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UNIT 21 RADIO PROGRAMS (I)

Lesson 41

Part I Warming-up Exercises
Place Names '
Training Focus:
Recognizing place names: 1. names of countries 2. names of
capitals
Knowledge about names of countries, their capitals and soi'nc
other cities or areas is important in following news st@nes
However, many students lack the ability to respond qumkly
to the English pronunciation of some place names. Therc-
fore, they need repeated practice in identifying place names.
Directions: This drill is for practice in recognizing the names
of some capitals and their countries. Listen carefully.
You will hear fifteen capital names. Locate them in the list
and write them down in the blank spaces. Then draw
lines to match the capitals with their corresponding countries.

Key:

1. Washington / the United States
2. Madrid / Spain

3. Warsaw / Poland

4. London / the United Kingdom
5. Rangoon / Burma

6. Brussels / Belgium

7. Moscow / the Soviet Union

8. Mexico City / Mexico

9, Colombo / Sri Lanka

10. Vienna / Austria

11. Kampala / Uganda

12. Rome / Italy

13. East Berlin / East Germany
14. Ankara / Turkey
15. Bangkok / Thailand



Lesson 41
Part 11

News

Training Focus

Background Notes

Suggested Techniques

Analyzing
news items

Broadcasting

news Eng-
lish has

some partic-

ular char-
acteristics,

for example,

1. Some of the programs
of VOA are broadcast
in  Special  English,
which has a controlled
vocabulary and is de-
livered at a slower
speed to cater for the
needs of learners of
English in many coun-
tries.  Special English

its style, its Programs include
structure, News, Words and Their
the choice Stories, Science Re-
of words, poxts, etc.

the logical

order of 2. Florida is the south-
presentation, easternmost  state of
etc. Prac- the United  States.

tices are of-
fered in the

next five

unite to help
the students

learn some
special fea-

.Being called the sun-
shine state and having
a favorable climate
and beautiful beaches
along the sea coast,
Florida has become a
great tourist attraction,

tures of news

. Having covered Book I,

the students are believed
to be in a better position
to deal with listening com-
prehension materials. The
times for playing the re-
corded materials, there-
fore, are expected to be
reduced  gradually from
three to two, depending
on the content and the
speed of the materials.

. In this part, 2 news analysis

is presented to the students
to give them some idea
about how a typical news
item is composed. Tell
the students that the lead
(the first sentence) of a
news item conventionally
contains all the signifi-
cant facts — the who, what,
where, when and occasionally
the why and how.

English and
some related
skills in fol-
lowing news
stories,

Ex. I
Directions: Study the news analysis carefully. Notice that
the lead of a news item contains the most important informa-
tion — what has happened, when and where it happened, etc.

Ex. 1I

Dirvections: Finish the news analysis according to what you
hear on the tape.
Key: (see tapescript)

e 2 o



Tapescripts
News (55"

News Item 1
The United States

At least two persons drowned early Monday when a Hai-
tian ship sank off the coast of the state of Florida. Six persons
were able to swim to land, but two others are still missing.
The coast guards said that there was no warning that the Hai-
tian ship was sinking, apparently because there was no radio on
the ship.

News Item 2
Rangoon

Burmese government officials say at least forty-eight persons
have died after a boat sank during a storm Sunday, The boat
sank about thirty kilometers south of Rangoon. Eighty-one
other persons were reported missing and were feared dead.
The boat was on its way from Rangoon to Miangmia. More

than two hundred persons were on the boat.
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Part 111 Agriculture Report
——American Farmers (I)
Training Focus Background Notes Suggested Techniques
Identifying Radio stations often broad-
major points cast different feature stories to

meet the needs of different lis-
- - | teners. A feature story usu-
ally presents focused analysis
of one aspect of an event or
situation — analysis of agricul-
ture, for example. In follow-
ing features, it is important to
catch the major points of the
articles,  particularly some vital .
statistics and basic facts. Ex. I
aims to hclp the students grasp
the major points by asking them

to complete the statements. -
1 Ex. 11 requires the students to
pay sufficient attention to
some relevant statistics and
facts.

Ex. 1
Directions: What are the major points of the agriculture
report you have just heard on the tape? Complete the state-
ments with the information from the report.
Key: (see tapescript)

Ex. 11 | : .
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words you hear on the

tape. . |
Key: (see tapescript)

e 4 o



Tapescript:

Agriculture Report (17427)

——American Farmers (I)

The role of the farmer has aiways been an important
one. But as Alan Silverman explains on today’s Special
English Agriculture Report, the farmer in America has had to
change with the times.

Two hundred years ago, 95%, of American workers were

farmers. Agriculture was America’s biggest industry. Today,

less than 39, of American workers are farmers. Yet agricul-
‘ture still is America’s biggcsf industfy. "It employs more
workers than any other industry, and it produces more food
than Americans can use — enough to make the United States
the world’s largest exporter of agricultural goods.

