choose?
A. Global English Centre and Modern Language School.
B. Global English Centre and the International House.
C. Modern Language School and the 21st Century.
D. The 21st Century and the International House.
11. The 21st Century is different from the other three schools in that _
A. its teaching quality is beiter B. it is ncarest to the city centre
C. its courses are more advanced

D. it requires an entrance cxamination
15. You will probably prefer to go to the International House because it
A. offers free sightseeing and social activities

B. has a special course in spoken English

C. costs less than the other schools

D. has native English tcachers

If you take the evening programme at the International House, you will pay about
A. 60 yuan B. 240 yuan C. 720 yuan D. 1,000 vuan

effective  adj. mifg Ay convenient adj. Jr{#
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13. B, U{#iH5355E. Global English Centre f9BHA]ZHER: K AR LR =/ kg &
| 3R =/, 3 BB A9 AT AT L _E 08 s the International House 45 3 pu -~ A
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E

Amcrica is growing older. Fifty years ago. only 4 out of every 100 people in the
United States were 65 or older. Today. 10 out of every 100 Americans are over 65. The
aging of the population will affect American society in many ways — cducation. medi-
cine, and business, Quietly, the graying of America has made us a very different
socicty  one in which people have a quite different idea of what kind of behavior is
suitable at various ages.

A person’s age no longer tells you anything about his or her social position, mur-
riage or health. There’s no longer a particular year in which one goes to school or goes
to work or gets married or starts a family. The social clock that kept us on time and told
us when to go to school, get a job, or stop working isn’t as strong as it used to be. It
doesn "t surprise us to hear of a 29-year-old university president or a 35-year-uld grand-
mother, or a 70-year-old man who has become a father for the first time. Public ideas
are changing.

Many people say, “I am younger than my mother -— or my father — was at my
age. ” No one says “Act your age”any more. We've stopped looking with surprise at
older people who act in youthful ways.

17. It can be learnt from the text that the aging of the population in America

A. has made people feel younger

B. has changed people’s social position

C. has changed people’s understanding of age

D. has stowed down the country’s social development
18. The underlined word “one™ refers to

A, a society B. America C. a place D. population
19. “Act your age” means people should

A. be active when they are old

B. do the right thing at the right age

C. show respect to their parents

6 ' BELEASA - RIEAN



D.

take more physical exercise suitable to their age

20. M a 25-ycar-old man becomes general manager of a big firm. the writer of the text
would most probably consider it

Al

normal B. wonderful C. unbelievable D. unreasonable

affect v. B behavior n. 7%

17. C.

18. A,

19. B,

20. A,

AW, LER BREE-RIERER CAES . fEXHE— AR, A
TS AFESE TR 280EL FAREDR. ERERER AW Z®RL
B ©ATT TG R A, PIBE C HE B R,

] SCHEDRE . FRATT & SE ol LAB RS “one” FANEEIT SHTM — 4> %7, B H in which
S| A ETE AR T L8 A one $54X a socicty, PIERE A FIEHREE.

i) XAEMER . Act your age M5 -9 MBS — AT [ idea of what kind of
bchaviour is suitable at various ages{ 7E A B FIERE, (T AXERIT R 2 S0 il
J2 BIiAT % the right thing at the right age, jAbEY right #E8 suitable 4 &
B, HAit#E B NERER.

PR, B% Bh EETXFHESE LN T A KW Bl It doesn’t sur-
prise us to hear of. ... HIMHT A NEREE,
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Unit 2

NMET 1998

A

Today . roiler-skating is easy and fun. But a long time ago, it wasn’t casy at all. Be-
fore 1750. the idea of skating didn’t exist. That changed because of a man named Joseph
Merlin. Merlin’s work was making musical instruments. In his spare time he liked to
play the violin, Joseph Merlin was a man of idecas and dreams. People called him a
dreamer.

One day Merlin received an invitation to attend a fancy dress ball. He was very
pleascd and a little excited. As the day of the party came near, Merlin began to think
how to make a grand cntrance at the party. He had an idea. He thought he would get a
lot of attention if he could skate into the room.

