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From the Editor

With the aim of strengthening the basic research of Vietnam’s current situations
and providing specialists, officials, businessmen and people of all walks of life who
focus on or have interests in Vietnamese issues with a systematic reference material,
the Institute of Southeast Asian Study of Guangxi Academy of Social Sciences,
cooperating with the relevant circles of scholars, have compiled Annual Report on
Vietnam’s National Situation annually since 2000.

As a systematic reference book of higher academic standard with detailed and
accurate data, Annual Report on Vietnam’s National Situation has become an important
reference book for people in various circles both at home and abroad to understand
the latest situation in Vietnam and study Vietnamese developing trend, received a
general popularity.

Annual Report on Vietnam’s National Situation (2013 ) keeps the framework of
three sections as before. Section One is a general report with all-round reflections and
studies about Vietnamese political and foreign affairs, economy and trade, social
culture and so on in the past year and forecast for the next year. Section Two is the
development report of 2012 — 2013, including several analyzed reports on special
topics in the development situation of Vietnam, while Section Three is the general
material, covers some brief introduction of Vietnam, the chronicle of events Vietnam
and Sino-Vietnam ralations in 2012, it also includes some important documents and
some social economic statistics. Report of Vietnam’s Conditions in 2013 continues to
increase the section of “ Vietnamese-Chinese Mutual Translation”, is the rare
reference book for researchers in Vietnam issues, particularly those teachers, students
or practitioners who are engaged in learning Vietnamese and translation.

The division of work on Annual Report on Vietnam’s National Situation (2013) is
as follows:

Nong Lifu: General Report;

Lin Minghua: Politics;
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Ma Jin’an, He Yanhong: Diplomacy, Industry, Fiscal and Financial Issues, Ho
Chi Minh City ( The Center of Industry and Trade) , The Chinese Abstract;

Gu Xiaosong, Liu Jianwen, Li Bihua, Ma Jin’an: Association and Cooperation
between Vietnam and China;

Hu Qiu, Huang Hesen: Military;

Liu Jianwen; Agriculture, Economy of Vietnam’s Northern Frontier;

Yang Ran: Transportation and Communications;

Xiao Yang: Commerce and Service;

Jiang Yushan:; Foreign Trade, Chronicle of Events of Vietnam and Sino-
Vietnam Relations in 2012 ;

He Jingbo, Huang Weisheng: Tourism;

Li Bihua: Technology, Education, Culture, Healthcare, Physical Training;

Qin Lifang: Hanoi ( The Capital City) ;

Xiong Shiping: Works on Vietnam Issues and List of Doctoral Dissertation or
Master’s Thesis in 2012 ;

Zheng Fengjiao: Economic and Social Statistics;

Wei Hongping: Situation in 2012 of Recruiting and Graduation of Chinese
Universities with Vietnamese Majors;

Huang Zhengzheng: New Words and Phrases of Chinese-Vietnamese Mutual
Translation ;

Huang Yaodong: Translation of compilation instruction, abstract and contents.

Nong Lifu have been charge of the organization and end-compiling of the book,
while Mr. Nong Lifu, Liu Jianwen, Ma Jin’an, Yun Qian, Bi Hanxiang and Meng
Xiangqun were responsible for the editing and proofreading, Mr. Huang Yaodong
translated the preface and contents into English all along.

Thanks to leaders and Scholars of Guangxi Academy of Social Sciences as well as
Social Sciences Academic Press for their attention and support for our project, now
the book has been published smoothly. Due to lack of experience, we might have
made some mistakes, and hope to hear criticisms and suggestions from readers and

scholars and would try do better next time.

Editors
July, 2013
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Abstract

In 2012, although adversely affected by the international situation, on the
whole, Vietnam continued to maintain the pattern as 2011. On the political sides, it
continued to maintain the political and social stability; On the economic sides, it did
not reach the expected growth target, but overall was still stable in development and
maintained a certain growth; on foreign affairs, it actively carried out bilateral and
multilateral diplomatic activities, tried to create a good external environment.

Politically, there are three main characteristics; firstly, implement the spirit of
the Fourth Plenary Session of the Eleventh Party and held the fifth and sixth plenary
session of the eleventh Party; secondly, held the third and fourth Session of 13th
Congress, promulgated many laws; thirdly, according to the spirit of fifth plenary
session of Vietnam’s eleventh party and the spirit of the draft resolution of 1992
constitution amendment voted by the fourth Session of 13th Congress, Vietnam
solicited the opinions in nationwide and discussed on the 1992 constitutional
amendment draft.

On economic sides, since Vietnam’s economy highly depended on the external
environment, in 2012, the economy of America, European Union and Japan which
was in the doldrums has direct or indirect influence on the economy of vietnam. As
the result, it caused the slowdown of economic development and so Vietnam’s
economy did not achieve the desired goals and the economic growth was the lowest
level in the past 10 years. According to the statistics from Vietnam’s department of
planning and investment, in 2012, Vietnam’s GDP was 5. 03% higher than that of
2011 (the GDP of 2011 was 5.89% ), among which, the growth rate of
agriculture, forest, fisheries were 2. 72% , and its contribution to GDP was 0. 44% ;
the growth rate of industry and construction were 4. 52% , and the contribution rate
was 1. 89% ; the service industry grew 6.42% and the contribution rate was 2. 7% .

On diplomacy: in 2012, Vietnam actively carried out the bilateral and

multilateral diplomatic activities, made friends, improved its international status,
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altogether 16 party, state and government delegations visited other countries, received
30 national leader delegations. The year 2012 was a friendship year between Vietnam
and Laos, Cambodia, India and South Korea. Vietnam seized this opportunity,
celebrated the year of friendship in a variety of forms, of which the celebrations
between Vietnam and Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia were most friendly and warmest.

Looking forward to 2013, Vietnamese Prime Minister Ranjig announced in the
Government’s Working Report on the fourth session of 13th Congress held at the
end of 2012 that Vietnam’s economic and social targets in 2013 are: the GDP growth
is 5.5% , the export growth is about 10% , the trade deficit which account for the
total exports is 8% , the state budget deficit is no more than 4.8% of GDP, the
growth of consumer price index ( CPI) is about 8% , the capital of investment and
development of the whole society accounts for about 30% of GDP, the poor
households falls 2% , the poverty counties declines about 4% , creating 1. 6 million
jobs. The rate of urban unemployment is below 4% , the pre-job training of the
labor force reaches 49% . Entering 2013, the Vietnamese economy had a good
beginning. According to Vietnam’s Economic Times reported in March Ist, 2013,
Vietnamese government held a new year’s first government meeting on February
28th, 2013, discussing the economic and social situation of the first 2 months of
2013, considering that all sorts of economic indicators are positive, showing signs of
optimism. For example, the year-on-year growth of industrial production of the first
2 months was 6. 8% , that of the agriculture was 10. 3% . In terms of inflation, the
CPI of February rose 1.23% , the lowest rate in 4 years, compared with that of
December, 2012, it rose 2. 59% , 7.02% up, was also the lowest increase in recent
years. But it is also pointed out that the enterprise production and management
situation is very difficult. The number of failed enterprises reached 8600, and the
number of new enterprise was only 8000. Therefore, the Vietnamese government
forecasts optimistic, if it continues to maintain this development momentum,

Vietnam will be able to achieve the economic and social development targets

of 2013.
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