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INTRODUCTION

The NorthStar Writing Activity Book is a companion to NorthStar: Focus on
Reading and Writing (the Student Book). Building on the themes and content of the
Student Book, the Writing Activity Book leads students through the writing process
with engaging writing assignments. Skills and vocabulary from the Student Book are
reviewed and expanded as students draft, revise, and edit their writing.

The Writing Activity Book was developed with the principle that the writing
process and writing product are equally important. The units bring students step by
step through the process of generating ideas, organizing and drafting content,
revising their writing, and editing for grammar and mechanics. Students explore
different prewriting techniques to find out what works best for them and for their
topic. They experience the cyclical nature of writing, in which the writer is
constantly evaluating and revising what is on the page. Through peer review
exercises, students practice analyzing and responding to writing in a way that will
help them better analyze their own. At the same time, they learn about the structural
and rhetorical features of writing. They explore different ways to convey their ideas
clearly depending on the purpose and audience of the writing assignment. They also
learn how to use new grammatical structures in a meaningful context. Finally, they
focus on editing and proofreading their writing for grammatical and mechanical
correctness.

DESIGN OF THE UNITS

The units are closely linked to the content of NorthStar: Focus on Reading and
Writing. Therefore, it is essential that the books be used together. Each Writing
Activity Book unit contains four sections that follow the writing process: Prewriting,
Organizing, Revising, and Editing. The assignments are drawn from topics discussed
in the Student Book readings and subsequent exercises. Teachers can choose to
complete an entire unit in the Student Book before starting the writing unit.
Alternatively, they can begin the Prewriting activities after completing the indicated
sections in the Student Book and finish both units together. Checklists for the first,
second, and final drafts remind students of which points to focus on in each draft.

1. Prewriting

Students complete Sections 1 to 4 in the Student Book before they begin this section.
The activities in this section help students generate ideas and narrow a topic. They
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learn how to use a variety of prewriting techniques, such as freewriting, clustering,
and brainstorming. Typically, students work together to analyze and manipulate a
model prewriting exercise. Then they try using the prewriting technique on their own.

2. Organizing

In this section, students focus on organizing and developing their ideas. They learn
about a structural or rhetorical feature of writing, such as writing topic and
supporting sentences or organizing around a rhetorical feature. They may analyze a
model paragraph or organize ideas from the readings. Then they apply the ideas to
their own writing. At the end of this section, students complete the first draft of the
assignment and do a peer review exercise.

3. Revising

The activities in this section are designed to help students expand and polish their
writing. The section has two parts. Part A, which is often drawn from Section 6B:
Style in the Student Book, focuses on developing the content of students’ writing.
The activities help students achieve coherence and unity in their writing, clarify and
improve the support for their ideas, or strengthen their introductions and
conclusions. Part B, which is often drawn from Section 6A: Grammar in the Student
Book, helps students use the grammar point in a meaningful way in their writing.
Students do exercises that use the grammar point in context. Then they look for
places to apply the grammar in their writing. Although attention is given to
grammatical correctness, meaningful usage is the focus. At the end of this section,
students write the second draft of the assignment.

4. Editing

In this section, students focus on editing their writing for grammar, form, and
mechanics. They focus on editing one feature often drawn from Section 6B: Style in
the Student Book. They identify and practice editing the feature in controlled
exercises and then look for errors in their own writing. At the end of this section,
students finish the final draft of the assignment.
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OVERVIEW

Theme: Work
Prewriting:  Listing

Organizing: Understanding paragraphs and topic sentences

Revising: Supporting the topic sentence
Using adjectives to give more detail
Editing: Formatting a paragraph
Assignment

In Unit 1 of NorthStar: Focus on Reading and Writing Basic (the
Student Book), you read about people who are working in their
ideal jobs. What is your ideal job? The assignment for this unit is
to write a paragraph describing your ideal job and why it is ideal
for you.

PREWRITING
LISTING

“ Complete Unit 1, Sections 1-4, in the Student Book before
£ €T

you begin this section.

It often helps to make a list of your ideas before you begin to
write. When you make a list, it is not necessary to write complete
sentences. )

o Imagine you want to be a teacher. What are some reasons
this may be an ideal job for you? Think about your skills, the
job setting, and the job rewards. Look at the list of reasons
on page 2. Add some of your own ideas.



UNIT 1 ¢

Ideal Job
Teacher

Reasons
Like children Like to help others
Like to work in a school Patient
Creative Helpful
Friendly coworkers Convenient schedule
Interesting work Other reasons:

e Think about your ideal job. Why would you like that job? Think about your skills,
the job setting, and job rewards. Make a list of all the reasons you can think of. It is
not necessary to use complete sentences.

ORGANIZING
UNDERSTANDING PARAGRAPHS AND TOPIC SENTENCES

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one topic.

+ The first sentence is the topic sentence. It states the main idea of the paragraph. For
this assignment, the topic sentence will give the name of the writer’s ideal job.

+ The other sentences are supporting sentences. They explain the main idea with
specific details and examples. For this assignment, the supporting sentences will give
reasons why the writer likes his or her ideal job.

ﬂ Read the example paragraph and complete the tasks below.

I would like to be a mountain climbing guide. I like this job for several
reasons. First of all, mountain climbing is very exciting. Mountain climbing
guides get to climb tall, dangerous mountains. Second, I enjoy working outside.
I like the fresh air much better than I like a stuffy office. Finally, I like to meet
interesting people. Mountain climbing guides travel to many different parts of

the world and meet other adventurous people.