Merlin tried different ways to make himself roll. Finally, he decided to put two
wheels under each shoe. "These were the first roller skates. Merlin was very proud of his
invention and dreamed of arriving at the party on wheels whife playing the violin.

On the night of the party Merlin rolled into the room playing his violin. Everyone
was astonished to see him. There was just one problem. Merlin had no way to stop his
roller skates. Me rolled on and on. Suddenly, he ran into a huge mirror that was hanging
on the wail. Down fell the mirror, breaking to pieces. Nobody forgot Merlin®s grand
cntrance for a long timc!

1. The text 1s mainly about .
A, a strange man
B. an unvsual party
C. how roller skating began

D. how people enjoyed themselves in the 18th century

2. People thought Merlin was a drcamer because he o

A. often gave others surprises B. was a gifted musician

C. invented the roller skates D. was full of imagination
3. Merlin put wheels under his shoes in order to

AL tmpress the party guests B. arrive at the party sooner

C. test his invention D. show his skill in walking on wheels
1.

What is the main point the writer is trying to make in the last paragraph?
A. 'The roiler skates needed further improvement.
B. The party guests wok Merlin for a fool.

8/ GBREBASE - WEAR



C. Merlin succeeded beyond expectation.

D. Meriin got himself into trouble.

fancy adj. FFFHY, AR dress ball fhik 2

o)l AR

1. C, M XEERY, 3% BHEH r XMW EEE — roller skating, A 1. Today.
roller skating is casy and fun. 5[HiEZE. % 5/ H but $447. 731 H But a long time
ago. it wasn't casy at all. % = B]2248 17 roller skating F #5901 E) Before 1730,
the idea didn”t exist. P45 2 X .0 That changed because of a man
named Joseph Merlin, N X EUERRT loscph Merlin £ G 4 BH roller skating ;X

SE AU, i BERS SCRE I S gk C

2. D, HEMHIBE., AB.C -3 ER L E,E\%%Ek KA D B ARG X 0 LR E G
MIgiie. HIST D S EMRAE,

30N, A VWPRERA ., AT AGimpress the party guests) B 55 ;fﬁﬁﬁfx‘h?—'ﬁjiﬁﬂ? gel a lot
of attention F2RET T, AHHE A HILHKES

LoC, MESBHM, HEERENESEZEN, X#ERE B U‘F‘fk“fll Merlin (i Atz i )

R P le?‘A{i FOKRERE R, (FR XA RS A AR B

HHE N AR JCHE S0 R N A R . IR C R E R,

B

"As 1 stood in {ront of the grave of President Richard Nixon, 1 was thinking about
the time 20 years ago when this president helped bring the United States and China
closer together. Young people of our two countries should heip this relationship grow. "

This remark was made by a Shanghai student when speaking to his fellow students at
the Nixon Library in California. U. S. A. He was one of 80 middle school students from
China attending a Month-long “Youth Summit”™. The Summit was to mark the 25th anni-
versary of President Nixon’s journey to China, which was the turning point in China
U. S. relations.

The Youth Summit was aimed at increasing understanding and friendship between
young students of the two countries through visits and discussions. Seventy-five Ameri-
can studeats were selected to visit China. They also visited the Nixon Library on July 21
before leaving for Beijing the next day. The head of the Library said he was pleascd to
see the American and Chinese students talking and laughing together.

Onc Chinese student said, “I didn’t find it particularly difficult 10 talk with Ameri-
cans. We have our differcnces. but we have a lot in common. Dialogue is good for us. ™

The words *Youth Summit” refer to
A. visits to the Nixon Library

B. the Chinese students” visit to the U. S,
C. & meeting discussing relations between China and the U. S.

Unit2 / 9



D. activitics to strengthen the ties between the Chinese and American students
6. The student from Shanghai thought about the time 25 years ago because it was when

Nixon .

