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PREFACE

The thirteenth volume of the Works of J. V. Stalin
contains writings and speeches of the period from July
1930 to January 1934.

During this period the Bolshevik Party, carrying
out the policy of a sweeping offensive of socialism along
the whole front, achieved epoch-making successes in
the socialist transformation of the country. The Soviet
Union became a mighty industrial power, a country
of collective, large-scale, mechanised agriculture.

In the “Reply to the Discussion on the Political
Report of the Central Committee to the Sixteenth Con-
gress of the C.P.S.U.(B.),” J. V. Stalin exposes the
double-dealing of the leaders of the Right opportunists.
Describing the successes in the work of socialist con-
struction, he points out that the U.S.S.R. has entered
the period of socialism. Criticising the anti-Marxist,
anti-Leninist theory of the dying away of national
languages and their merging into one common language
within the framework of a single state at a time when
socialism is victorious in ome country, J. V. Stalin
substantiates the programmatic thesis that the national
languages will merge into one common language only
after the victory of socialism on a world scale.
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In his speeches “The Tasks of Business Executives”
and “New Conditions—New Tasks in Economic Con-
struction,” J. V. Stalin shows the historical necessity
of rapid rates of socialist industrialisation, shows
the decisive importance of technique in the period of
reconstruction of all branches of the national econo-
my and advances the slogan: “Bolsheviks must
master technique.” J. V. Stalin discloses the new con-
ditions of development of socialist industry and out-
lines new methods of management in the work of eco-
nomic construction.

In the report “The Results of the First Five-Year
Plan” at the joint plenum of the Central Committee
and the Central Control Commission of the C.P.S.U.(B.),
J. V. Stalin shows that the fulfilment of the First Five-
Year Plan in four years is of the utmost international
significance. The results of the five-year plan, achieved
at a time when the entire capitalist system was shaken
by a world economic crisis, proved the indisputable
superiority of the Soviet socialist system over the out-
of-date capitalist system of economy.

Speaking of the principal forces that ensured the
victory of the five-year plan, J. V. Stalin notes first
and foremost the activity and selflessness, the enthu-
siasm and initiative, of the vast masses of workers and
collective farmers who, in conjunction with the engi-
peering and technical personnel, displayed enormous
energy in the promotion of socialist emulation and shock-
brigade work. ]

In defining the main tasks of the Party connected
with the results of the five-year plan, J. V. Stalin indi-
cates the special importance of safeguarding public,
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socialist property against grafters and pilferers and the
necessity of strengthening the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat in every way.

The problems of consolidating the collective-farm
system and the tasks of Party work in the countryside
are the theme of the speech “Work in the Countryside”
and of the “Speech Delivered at the First All-Union
Congress of Collective-Farm Shock Brigaders.” Reveal-
ing the new tactics of the camouflaged class enemies
in the countryside, J. V. Stalin appeals to the Party
organisations for greater vigilance. Summarising the
results of collective-farm development, J. V. Stalin
advances the slogan: Make the collective farms Bolshe-
vik and the collective farmers prosperous.

The following works by J. V. Stalin: “Some Ques-
tions Concerning the History of Bolshevism”—(letter
to the editorial board of the magazine Proletarskaya Revo-
lutsia) and “Reply to Olekhnovich and Aristov,” deal with
very important problems of the history of Bolshevism.
Denouncing the Trotskyist and all other falsifiers of the
history of the Party, J. V. Stalin calls for the study
of the history of the Party to be put on scientific, Bol-
shevik lines, emphasising that Leninism was born,
grew up and became strong in relentless struggle against
opportunism of every brand. J. V. Stalin characterises
Trotskyism as the advanced detachment of the coun-
ter-revolutionary bourgeoisie,

In his letter to Demyan Bedny, J. V. Stalin points
out that some of Demyan Bedny’s skits in verse are per-
meated with unpatriotic tendencies and are an obvious
retreat from Leninism. J. V. Stalin stresses the fact
that the Russian working class has given mankind
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splendid examples of struggle for freedom and for so-
cialism. This fills the hearts of the Russian workers with
a feeling of revolutionary national pride that can
" move mountains and perform miracles. J. V. Stalin
calls upon Soviet writers to be equal to the lofty
tasks of bards of the advanced proletariat.

In the “Talk with the German Author Emil Ludwig,”
J. V. Stalin by his theoretical treatment throws light
on the question of the role of the individual and of the
masses of the people in history. In his replies to Ludwig’s
questions, J. V. Stalin declares that the task to which
he has devoted his life is the elevation of the working
class, the strengthening of the socialist state. Every-
thing that strengthens the socialist state helps to strength-
en the entire international working class.

In a number of talks with public figures from abroad
J. V. Stalin characterises the foreign policy of the So-
viet state as a consistent policy of peace and substan-
tiates the possibility of peaceful co-existence and of
establishing business connections between the U.S.S.R.
and the capitalist countries.

In the “Report to the Seventeenth Party Congress on
the Work of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.(B.),”
J.V. Stalin sums up the great victories of socialism in
the U.S.S.R., notes the radical changes that have taken
place in the country since the Sixteenth Congress, the
successes achieved in all the branches of the socialist
national economy and culture, successes that testify to
the complete triumph of the general line of the Party.
J. V. Stalin stresses that the Party owes its successes
to being guided in its work by the invincible teachings
of Marx, Engels, Lenin. J. V. Stalin outlines the pro-
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gramme of the further work of the Party in industry,
agriculture and other branches of the national economy,
and in culture and science. J. V. Stalin puts forward
the task of raising organisational leadership to the
level of political leadership, of intensifying the ideo-
logical work of the Party and the struggle against the
survivals of capitalism in the minds of people.

