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To Our Dear English
Language Learners

We encourage you on your path to English fluency. This book is created to help you advance
your ability in reading, writing and speaking English. Although learning a language is a lot of work,
it also can be an exciting adventure. Your future life opportunities will grow because you are now
developing strong English skills.

There are four important aspects to English language study: reading, writing, speaking, and

listening.

Reading

When learning to read another language it is important to spend time developing basic skills.
Learning about grammar and sentence construction may be time consuming, but it will allow you
to fully enjoy English text. Mastery of these basic skills will make all aspects of using the language

easier.

Reading longer pieces of text in English can seem confusing, but there are some tips to make |

it easier. Before you start reading, become familiar with how the text looks. For example you may
see:

* This book is a novel.

e These pictures, graphs, and titles tell me some special scientific information.

e There are some wordmeanings | need to know before | start reading.

As you begin, ask yourself questions and keep asking questions as you read through the text.
For example you may ask:

® What is the main idea?

* Who is the main character and what kind of person is he or she?

® What is happening in the story?

* How did the author construct this paragraph?

siauiea abenbue ysibuz Jeeq JnO OL




e |s there something | don’t understand?
Read as much as you can, as often as you can. Not only will you enjoy some very good

stories, but reading helps improve all English skills.

Writing
Writing can be a challenge, even for the most advanced English language learner. Do not
worry. It does get easier with practice and there are some fips that will help:
¢ Expand your vocabulary by paying attention to words. Words are beautiful and interesting.
When you are reading, take note of the words you like and the words you think may be
useful. Keep a list of great words. When writing, your words allow the reader to
understand your exact meaning. Although a computer is very helpful, don’t rely on it to
correct your spelling. Computers don’t know what you really mean. Examine the words
you write. Your spelling will improve as you become familiar with words.
® Remember that no one can write something perfectly the first time. It takes many attempts
before a piece of writing is complete. Usually, you have to review and make changes
about seven times. Read what you write aloud. This will help you identify necessary
changes.
e When you are satisfied with a piece of writing, have someone else read it. Fresh eyes will
find small errors that you can easily fix or tell you if something doesn’t seem clear.
Speaking and listening are necessary for good communication. Although you can focus on
either speaking or listening when trying to improve, it is also necessary to combine the two when
having a conversation. Just think, soon you will be able to communicate in English as

spontaneously as you communicate in your own language. How wonderful!

Speaking

When you are speaking English, don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Take a deep breath and
be brave. Think of this as an adventure and have some fun with it. Speak English as often as you
can. If you don’t know the right word to say, try saying other words to describe your thoughts—or
even use gestures or pictures. As you gain more confidence, you will start thinking in English and
your conversations will flow more naturally. It may help to have a tutor or friend that will talk with
you and help improve your speaking skills. There is no need to feel nervous when you are

speaking with a good friend or a tutor.

Listening

Listen to something you enjoy. Try watching English movies and television shows. Listen to

SRR —EITXIZIR



English music. Become familiar with the sounds of the English language. Talk to as many English
speaking people as possible. If you don’t understand what someone says, ask the person to
repeat or explain. If you are not sure of the meaning, ask questions. You do not need to be shy.
You are learning English and people will be happy to help. Write down any words or idioms you
do not understand. You can look them up later. Listen for key words and main ideas. This is a
process and you will notice improvement if you keep listening and speaking. Perhaps you have a
friend who is also learning English. Why not select one day a week to speak only English to each
other? It may be an excellent activity for you both.

There is no secret to solving the mysteries of English. Really, all you need to do is keep
practicing and enjoy the process. Allow English to become a real communication tool. It is worth

the effort! Good luck, our dear English language learners.
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SELF-EVALUATION CRITERIA

Wi 77 Listening

i Reading

E{E Writing

1% Speaking

Understand simple words,
but feel confused about the
content or the topic. Possible
mark interval: 0-30%. Wi
aE, EREEWTES
WBXFIE LA K . KBS
XJa. 0-30%.,

Understand some of the words
and sentences. Possible mark
interval: 0-30%. JEMEIF R
— S R V) . KBRS
X[E: 0-30%.

| The content doesn't match

up with the task requirement.
Incoherent. The statement
and expression are not clear.
Poor spelling. & 5§ 5 &k 1]
SRAEE, NERER,
AR R L AT ERE .
HEMRRL.