1. Circle the topic sentence. What is the writer’s ideal job?

2. Underline the supporting sentences. What three reasons does the writer give for
liking the job?



FINDING THE IDEAL JOB

Q Read the paragraph and choose the best topic sentence from the list below. Write
the sentence on the line. Remember that the topic sentence must give the name of
the writer’s ideal job.

. There are many reasons why I
like this job. First, I like animals. Animals bring a lot of joy to our lives, but they do

not ask for a lot in return. I also enjoy helping animals and their owners feel better. ‘

Pet owners are happy when their pets are well. Finally, veterinarians get to work

with other people who like animals. They can even bring their pets to work!

Topic Sentences

Sometimes I imagine I’m a veterinarian.
I would like a job working with animals.
A veterinarian helps people and animals feel better.

Writing the First Draft

Use the information from the previous sections to write the first draft of your
paragraph.

+ Begin your paragraph with a topic sentence, such as Sometimes I imagine that I am
a(n). . . or I would like to be a(n). . . .

¢ Look at the list you wrote for Exercise 2 on page 2. Choose the three most
important reasons you listed. Write a complete sentence for each reason.

Don’t worry too much about grammar. Just try to make your ideas clear.

PEER REVIEW

When you finish your first draft, exchange papers with another student. Read your
partner’s first draft and answer the questions below. Then discuss your answers
with your partner.

¢ Does the paragraph begin with a topic sentence?

¢ Does the paragraph include at least three reasons why the writer likes his or
her ideal job?

¢ Are there any words or sentences that you don’t understand? Circle those parts
that the writer should explain more clearly.

Discuss your partner’s reaction to your paragraph. Make a note of any parts you
need to revise.




3 REVISING
A. SUPPORTING THE TOPIC SENTENCE

The supporting sentences in your paragraph should all relate to the main idea. They
should all support the topic sentence.

0 Read the paragraph. Cross out sentences that don’t support the main idea.

Sometimes I imagine that I am a teacher. I like this job for several reasons.
First, I love children. I like to help children learn and grow. Sometimes children
are difficult to work with because they don’t always listen and follow directions.
Second, teaching is a creative job. Artists are creative, too, so I would also like
to be an artist. Finally, the schedule is convenient for me. But I don’t like the

salary, because teachers don’t make very much money.
ary, Ty Yy

0 Look at your first draft. Cross out sentences that don’t support the main idea. If
necessary, write new sentences that support the main idea.

B. USING ADJECTIVES TO GIVE MORE DETAIL

_‘ Complete Unit 1, Section 6A, in the Student Book before you begin this section.

Descriptive adjectives give detail to your writing. They make your ideas clear to the
reader.

@ Read the sentences. Underline the descriptive adjectives.

1. Good teachers are creative.
2. They teach interesting classes.

3. They are also patient and caring.



FINDING THE IDEAL IOB-

9 Write two or three descriptive sentences about people in the following professions.
Use the descriptive adjectives below or think of other adjectives. When you have
finished, share your descriptions with the class.

Professions

artists

computer programmers
corporate CEOs
athletes

Descriptive Adjectives

busy rich intelligent
young famous well-educated
strong motivated interesting
powerful patient

successful creative

hardworking independent

e Look at your first draft. Did you use enough descriptive adjectives? Add adjectives
if they will help make your meaning clear.

Writing the Second Draft

Now you are ready to write your second draft. Look at all your notes from the previous
sections to help you revise.

+ Include sentences that support the main idea.

* Add detail with descriptive adjectives to make your ideas clear to the reader.

EDITING
FORMATTING A PARAGRAPH

Look at the paragraph on page 6. Read the rules for formatting a paragraph.



Write the title in the middle
of the top line.

Indent the
first line /
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FINDING THE IDEAL JOB

o Read the paragraph below. There are mistakes in paragraph format. Rewrite the
paragraph on a separate sheet of paper. Discuss your corrections with the class.

My Ideal Job
Sometimes I imagine that I am a teacher. I like this job for several reasons.

First, I love children. I like to help children learn and grow. Children are fun to

work with because they like to laugh and play games.

Second, teaching is a creative job. Teachers think of new and interesting ways to

learn.

Finally, the schedule is convenient for me. teachers can take long vacations in

the summer.

e Look at your second dmft.. Is it formatted correctly? Mark any mistakes in
paragraph format. Add a title to your paragraph.

Preparing the Final Draft

Carefully edit your second draft. Use the checklist below as a guide. Then neatly write
or type your paragraph with the corrections.

FINAL DRAFT CHECKLIST
[ Does the topic sentence state the main idea of the paragraph?
@ Do you give at least three reasons why you like your ideal job?
1 Do all the sentences support the main idea?
[ Do you use descriptive adjectives to add detail?

1 Is the paragraph formatted correctly?




OVERVIEW

Theme: The country and the city
Prewriting:  Using pictures
Organizing: Grouping details

Revising: Adding descriptive details
Writing about past events

Editing: Using commas and periods

Assignment

In Unit 2 of NorthStar: Focus on Reading and Writing Basic (the
Student Book), you read about nature areas. What nature areas do
you enjoy? The assignment for this unit is to write a paragraph
describing a nature area you have visited. You will write about
what this nature area looked like, what you did there, and how
you felt about the place.

PREWRITING
USING PICTURES

Complete Unit 2, Sections 1-4, in the Student Book before
you begin this section.

o Drawing a picture of a place can help you remember details.
Look at the picture of The Lake at Central Park on page 9.
What kind of nature area is this? Is it in the country, a city,
or the suburbs? What do you see in the picture?



