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Preface

The clothing industry is traditionally one of the most labour-intensive industries in
the world. For developing countries with large populations and relatively low labour
costs, the clothing industry contributes significantly to their economic development,
providing substantial employment and earning foreign exchange through garment
exports.

Conversely, with the labour costs increasing, many developed countries have to
import garments to meet the demands of the domestic market. Many garment
manufacturers in such countries have changed their strategy. They have strengthened
their design team to design garments mostly suitable for the local market, and
transferred the clothing production to the countries having the advantages of lower
labour cost, which has greatly promoted international trade in clothing and sewn
products.

It is well known that English is a very important language in international trade.
Those who engage in it are reguired to know how to describe accessories, fabrics and
garments in English, how to understand and prepare the necessary documentation such
as working specification sheets and measurement charts etc. , and how to communicate
with foreign counterparts from the business negotiation to the fulfilment of orders, all
of which is conducted in English. Thus, knowledge of the processes, terminology and
specialized English terms regarding clothing and its production are essential.

The purpose of this book is to provide readers with such primary knowledge and
an understanding of the specialized terms. The book is written in both English and
Chinese so that the terminology may be compared and more readily understood.

This book is another cooperation between Dr. Zhuo Naijian and Dr. S. Harlock, a
pioneer in e-learning for textile and clothing. Both have many years of experience in
textile and clothing education at university level ; therefore it is believed that this book
can be of great benefit to those persons involved in international clothing trade as well
as clothing manufacture.

Special thanks are extended to Mr. Zhuo Shufan of Shanghai Institute of
Technology for his contributions in the preparation of the diagrams and vocabulary lists

in this book.
The authors
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CHAPTER 1 CLOTHING CLASSIFICATIONS

1 Classifications with a View to Everyday Life

Clothing may be classified in several ways. For example, everyday clothing may be classified
as underwear and outerwear according to the layer in which the clothes is worn. Underwear, or
underclothing , is the clothing worn close to the body, i. e. under other clothes, and outerwear, as
the name implies, referring to clothes worn over underwear. However, nowadays it may be
difficult to define whether a piece of clothing is to be considered as underwear or outerwear. For
example, a singlet top could be worn by a girl as either underwear or “outerwear” during the
summer season. And the T-shirt, which was historically considered to be underwear, is now
widely accepted as an outwear worn in public.

Another way commonly used to classify clothing is to classify an item of clothing as either a
“top” garment (upper garment) or a “bottom” garment (lower garment) according to the “half”
of the body on which it is worn, i. e. the “top” half from the neck downwards notionally to the
waist or the “bottom” half downwards from the waist to the feet. Attention should be paid to the
fact that, within a single garment that covers most of the body, the upper part of the garment can
be referred to as the “garment top” instead of a “top garment” and the lower garment can be
referred to as the “garment bottom” instead of “bottom garment”. The terms “top garment” and
“bottom garment” can lead to further confusion because “top garment” can also mean an outer
garment and “bottom garment” an under garment. Furthermore, the term “top” or “bottom” can

simply be used on its own to refer to the upper garment or lower garment.

1.1 Upper Clothing

If one observes a clothing ensemble from the outside to inside or from top to bottom, it could
be seen that a commonly worn outerwear top is a coat. The word “coat” is actually a very general
term used to name a garment usually with long sleeves and with a length anywhere from just above
the knee to the ankle. According to their styles, the fabrics involved and their usage, etc. , there
are over coats, top coats, duster coats, trench coats, casual coats, rain coats and all-weather
coats, etc. Sometimes, the word “coat” is not necessarily used to describe such kind of garments.
For example, the “parka” is a kind of casual coat.