Be able to manage and use
simple words or sentences.
4R IF 12 F 1] 56 L iR A
CIE=

ht

)

Understand some of the
sentences; can infer the possible
topic of the conversation
or paragragh.Possible mark
interval: 30%-50%. REW T
e A~ A0 ) 7, REUHE I R
RS, KBS 5K .
30%-50%.

|
|
|
|

Understand some sentences
and paragraphs, but unclear
about the whole content.
Possible mark interval: 30%—
50%. %1l I B fif — 2L 4] T
MBtE, (B FH#ENE
ANET i, AHAH 4 X ]
30%-50%.

Contain some discussion about
the topic, but the relationship
between the content and
task requirement is weak.
Many grammar mistakes and
spelling mistakes may exist.
Incoherent £ &4+ FHIH
FORMAE, ANEH, HEE
RE ., FHEP ISR,

Be able to express own thoughts,
but some mistakes of grammar
exist. Incoherent. A LA i 54
FARAACHWER, HREE
kR, RER.

=R

Understand most of the
content. Have a general idea
of the content and topic.
Possible mark interval: 50%—
70%. W] LLWT i RER ZHA
%, BESBICRERAEME
. KEGTXE: 50%-
70%.

Understand most of the
article. Realize the internal
logic and Relationship within
2-3 times reading. Possible
mark interval:50%-70%.
fE2-3R Wi 2 J5 ikt k£
¥oa T BE, T SCERT

JEEEE, BBIFE, KBE

B KBUSTXME: 50%-
70%.

Have some moderate discussion
about the required topic. Not
too many grammar mistakes,
coherent, have some evidence
of essay or paragragh structure.
Several spelling mistakes could
existXf Tl HEZRA —Emit
W, RS,
EERMIR, AEFNBES
. HOEBEHIR.

Respond to the required topic
relatively and fluently. Some
grammar or pronounciation
mistakes may exist.
Moderately coherent.®] LA}
FERMEEHEARRB
IR, TEAEHNG . FAFERD
SRR, MNEBGER,
TERB ST R R,

e

Understand the whole content
or crucial conversation by
listening to it only once, but
some details might be missing.
Possible mark interval:
70%-90%. L& —XUF H1+
(BRI iR R Z BN FIR
BENIE, (HR S8
e KBRS XE: 70%-
90%.

Realize the topic and internal
relationship after the first
reading. Spot the details after
second or third time reading.
Possible mark interval: 70%—
90%. H5— YR [ {32 {5 m] 42 3C
EER, WEKR, 2-3K
[ i 22 J5 T LA 4R K 22 B
o KBEARE: 70%-
90%.

All contents are based on
requirement. Few grammar
mistakes, Clear paragraph
structure and expression.
Coherent. Very few spelling
mistakes. T4 P 25 #5 5 FR
HESR, HaER, ks
BEAL, BRESHUE,
I IE T . BFE AR
A,

Be able to express own
thoughts clearly, logically
and coherently. Manage the
speed and tone well. Have
some realization of the topic.
Proper pronounciation. i %8
REBACHER, XFiEE
BT, HAEI,
I, AR, RE
HEMER .

FE

W Yoy

Perfectly understand the
content, topic and all details
by listening to it only once.
Possible mark interval: 90%-
100%. 5F— YW 7 B AT
BN, X9 R
BRER. KBS XHE:
90%-100%.

TPFR -

Understand the topic, main
idea and details; can repeat
the general idea without
reviewing. Possible mark
interval: 90%-100%. —IK &
EETHERLLER, A
R, T AEE,
TURBERANE. KBUR
SHK[E]: 90%-100%.

Accurately expess the topic
and content. Tightly match
up with the requirement.
well-constructured. Coherent.
Manage the words well. #E7fi
R H TR A A,
Githse e, EANER, B
iz G

Clearly state own thoughts;
can lead to the conversation
to a further direction. Very few
grammar mistakes . Accuratly
manage the tone, speed and
pronounciation. B #k B
R B, FTLIEEES
B, AR SR B
R, IEEE R R R E AR
M
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LESSON 1
INTRODUCTION TO SPEAKING

The IELTS Speaking examination takes the form of a one-to-one interview. The
interview format and questions are the same for both the General IELTS Test and
the Academic Test. The Speaking module of the test is scheduled separately from
the other tests. Although the test is not long, it is designed so that you can use a
range of language on a variety of topics as you answer the questions. The entire
interview only takes between eleven to fourteen minutes, so good preparation is
essential to calm your nerves and produce the amount of language that you have
spent years practicing.