American farmers used to grow only enough food to feed
their families and animals. Now each farmer grows enough to
feed 78 other people. American farmers produce more today
because they use meodern farming and business methods. This
means they have to know more than ever before. American
farmers still learn about soil, the weather, harmful insects,
and plant and animal diseases, but they also must learn about
economics, international trade, and even computers,

L



Lesson 42

Part I Warming-up Exercises
Numbers: Some of the Major Earthquakes in History

Training Focus:
Identifying numbers

Directions: This drill is for practice in recognizing numbers.
Listen carefully. Write down the numbers as .apidly as
you can.

Key: :

I.

10.

>

On November 1, 1755, a strong earthc&uakc hit Lisbon,
Portugal. It killed about 60,000 people and was esti-
mated to be .70 on the Richter scale. \

. On April 18 to 19, 1906, San Francisco was shaken by

an earthquake, which killed 452 people. Itwas estimated
to be 8.3 on the Richter scale.

. On August 16, 1906, an earthquake shook Valparaiso,

Chile. It killed 20,000 people and was estimated to be
8.6 on the Richter scale. |

. A strong earthquake hit Gansu Province, China, on De-

cember 16, 1920. It killed 700,000 people and was esti-
mated to be §.6 on the Richter scale.

. On March 2, 1933, Japan was hit by an earthquake,

which was estimated to be 8.9 on the Richter scale.
It killed 2,990 people.

. A strong earthquake measuring 8.7 on the Richter scale

occurred in Assam, India, on August 15, 1950. It killed
1,530 people. |

. About 72,000 people were killed when an earthquake

hit Agadir, Morocco, on February 29, 1960. It meas-
ured- 5.8 on the Richter scale.

. On September 1, 1962, northwestern Iran was hit by an

earthquake which measured 7.7 on the Richter scale.
About 72,230 people were reported to be killed.

. Guatemala experienced an earthquake on February 4,

1975. The earthquake measured 7.5 on the Richter scale
and killed a total number of 22,778 people.

On September 16, 1978, northeast Iran was shaken by
an earthquake measuring 7.7 on the Richter scale.
The reported casualties were 25,000.

6 o



Lesson 42

Part 11 News

Training Focus( Background Notes Suggested Techniques
Analyzing The Richter scale is The standardized narra-
news items a scale of earthquake | tive procedure in news report-

measurement that describes | ing is called the “inverted pyra-
the amount of energy re- | mid.” The lead contains the
leased at the focus of an | most important facts while
earthquake. The numbers | each succeeding sentence be-
range from 0 to 10. The | comes less significant. There-
scale was devisea by an | fore, students’ attention should
American  seismologist first be directed to the lead.
Charles F. Richter. This | And on the basis of the under-
system was adopted in | standing of the essential points,
1934. the students should also be
| encouraged to catch as much
further information as pos-

sible.

Ex. I
Directions: Finish the news analysis according to what you
hear on the tape.
Key: (see-tapescript)

Ex. 11
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words you hear on the
tape.
Key: (see tapescript)



Tapescript:
News (58”)

News Item 1
Japan

Fifty-two persons are now known dead following Thurs-
day’s earthquake in northern Japan. Forty-eight others are
still missing. Rescue workers found five more bodies Sunday
on the northwestern coast of Honshn Island. The earthquake
created huge waves along Japan’s coast. The waves drowned
many children and workers who had been at the heach on

Thursday.

‘News Item 2

And a strong earthquake has shaken the Solomon Islands
area of the south Pacific. . Scientists in the United States and
in Hongkong said the quake measured 6.7 on the Richter
scale. There have been no reports of damage or death from the

quake,



Lesson 42
Part II1

Agriculture Report
—-—American Farmers (II)

Training Focus

Background Notes

Suggested Techniques

Identifying
major points

July 2, 1862.

Congresstnan ~ Justin
Morrill intrcduced a bill
that public lands be do-
nated to the state for the
purpose of providing col-
leges to train students in
agricultural and mechani-

" cal arts, President Lincoln

the  bill
But it was
not: until the 1960s that

every state in the U.S.

signed on

had one land-grant in-
stitution, In the U. S,
about 75% of Bachelor de-
grees and 98% of the ad-
vanced degrees in agricul-
ture and veterinary medi-
cine are awarded by land-
grant colleges.

Some sentences which con-
tain  important information
have been taken out from dif-
ferent parts of the agriculture
report. So it may be a bit
difficult for the students to lo-
cate the information as required
in the exercises. Ask the stu-
dents to read the exercises be-
fore they start listening to the

report.

Ex. I

Directions: What are the major points of the agriculture
report you have just heard on the tape? Complete the
statements with the Information from the report.
Key: (see tapescript)

Ex. II
D:rections: Fill in the blanks with the words you hear on the
tape.
Key: (see tapescript)



