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'UNIT 1
REPORTING A CRIME

(A woman goes into a police office to report a crime.)

A= Police officer; B=Woman

>

: Can I help you?

B: I want to report a crime, sir.

A: What’s happened?

B: I can’t find my car. Somebody must have stolen it about 40 minutes ago.

A: Where did you park the car?

B: On the parking lot at the entrance to the post office.

A: Where’s the post office? The specific address, I mean.

B: It’s on Zhongshan Road, just the opposite to the Bank of China. There’s a crossroads

nearby. But I don’t quite remember the street number.

A: Where did you go after parking the car?

B: I went to the post office to mail a package. It was probably ten twenty at that time.
There were many people queuing in the office. So it took me nearly 30 minutes to
finish the work. When I went out of the gate, I found my car disappeared.

: Could you please describe the car? What type of car is it?

: It’s a Toyota 2000. I bought it in 1998.

: What’s the color?

= > & p

¢ Light brown.

A: And the number of the license plate?

o)

P AX11211.

A: OK. We'll start the investigation at once. We'll contact you as soon as it’s found.

1[I



"""" o AL R
: BASIC LEGAL ENGLISH

Please leave your name and your phone number.

B: Thank you, sir.

ew Words & Expressions

opposite ['opazit] adj.  AARE; MW LW
n. LT

crossroad ['kros rawd] n. +EBa; & X 4E

package ['paekidz] n. T

queue [kju] vi. HEA 5 HEA S 12
n. AFl; KA

license plate ['laisens plet] n. 8

investigation [in vestr'ge1n] n. i

Exercises

i

I. Translate the following dialogue.
A: BRI, REMRE
B: RAETIH2587
A: THTIRAPHRT?
B: A+ ARG 7
A: BFERIA, KHE 15 2R EART
B: TEMR SR Y7 (S A7
A: BFETEARTY, WGE AL AN BRI S F—1Eitd A TR 5.
HAE Bx, AT— LB T,

B: REIF R 2T
A: BB TR, SEisEE, BIRH. B ik & —M AR,
B: FiEt BEAHAIRE?

]2
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AR TS, — R BETR, B4 300 7T, A THEEREGHE

B: 0B i KA 4 BE? fRAE A —F

As RATS, B, BE T

B. S HARERIAIR? H-A B 7

A: B KA A, RIS R R, RAAE .

B: SLIXE, A A TANIEAL?

A AT, RELTEBX A%,

B: 4FA0, HEARRIEES . FEAEFIBE R 2 T ok, TR R I, — A1 B sl
K.

I1. Role-play
Work in pairs, making up dialogues according to the following situation: You
are walking home in the evening. The street is quiet. A man behind you takes out a
knife, threatening you to surrender all your possessions to him. You have no choice
but to obey. After he runs away, you go to the police station to report the hold-up.

Take turns to be the victim and the police officer.

3 (I



UNIT 2
CONSULTING A LAWYER

(A person form a joint- venture company goes to a law office to hire a lawyer who can

represent his company in a lawsuit.)

A= lawyer; B=client

A:
B:

114

Is there anything I can do for you, sir?
Yes. Our company is engaged in a lawsuit concerning international trade. We'd like
to engage a lawyer to act on our behalf. Could you tell me if we can engage a lawyer

from your law firm?

: I think you’ve come to the right place. To be honest, we have rich experience in

handling cases involving foreign-related matters. We have a lot of excellent lawyers

who have both a good command of English and legal expertise.

: Really? That’s wonderful. What if we'd like to engage your firm to act on our behalf?

: Our practice is we will have a face-to-face talk about the case and lawyer fee first.

After we reach a consensus, you’ll be presented with a formatted agreement of

entrusted agency for your reading and signature.

: What’s the agreement about?
g

¢ It includes without limitation entrusted matters, lawyer’s mode of work, sphere and

description of authorization by the client, sum and mode of payment, default, terms

of revocation and settlement of disputes, etc.

: Can I have a look at a sample agreement?
: Sure. Here it is.

: If there’s disagreement as to the terms stipulated in the agreement, is there any

possibility of making changes?
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At Yes. As I said earlier, the agreement is based on what we agree on.

B: I see. After concluding the agreement, what shall I do?

A You must present us with a power of attorney.

B: What do you mean by a power of attorney?

At A power of attorney is a legal instrument which specifies matters, terms and scope of
attorney.

B: Anything else?

A: Then perform your obligation of paying the bill and cooperating with your lawyer and
meantime enjoy your lawful rights in your litigation or non-litigation process.

B: 1 see.

A: OK. Please feel free to contact me if you have any question.

B: Thank you for your information and time.

