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PREFACE

In 1985 United Kingdom Marine Pollution Law was published. At that time marine
pollution was the focus of the law. However now the empbhasis has shifted to the
protection of the marine environment as a whole. This is not a great change but can
be seen in conventions to protect marine wildlife as a goal in 1tself rather than to con-
serve a harvestable resource. This is particularly true of the newer protocols to the
conventions that form part of UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme.

The shift in emphasis can also be seen in other arcas. The draft regulations for the
protection of the marine environment from deep-sea mining activities are intended
to prevent any serious effects from such activities on the living or non-living com-
ponents of the marine environment and associated ecosystems. In addition the
effects of atmospheric pollution on the sea are increasingly being taken into account
and provided for in conventions.

The other major change of emphasis since 1985 is in enforcement. Although all
too often IMO and other resolutions calling for more enforcement of marine
environment laws are pious hopes rather than a reflection of action, the situation is
changing. In particular the doctrine of port state control is having more effect.

Since 1985 more conventions have been agreed on a global and regional basis to
protect the marine environment. These have led to changes in domestic legislation.
Further, in Europe the EEC has become involved in some aspects of marine envir-
onmental controls although its competence does not yet include navigational
matters. This may alter if the Maastricht Treaty is ratified.

Thus it was felt timely to bring out a new version of the 1985 work. Covering a
wider field than that work, Marine Environment Law is intended to give the prac-
titioner access to a text on cach sector of the law as well as the major international,
regional and U.K. domestic legislation. In a book of this size there are obviously
gaps in the coverage of regional conventions. Examples of such conventions are
mcluded but at this stage it was considered unnecessary to have them all.

The book has also become looscleaf. This will enable continuing updates of both
text and legislative materials.

In the coursc of writing this book we have been helped by a number of people to
whom we are most grateful. Responsibility for any mistakes, is, of course, our own.

2, Paper Buildings, Temple JOHN BATES
January 1993 CHARLES BENSON
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