J. V. Stalin analyses the course of the world eco-
nomic crisis, which is based on the general crisis of
capitalism; he shows that in the conditions of the general
crisis of the capitalist system capitalism is experienc-
ing a depression of a special kind, one which does not
lead to a new upward trend and industrial boom.
J. V. Stalin describeg the growing tension in the polit-
ical situation within the capitalist countries and in
the relations between these countries, and the imperial-
ists’ preparation for a new world war.

Exposing the plans of the instigators of war and
scientifically forecasting the further development of
events, J. V. Stalin points out that war against the
Soviet Union will be the most dangerous war for the
imperialists, that the peoples of the U.S.S.R. will fight
to the death to preserve the gains of the revolution,
that the war will lead to the complete defeat of the aggres-
sors, to revolution in a number of countries in Europe
and Asia, and to the overthrow of the bourgeois-landlord
governments in those countries. J. V. Stalin defines
the foreign policy of the U.S.S.R. as a policy of preserv-
ing peace. He warns that it is necessary to strengthen
the defence capacity of the Soviet country in order

to be ready to defend it from attack by imperialist
states.

1 J.V.Stalin, Vol. 13
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- The following items in the thirteenth volume are
published for the first time: J. V. Stalin’s letters to
Comrade Shatunovsky, Comrade Ch., Demyan Bedny,
Comrade Etchin, and Comrade I. N. Bazhanov;
J. V. Stalin’s replies to Ralph V. Barnes’s questions
and the reply to Mr. Barmes’s letter; the talk with
Colonel Robins.

Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute

of the C.C., C.P.S.U.(B.)
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REPLY TO THE DISCUSSION
ON THE POLITICAL REPORT
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
TO THE SIXTEENTH CONGRESS
OF THE C.P.S.U.(B.)!

July 2, 1930

Comrades, after the discussion on the Central Com-
mittee’s report and after all that has happened at this
congress in connection with the statements made by
the former leaders of the Right opposition, little is
left for me to say in my concluding remarks.

I stated in my report that the Sixteenth Congress
is one of the few congresses in the history of our Party
at which there is no opposition of any crystallised kind,
able to lay down its line and to counterpose it to that
of the Party. That, as you see, is in fact precisely what
has happened. Not only has there been no definitely
crystallised opposition at our congress, the Sixteenth
Congress of the Party, but there has not been even a
small group, or even individual comrades, who have
thought fit to come forward on the platform here and
declare that the Party line is wrong.

The line followed by our Party is clearly the only
correct one, moreover its correctness, it turns out, is
so evident and indisputable that even the former
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leaders of the Right opposition considered it necessary
unhesitatingly to stress in their pronouncements the
correctness of the Party’s entire policy.

After all that, there is of course no need to dwell
at length on the correctness of the propositions expound-
ed in the report. There is no such need because, in
view of its evident correctness, the Party's line stands
in no need of further defence at this congress. And if,
nevertheless, I have not waived my right to reply to the
discussion, it is because I do not think it will be su-
perfluous to answer briefly some notes handed wup by
comrades to the congress Presidium, and then to say
a few words with regard to the utterances of the for-
mer leaders of the Right opposition.

A great many of the notes concern questions of
secondary importance: why was no mention made of
horse-breeding in the reports, and could not this be
touched upon in the reply to the discussion? (Laughter.)
Why did the reports not mention house-building, and
could not something be said about it in the reply to
the discussion? Why did the reports say nothing about
the electrification of agriculture, and could not some-
thing be said about it in the reply to the discussion?
And so on in the same strain.

My answer to all these comrades must be that I
could not in my report touch on all the problems of our
national economy. And I not only could not but had
no right to, since I have no right to invade the sphere
of the reports which Comrades Kuibyshev and Yakovlev
are to make to you on concrete problems of industry
and agriculture. Indeed, if all questions were to be
dealt with in the Central Committee’s report, what
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should the reporters on industry, agriculture, etc.,
say in their reports? (Voices: Quite right!)

In particular, as regards the note on the electrifi-
cation of agriculture, I must say that its author is wrong
on several points. He asserts that we are already “con-
fronted squarely with” the electrification of agricul-
ture, that the People’s Commissariat of Agriculture
is blocking progress in this matter, that Lenin thought
differently on the subject, etc. All that is untrue, com-
rades. It cannot be said that we are “confronted square-
ly with” the problem of electrifying agriculture. If
we were in fact confronted squarely with the electri-
fication of agriculture we should already have ten to
fifteen districts in which agricultural production was
electrified. But you know very well that we have noth-
ing of the kind as yet. All one can say at the present
time about the electrification of agriculture in our coun-
try is that it is in the experimental stage. That is how
Lenin regarded this matter, encouraging such experi-
ments. Some comrades believe the tractor is already out
of date, that the time has come to advance from trac-
tors to the electrification of agriculture. That of course
is a fantastic notion. Such comrades should be taken
down a peg or two. And that is precisely what the Peo-
ple’s Commissariat of Agriculture is doing with them.
Hence the note-writer’s dissatisfaction with the People’s
Commissariat of Agriculture cannot be considered justi-
fied.

The second batch of notes concerns the national
question. One of them—the most interesting, in my
opinion—compares the treatment of the problem of
national languages in my report at the Sixteenth Con-