The jacket is also a kind of outerwear top that may be worn under a coat. Broadly speaking,
the “jacket” is the general name for almost all short upper outer garments. A jacket can be an
item of either formal or casual wear. In formal wear, a jacket is a tailored garment, single or
double breasted, with or without vents at the back, which, if included, may be either single or
double vented and with lapels. These may be worn as part of a suit, usually with matching

trousers, or as a separate item of clothing worn with either more formal or casual trousers. A
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formal dinner jacket is one worn on formal occasions, whereas a lounge or “everyday” suit is one
that would be worn on less formal occasions or for office work. The blazer is a jacket with a lapel
usually double breasted, which, although traditionally associated with a uniform worn, for
example, by airline flight crew, school children and members of yacht clubs, is increasingly worn
by the general public as an outerwear jacket. A casual “jacket” in its narrowest sense is a long
sleeved casual short outerwear top usually with waistband or with a drawstring waist. The blouson
is a kind of loose fitting jacket usually with large armholes and elasticated waist. A garment in a
“jacket” style with a relatively longer garment length would be classified as a casual coat in the
trade. Garments, such as wind-cheaters, anoraks and snorkel parkas etc. , usually fall under the
coat and jacket category. Therefore, the garment length, one of the main factors, determines
which category the garment should fall into.

Sweaters are knitted garments, which can be usually worn alone or under a jacket or coat.
Disregarding the designs or loop/stitch structures, a sweater may be classified as a pullover
(because it is worn by pulling it on over the head) and a cardigan (the same word is used for a
type of knitted structure with tuck stitched courses), which is buttoned down the front. The
pullover is also called a “jumper” in British English. In contrast, in American English, a
“jumper” (or “jumper dress”, which in turn in British English is called as “pinafore dress”)
could mean a sleeveless dress usually worn over a blouse.

A shirt, worn by both men and women, may be an item of formal office clothing, usually
worn together with a tie. In America, such a shirt would be called as “dress shirt”. Traditionally,
formal shirts are made of woven fabrics with collar, yoke and cuffs. Typically, a shirt collar is
composed of collar and collar stand with interlining applied to offer a stiff collar shape, but
nowadays the shirt with a band collar can be found everywhere, especially in some commercial
offices. Compared to the shirt, the blouse is usually worn only by women (but in America, the
word “blouse” refers also to a style of men’ s military uniforms). Blouses may be either long or
short sleeved with a flat collar or tie collar, or even without collar and, sometimes, sleeves. Lace
may feature on the collars or cuffs to impart more femininity to the garment. Blouses may have
many sleeve or collar styling variations, but for shirts, the style of the shirt, especially the
sleeves, is more or less stereotyped into short or long with a sleeve vent and buttoned cuff. It
should be pointed out that a garment name containing the word “shirt” does not always refer to the
style of shirt mentioned above, and the T-shirt and the sweatshirt might be the good examples.
These are usually knitted with a round neck and without collar and pockets. The sweatshirt is
usually produced from knitted fleece fabric with long sleeves, but the T-shirt usually has short
sleeves. A polo shirt is of a casual, usually cotton, knitted short sleeve shirt with a buttoned front
opening, large enough to allow it to be pulled on over the head. A sleeveless T-shirt could be
called a tank top.

The word “dress” can be a countable noun or an uncountable noun. As a countable noun,
the word “dress” applies only to women’ s garments. “Dress” is a generalized word, and any skirt

with an attached top as a single piece could be called a “dress”. There are many varieties of
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dresses, such as the pinafore dress (which, as mentioned earlier, is called as “jumper dress” in
American English) and the sundress, etc. As an uncountable noun, the word “dress” sometimes
forms a compound expression with other words to mean one special kind of clothing, such as
national dress, evening dress and working dress, etc. and under such circumstances, such
expressions could be used for men’s or women’ s garments. To “dress” oneself is to put clothes
on.

The most common underwear top is the vest or singlet. By definition, a vest is usually an
upper garment without sleeves. However it does not necessarily refer to underwear; for example, a
waistcoat is referred to as a vest (in America). According to its general meaning, a vest is a kind
of underwear top; therefore, beside the sleeveless vest, there could be long-sleeved vests or short-
sleeved vests.

