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ABSTRACT

The history of the Shiwei — Dada(Tatar), as an important link
that connects the history of the Xianbei in the past with that of
the Mongols which follows, has ever since aroused great at-
tention from scholars both at home and abroad, who have
produced quite a number of researches of high academic value
in this field now regarded as an international discipline. How-
ever, owing to the relative complicatedness and considerable
difficulties of this subject, certain researches still lack sys-
tematization and profundity, some of which are even unscien-
tific or fallacious. Academic circles in China or abroad have
not yet to the present published a comprehensive and system-
atic history of the Shiwei — Dada (Tatar), a fact which does
not accord with the important position of these two tribes in
history. In the present book, the author closely examines his-
torical documents and sources and his predecessors’ research
achievements, and studies rather comprehensively and pro-
foundly the origin of the Shiwei tribe, their ethnic structure
and evolution, geographical distribution, economy, socio —
cultural customs and language; as well as the name of the Da-
da(Tatar), their ethnic affinity, the thirty — clan Dada, the
nine — clan Dada, the Black Cart — Making Dada, the Yinshan
Mts Dada and the Hexi Dada, etc. The author points out that
the historical activities of the Shiwei — Dada occupied an im-
1



portant position in the history of the North China nationalities
as a whole; and a systematic research on the history of the
Shiwei — Dada can push back Mongolian history for a few cen-
turies earlier. The history of the Shiwei —Dada seems to be a
prelude to Mongolian history, or history of the Proto — Mon-
gols.

The present book is the very first systematic study of the his-
tory of the Shiwei — Dada.
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