New Words & Expressions §

consensus [kon'sensas]  n. —%; Bt —HEE, 4
entrust [in'trast] vt.  EH, #HA
sphere [sfra(r)] n.  RUK), (BB FEH)EE; HAEE; K&,

WATEREE
vt.  FomEE; wHE, B%; ETHREAR
authorization [ 9:0arar'zerfn] T, #of ; #E (BFBR) B9iE
default [dr'forlt] vi.  RBATEHZHRFEE; ZEReAdE; T3
FETINOR ;3 FR
vt RKBAT,#R; A5 TR (B, ) (]
B o 2 2 i M (3 )
n.  RBEAT,HER; DEIRBE; F; [iT] 84,
BRIA

s

5 [/
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revocation [ reva'kerfn] n. ik, BE

stipulate ['stipjulert] Vi, (AR RFVR)AE, A2, HHEZEES)
vi. AL, AREX

attorney [¢'t3:n1] n. RIEA ; £

litigation [ Intr'gerfn] n. () +TEH ; Fid

Exercises

I. Change the sentences to a more polite form.
1. Be sure to arrive on time for your scheduled appointment.
2. Is there any possibility of winning the case?
3. What do I do if I just cannot afford a quality lawyer?
4. Please recommend a good lawyer to me.

5. Tell me when the court will hear this case.

I1. Role-play

Work in pairs; try to give your advice or recommendation for the following

situations: Your cooperating partner fails to perform its contractual obligations.

I e



"UNIT 3
ARBITRATION

(4 client is considering an alternative resolution to the traditional court process in his

dispute. He is consulting his attorney about the settlement.)

A= Attorney; B=client

A: What’s your problem? _

B: I decide not to go to court. You know it often takes lots of time and money to go to
court. May I have any other options?

: Of course, you may turn to ADR.

® »

: Excuse me, what do you mean by ADR?

>

: It stands for Alternative Dispute Resolution to the traditional court process.

¢ That’s exactly what I'm interested in. Is it a new thing?

'

No. Alternative Dispute Resolution to the traditional court process.

: That’s exactly what ’'m interested in. Is it a new thing?

- & &

: No. Alternative Dispute Resolution is not a new idea in the judicial system. Most
parties settle civil cases before going to court. Courts often use a variety of techniques
to bring about voluntary cases before going to court. Courts often use a variety of
techniques to bring about voluntary settlement such as pre-trial settlement conferences,
mediation by magistrates, court-related arbitration, and mediation in the judge’s
chambers, etc.

B: Then which forms do people most often use?

At It really depends on the individuals. Generally the local dispute resolution centers offer

two forms of negotiation: mediation and arbitration.

B: What does each of these methods involve?

7
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Mediation is used primarily in labor-management grievances. It helps the parties reach
an agreement and offers recommendations for settlement. The recommendations are

not binding on the parties. The function of mediation is basically advisory.

: How about arbitration?

: Arbitration should be distinguished from mediation. Arbitration is an important

method of resolving commercial disputes out of court. The award of the arbitrator is
final and binding on the parties. Arbitration performs a judicial function and decides

disputes between parties.

: What types of cases use arbitration most often?

: Commercial, insurance, and labor-management disagreements widely use arbitration.
: So is arbitration applied to my case?

: Yes of course. Your case concerns a commercial contract. Arbitration is applicable.

: Compared with court proceedings, is arbitration a better method to resolve a dispute?

: It’s hard to say which is better. Both have advantages and disadvantages. Arbitration

may be less formal, but less complex, and less costly than court cases. And it has
privacy, and often ends more quickly. Although it does not replace the court,
arbitration is an effective alternative to formal court litigation in certain types of

controversies.

: How about mediation then?

A: Mediation is an informal process where a mediator helps those involved resolve

their problems by identifying, defining, and discussing the things about which they

disagree. It has privacy and speedy resolution. But it is not binding or enforceable.

: Well, I prefer to use arbitration to settle my dispute.

New Words & Expressions

ADR: “Alternative Dispute Resolution” 45, SR AU MHI T X ; HRESFIFER

I8

Wk B READBRYE ; ERRADRRIH  BRELD R,
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mediation [ mi:dr'erfn] n.  RE, R, Bk

magistrat [maed3istrert] n.  HHFEE, BEE; XBER; BE#ESE
arbitration [ a:br'treifn] n. B3, A ¥
chamber ['tfermba(r)] n. £,8B%,2%%; WE; (FRTEE) £nth

NE; WET
vt PR, dhZE, HPSRIRY ; EE5HFH
alternative [0:1't3:nat1v] adj. Ry ; £y ; Hieh, BEH
n.  AQEEENEY
litigation [ Intr' gexfn] n. (&) 3TEH ; Fir
controversy [kantrovsrsi] n.  AFFEL : #HR&

Exercises

I. Interpret the following dialogue.

A: 1 had some disputes in business with Peter. I was wondering how to settle them?
What’s your opinion, Mr. White?

B: Do you want to sue him?

A: If T go to court, it will take me lots of time and energy. Time is money, you know.
What’s more, Peter is my old client. I don’t want to break our relationship. Any other
options?

B: Yes. Have you ever heard about ADR before?

A: Yes. It seems to refer to Alternative Dispute Resolution to the traditional court
process.

B: Yes. It has many forms including arbitration, mediation, and negotiation and so on.
You can think them over.

A: Which one is better?

B: Each has both advantage and disadvantage. It depends on the situation. Generally,

mediation is used primarily in labor-management grievances. It helps the parties reach

S