For women, a “slip” is a type of underwear top (and, of course, there could be half slips).
In addition, there are foundation garments, such as brassieres ( bras), corsets and camisoles,

etc; all are classified under the general category of lingerie.

1.2 Lower Clothing

One of the most common lower outer garments is trousers, and in American English, the term
pants or slacks instead of trousers is used. However, the term pants in British English refers to
lower underwear ( presumably abbreviated from underpants, i. e. worn under pants), which, in
turn, would be called underpants in American English.

The term trousers is an all-embracing term, and the distinction is that formal trousers are part
of a suit or worn to the office. And workwear trousers are worn in more manual working
environments or casual trousers for leisure wear. Some terms nowadays have emerged such as
“chinos” for a style of casual trousers and, of course, jeans. The term slacks is a term used
usually to describe ladies and (in the USA) men’s casual trousers which, often but not always,
have elasticated waists for comfort.

Trousers usually extend from the waist to the feet. “Trousers” that end above or below the
knee are called shorts. Shorts worn for swimming are called trunks, i. e. swimming trunks.
Breeches, jeans and “bib and brace” overalls, etc. are common styles of trousers. The silhouette
may be changed to produce different styles of trousers, of which trousers with tapered, flared or
straight legs are typical examples. Usually Bermuda shorts and some trousers have “turn-ups” on
the leg hems. Other changes in pockets or waist etc. can also create new styles of trousers. Slacks
and trousers that have ankle vents with zipped closures are very fashionable casual outerwear
bottoms nowadays if used as sportswear, they may be referred to as “jogging” bottoms. Stone
washed jeans with whisker hand brushing are also very popular with young people.

Skirts are lower garments for women. However the Scottish kilt worn by men is a kind of
“skirt” , traditionally worn by Scottish male soldiers, which nowadays seems to be worn only on
some traditional ceremonial occasions or at sports venues to emphasize patriotism for Scotland.

Furthermore, the saree and the sarong are also kinds of wrapped-and-tied or tucked-in skirts worn
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commonly by indigenous women and some tourists in tropical countries. Likewise, men also wear a
similar style of garment in such countries although they tend to be referred to by a national name
rather than sarong. There are also various styles of skirts such as A-line skirt, straight skirt, peg
top skirt, pleated skirt, gored skirt, mini-skirt and wrap-round skirt, etc. Clearly, by changing
its length or silhouette, or by adding some styling details, considerable varieties of skirts can be
designed. Other examples of skirt styling are skirts with a yoke, skirts with a high waist or a
dropped waist, and the skirts without a waistband etc. Wider legged shorts are referred to as
culottes or divided skirts.

As mentioned previously, pants or underpants are widely used words for underwear
“bottoms”. The word“briefs” is a very common term used to refer to underwear bottoms for both
male and female. However, in addition to briefs, more commonly-used terms for girls and ladies
are pants, panties or knickers. Though, technically speaking, only longer briefs would be called
knickers ( British English, or panties in American English ), the term “knickers” is used
interchangeably with “pants” in the U. K. It should be noted that the word “knickers” can also be
used as an abbreviation in the USA for knickerbockers, somewhat old-fashioned baggy knee
trousers usually for men or boys. Thongs and bikini bottoms refer to revealing female underwear,
the latter derived from the two-piece bikini swimsuit. Underwear for men is defined by styling

features such as Y-fronts and boxer shorts. Tights or panty-hose are worn only by women.

1.3 Suits and Ensembles

Upper and lower garments are invariably sold separately. Women usually like to buy
separates, and with carefully chosen combinations of the upper and lower garments, they can
create various fashionable styles that often reflect their personalities.