A died B. visited China

C. became U. S. president . started building the library in his name
7. The text 1s mainly about

A. the China-U. S, relations B. the Nixon Library

C. President Nixon D. the Youth Summit

grave n. B anniversasy  n. Bl

5. D, MYTMME, CEF BT Summit 5T #2 % The Summit was to mark the
25th anniversary of Nixon's journey to China. B8] WX 2 — B a1 50, M it
HE D AIERER.

6. B, MY, hE—8RSRINIEREER R B,

7. D, MEVEXEH, @iESXTAAZFEHMRIKIENGEK.AENER, B
BLARSE D OAMEFREE.

C

At 9:00 Dick Spivak’s bank telephoned and said his payment was late. “The check is
in the post."Dick replied quickly. At 11:45 Dick Jeft for a 12.00 meeting across town.
Arriving late, he explained that traffic had been bad. That evening, Dick’s girlfriend
wore a new dress. He hated it. “It looks just great on you, "he said.

Three lies in one day! Yet Dick Spivak is just an ordinary man. Each time, he told
himself that sometimes the truth cause too many problems. Most of us tell much the
same white lies, on our age, education, and even where we live. According to one U. S.
study, women are more truthful than men, and honesty increases. as we get older.

While most people use little white lies to make life easier, the majority of Ameri-
cans care about honesty in both public and personal life. They say that people today are
less honest than they were ten years ago. Although it is believed that things are getting
worse, lying seems to be an age-old human problem. The French philosopher Vauven-
argues, writing in the eighteenth century, touched on the truth when he wrote, “All
men are born truthful and die liars. ”

8. When the writer says. “Dick Spivak is just an ordinary man.” he means _

A it is common the people tell white lies

B. Dick could do nothing about bad traffic

C. it is common that people delay their payment

D. Dick found it hard to dcal with everyday problems

4. According to the teat, most Americans

0/ B XiFEATA - RiERwH



A, hate white lies B. belicve white lics

C. valuc honesty D. consider others dishonest
10. Vauvenargucs' remark suggests that

A. lying is an age-oid human problem

B. dishonesty increases, as people get older

C. people were dishenest in the 18th century

0. it is social conditions that make people tell lies

traffic  ». i philosopher  n. %% liar n. BEEEH

2 et pr

8. A, HEMFHEEEE, Dick Spivak is just an ordinary man. X 9358 758 15N
G x5 BRI L F O A R, X AR E 0 Three lies in one day!
WEAMIEY Y Yet - - FRL B ER ., RE- KT I R - . e
BT A BRI R

o SCMET RS, i RS iR . majority of Americans 5 care about. H Y care
about {£3X B Y T valuc. [HMLHERT C A EMRER,

10, D, VPR R R, R R B AR SRR - TR R R AR

G HIEL, XAIERER . IWEMASERMREIYN. REE XA e TR,

5 A

25 A CEGE T I white lies"'?}Zfr‘]fﬂlu?ﬁiﬂil{ﬁﬁ_%%ﬁ D.

D

The report came to the British on May 21. 1941, The German battleship Bismarck,
the most powerful warship in the world. was moving out into the Atlantic Occan. Her
task: to destroy the ships carrying supplies from the United States to war-torn England.

The British had feared such a task. No warship they had could match the Bismarck
in speed or in firepower. The Bismarck had cight 15-inch guns and 81 smaller guns, She
could move at 30 nautical miles an hour. She was believed to be unsinkable.

However. the British had to sink her. They sent out a task force headed by their
best battleship Hood to hunt down the Bismarck. On May 24, the Hood found
the Bismarck.

It was a meeting that the German commander Luctjens did not want to see. His
orders were to destroy the British ships that were carrying supplics, but 1o stay away
from a tight with British warships.

The battle didn’t iast long. The Bismarck’s first torpedo hit the Hood, which went
down taking all but three of her 1,419 men with her.

But in the fight. the Bismarck was slightly damaged. Her commander decided to run
for repairs to France, which had at that time been taken by the Germans. The British

force followed her. However, because of the Bismarck’s speed and the heavy fog, they
lost sight of her.
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