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1. After the bell, as my classmates out mumbling darkly, I recalled
another classroom that of Mrs. Ado Coots, the of Forsyth County
High. I could still her neat script in the margins of my English

papers, carefully enumerating each of my grammatical shortcomings in

bright __ink.

2. Mrs. Coots half collapsed in a chair and regarded me . sat on
theof the ___ chair nearest her. I thrust my term paper _____ her hands.
She glanced atit,_____ looked back me quizzically.
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1. ..Mrs. Coots was fond of saying, “you students will find that what

you’ re learning here will be useful.”
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2. When he handed back our papers, groans from the disappointed made
Professor Dressel’ s classroom sound like a hospital ward.
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I started college when I was 16 years old. It was a

big(iégify)place, and T was young. I remember standing in
line for registration with the hordes of other people. I felt so

Gﬁ;;cﬂf§>and inadequate next to those who were my supposed

peers. How would I ever measure up to these people who
seemed so confident and sure of what they wanted?

I didn’t have anypecific direction. I didn’t have a

D,
FERICE k
logical
['Ibdzikal] adj.
RIZER; AEH
p,

clue as to what I wanted to do or be. College was just the
next‘q@l@])step. I felt very much out of place. To me, these
people around me embodied my picture of the consummate
college student. They stood there laughing with their friends,

a cup of coffee in one hand, the schedule of classes in

the other, discussing their options for the upcoming term.



Me, I had a list of classes on a piece of paper that I had

Qpan{s:t]([ngly)worked out with my big brother the night

before. If I didn’t get those particular classes, I was sunk.
The idea of having a backup plan never even occurred to
me. What would I do? I would just die. I knew that crying
wasn’t an option—I was in college for heaven’s sake! Maybe
throwing up would be a more socially acceptable reaction. I
was alone, nervous and feeling like a cartoon in a museum of
priceless paintings.

When the first week of classes started, I had the

(dathmg)task of trying to figure out where my classes were

in this city they called a school. I was already exhausted
by the overwhelming task of trying to park my car. Feeling
awkward, out of place and in a world of logistical nightmares,
studying and getting an education were the last things on my
mind. But I put one foot in front of the other and prayed 1

would find somdiéiél?lé::e:};omewhere. And I did.

He walked into my life and into the huge auditorium
that looked more like a movie theater than a classroom. But
instead of taking a seat in the large lecture hall, he continued
toward the front of the room to teach the class. He was smart
and funny. I started to find any excuse to visit his office. This
strange new world started to hold new meaning for me, and

I began to explore it with mor({bm;ddo) That was the good

news. The bad news was that I had a crush on a man who was
twice my age, married and had a family. But I felt helpless

among all these new feelings and experiences I was having.
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painstakingly
['peins,teikinli]] adv.
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daunting
[do:ntin] ad;.
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solace ['saolas]n.
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bravado
[bra'va:dau] n.
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excel [ik'sel] v.
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promptly
[promptli] adv.
MR, S,
7R

Was this what becoming an adult meant? It all seemed too
confusing.
Exugled)m his class. One day he asked me if I wanted
to help him grade papers, file and do some office work—a
teacher’s aide of sorts. There was no need to ask me twice. As
the weeks passed, we shared lots of time together. I learned
how to drink coffee over long philosophical conversations.
We became friends.

Much to my surprise, out of the blue, he asked me if
I would consider doing some baby-sitting for him. I was
getting an invitation to become part of his private world. I
was given directions to his house and told to come by that
Thursday.

I arrived at his house prompilyoat six. He greeted me

K

HRICE Kk

1

fibrosis
[fai'brausis] n.
[B=] #r4etk; R
T

at the door. “Thank you so much for doing this. It’s very
important to me.” He explained that his wife was taking care
of her ailing mother and had taken their 8-month-old baby
with her. Lily, their 6-year-old, needed special care, and he
was hoping to find someone who would click with her.

“Lily has cystic(ﬁﬁr@}i&)ﬁnd spends too much of her

v

SEEFEICE k —

apparatus
[,eepa'reitas] n.
wE&; 88 U8

v,

little life in bed.” My heart just broke as I saw the love he had
in his eyes for his little girl.

He took me into her room and, in the middle of a
princess bed, sat this fair-haired little angel. She had some

sort of breathing@ﬁiﬁairzirt:@)next to her bed that looked

strangely out of place, what happened next was something I

wasn’t prepared for.