A set of garments composed of two or three pieces and made up from, usually, identical
fabric with the same styling features would be called a “suit”. A suit usually consists of a jacket
and a pair of trousers, or for women, a jacket and a skirt. A three-piece suit includes a waistcoat
(which, as mentioned before, is also called a vest in America). Generally, the two-piece or
three-piece men’ s suit or women’ s suit is usually worn either on formal occasions or as office-
wear, and, as the traditional western standard business wear for men, the suit is usually worn with
a long-sleeved shirt and a tie. Even more formal wear is the dinner suit or dinner jacket, worn on
very formal occasions, or the morning/wedding suit sometimes worn at ceremonial receptions or by
bridegrooms at weddings. However, there are other “suits” such as a track suit, knitted suit, etc,
which are more casual wear. If a garment (not a dress) is designed with the top and bottom in one

piece, the word “suit” would also be used to form a compound word to describe the garment such

as “jumpsuit” and “body suit”, etc. “Ensemble” or “set”, similar words other than “suit”,

would be used to describe a set of garments with top and bottom components coordinated in some
ways.
In addition to the above classifications, there are some other ways to classify or name a

garment. Some garment names are derived from their original usages, for example, sportswear,



BRI
Chapter 1 Clothing Classifications

tennis shirt, duster, beachwear and evening gown, etc. Some garment names come from the ones
of their original designers or follow the name of the place where they are popular, such as the rain
coat referred to as a Mackintosh ( The inventor’ s name was Charles Mackintosh) , Arabic robe,
and Hawaiian shirt, etc. In international trade, it is usually necessary to specify whether the
garments are for men, women or children, for example, men’s coats (or gents’ coats) , women’ s
coats (or ladies’ coats) or children’ s coats. How a name is given to a garment is more or less

due to the tradition and people’ s preference.

2 Classifications with a View to International Trade

Garment trade is one of the important fields in international trade, especially between the
developed and developing countries. In order to monitor the garment trade, people have
established formally recognized classification systems for garments, which enables statistics
regarding the import and export of garments to be compiled by the Customs and Excise Offices in

the respective countries.

2.1 Classification Based on H. S. Code

One of the best ways to classify garments is by using the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System, abbreviated as the H. S. Code.

In the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, textiles and textile articles fall
into Section XI. Knitted or crocheted garments are generally classified within Chapter 61 and
garments that are not knitted or crocheted, or not made of knitted fabrics, are in Chapter 62.
Some other chapters also relate to garments, and for example, second-hand or worn clothing falls
into Chapter 63, and fur clothing and the garments with fur linings fall into Chapter 43.

Attention must firstly be paid to the notes in every chapter, which gives specific explanations
to the application of the chapter. For example, the word “suit” is strictly defined in the notes for
Chapters 61 and 62. According to these notes, the term “suit” means a set of garments composed
of two or three pieces made up, in respect of their outer surface, in identical fabric and
comprising :

[ “one suit coat or jacket, the outer shell of which, exclusive of sleeves, consists of four or more
panels, designed to cover the upper part of the body, possibly with an exclusive tailored
waistcoat, whose front is made from the same fabric as the outer surface of the other
components of the set and, whose back is made from the same fabric as the lining of the suit
coat or jacket;

[] one garment designed to cover the lower part of the body and consisting of trousers, breeches or
shorts (other than swimwear) , a skirt or a divided skirt, having neither braces nor bibs. ”

Furthermore, the notes stress that all of the components of a “suit” must be of the same
fabric construction, colour and composition; they must also be of the same style and of
corresponding or compatible size. However, these components may have piping in a different

fabric.




MR 3 ®OE
Clothing and its Production

According to these notes, the term “suit” also includes the following sets of garments whether
or not they satisfy all the above conditions ;

[J morning dress, comprising a plain jacket (cutaway) with rounded tails hanging well down at
the back and striped trousers;

[] evening dress (tailcoat) , generally made of black fabric, the jacket of which is relatively short
at the front, does not close and has narrow “tails” cut in at the hips and hanging down
behind ;

[J dinner jacket suits, in which the jacket is similar in style to an ordinary jacket ( though
perhaps revealing more of the shirt front) , but has shiny silk or imitation silk lapels.

»”

Some other terms, such as “ensemble” and “set” etc. have also been strictly defined in the

notes of Chapters 61 and 62.