The examiners have been specially trained to rate your language on a band scale
of 1-9 in four areas: fluency, vocabulary, grammar and accuracy. You will need to be
able to produce a variety of language structures with clarity to score well.

Overview of the Speaking section of the [ELTS examination.

m{) Speaking

Timing: 11 —14 minutes

Tasks: The Speaking test is a 3-part face-to-face oral interview with an
examiner.

The Speaking test is recorded.

Test Parts: There are three parts.

Part 1 Introduction and interview ( 4 —5 minutes)

The examiner introduces him/herself and asks the candidate to introduce
him/herself and confirm his/her identity. The examiner asks the candidate
general questions on familiar topics, e.g. home, family, work, studies, and
interests.

Part 2 Individual long turn (3 —4 minutes)

The examiner gives the candidate a task card which asks the candidate to
talk about a particular topic and which includes points which the candidate
can cover in their talk. The candidate is given 1 minute to prepare their
talk, and is given a pencil and paper to make notes. The candidate talks for
1 -2 minutes on the topic. The examiner then asks the candidate one or two
questions on the same topic.

Part 3 Two-way discussion (4 — 5 minutes)

The examiner asks further questions which are connected to the topic

of Part 2. These questions give the candidate an opportunity to discuss more

LRI —E XA



abstract issues and ideas.

Skills assessed: A wide range of speaking skills is assessed, including
the ability to communicate opinions and information on everyday topics and
common experiences and situations by answering a range of questions; the
ability to speak at length on a given topic using appropriate language and
organising ideas coherently; and the ability to express and justify opinions and
to analyse, discuss and speculate about issues.

Marking: Candidates are assessed on their performance throughout
the test by certificated IELTS examiners according to the four criteria of the
IELTS Speaking Test Band Descriptors (fluency and coherence, lexical resource,
grammatical range and accuracy, pronunciation).

This course focuses on Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking test in Lessons
2-4. Part 2 of the Speaking test is covered in Lessons 6-9. Lessons 11-
14 and Lessons 16-17 focus on Part 3 of the IELTS speaking test. Lessons
18-19 practice the skills needed in all three sections of the listening test, in
other words, the short interview skills, the long turn and the more analytical
discussion. In this lesson, you will look at the three parts of the IELTS Speaking
test as an introduction to what is coming in this course.

Lessons 5, 10, and 15 are review lessons with reading, writing, listening
and speaking included. These lessons bring all the skills together which is
again a more natural and authentic way of using English and a practical way
to review the material covered in this course.

Research has proven that repetition and recycling of material is the most
effective way to retain new information and is the rationale for including

regular review sections and questions in this course.

Section 1 Identifying question types

It is important to know what to expect from each part of the exam. Each
section has a specific pattern that the interviewer follows and that you can

familiarize yourself with in preparation for the test day.
&l) Part 1 of the Speaking test

Part 1 of the Speaking test lasts for about four to five minutes and begins




with introductions. The examiner then asks a series of questions on two or
three topics connected to your life, your interests or what you do. This part of
the test is meant to be easy, to help you calm your nerves and to help you get
the interview off to a good start. Your answers to each question should just
be one or two sentences; three at the most and should include a variety of

vocabulary words related to common and familiar topics.
% Activity 1

Listen to the following Part 1 interview questions and a sample response,
then answer questions 1 — 4. (Choose one answer for each question.)
1. What is the first thing the examiner does? ()

a. checks the candidates identification
b. asks for the candidate’s name
c. introduces him-/herself
2. Which candidate is not a student? ()
a. Oscar Felix Hernandez.
b. Young Eun Kim.
3. Which candidate spoke more fluently? ( )
a. Young Eun Kim.
b. Oscar Felix Hernandez.
4. What are the answers to Part 1 questions like? ( )
a. direct and to the point
b. abstract and analytical

c. lengthy and discursive
% Activity 2

Listen to the recording and match the answers A - C to the question.

Audio
A. B. C

How well do you know your next-door neighbours?

What problems do people sometimes have with their neighbours?

How often do you see them?
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