2.2 Classification Based on Special Regulations

In order to monitor the garment importation some countries or regions set up their own systems
to classify garments. There can be big differences between these systems. In the E. U. system and
in the Canadian system, garments are classified according to both the type of garments and the
type of constituent fabric, for example, trousers of woven fabric are cited under Category 6 in the
E. U. and under Category 5 in Canada.

In the United States, the category system is quite different and a three-figure category number
is used. The first figure denotes the textile material used in the garment (for example, 2 for
garments made of cotton and/or man-made fibres; 3 for garments made of cotton; 4 for wool
garments; 6 for garments made of man-made fibres and 8 for garments made of silk blends or non-
cotton vegetable fibres), and the other two figures denote the type of garment. For example,
cotton men’ s trousers come under Category 347 and women’ s cotton trousers come under Category

348. If the same trousers are made of wool, they will fall into Category Nos. 447 and 448.

2.3 Classification Based on the Method of Manufacture

In international trade, it is very important to identify the country of origin, because the
Customs and Excise Office of the importing country decides what kind of duties should be levied
according to the country of origin and the government trade policies. It is simple to determine the
country of origin if all the manufacturing processes of a garment occur in one country and all
materials used are local, but if imported materials are involved or the garments are made up in
different countries, the regulations on how to identify the country of origin become important.

Countries implement different regulations to determine the country of origin for garments, but
most countries set up their regulations to determine the origin according to where the “main
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process” in their production happens. However, what the “main process” is seems to be a
controversial issue. Many countries would classify garments as cut-fashioned or knit-fashioned. For
the cut-fashioned garments, the country where the cut garment sections are assembled is defined as

the country of origin, and for the knit-fashioned garments, the country where the garments or their
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fashioned pieces (through widening or narrowing) are knitted is defined as the country of origin.
It must be noted that it is quite possible for a country to adjust its criterion for origin according to
the current situation of garment importation. To standardise the regulations on the country of origin

issue is a great expectation for the World Trade Organization.

3 Importance of the Classifications

The method of classification of garments is less important in everyday life; however in
business transactions, especially in the international trade, it is essential to correctly classify and

name the garments for the following reasons.

3.1 For Statistical Purposes

The relevant authorities in every country have to compile statistics for the imports and
exports, so that, based on the statistical data, the government may adjust its import and export
policies. However, without scientific ways to classify the garments, statistics for garment trade
could not be generated efficiently. No matter whether it is the Harmonized Coding System, the E.
U. category system, or the U. S. category system, their intention in providing a recognized
classification system is the same.

The governmental or regional regulations regarding the country of origin will affect the
statistics. For example, according to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States,
garments manufactured ( cut and assembled ) from fabric formed in the United States may be
eligible for entry under the Outward Processing Program for textiles and apparel. However, the
eligibility must be in compliance with procedures established by the Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements ( CITA). The importer is required to identify such garments
on the entry summary forms by placing the symbol " S" as a prefix to the appropriate 10-digit

harmonized tariff number.

3.2 To Describe the Name of the Goods in a Contract

The name of a garment is part of the description of goods in a garment import or export
contract. Therefore, if people know how the garments are classified, they would know how to
name the garments for such contracts. However, attention should be paid to the garment name
before it is settled or agreed in a contract.

Firstly, either the same or a similar garment name might have a different meaning in different
regions or countries. As mentioned previously, the word “pants” refers to a lower outer garment in
American English, but usually refers to a lower under garment in British English. The so-called
“T-shirt” in China usually refers to a kind of knitted shirt with a collar instead of the more
common sense definition, that is, a short-sleeved collarless round neck knitwear which, when
opened flat, resembles the letter “T”. A knitted shirt or knitwear with a collar should fall within
the classification corresponding to H. S. 6105 or H. S. 6106 whereas the T-shirt, which is knitwear
without a collar, should fall into H. S. 6109 in the harmonized coding system.



