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(Continued)

DATE AND TIME: 11 Mareh 1946, 1400 - 1600 hours

PLACE ¢ - Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, 3hpan
PRESERT g (lhrguis) KIDO, Kolchi -
Er, Henry R. Sackett, Interrogator

Lt, Fred P, Sugukawa, Interpreter
(®iss) S, M. Betar, Stenographer

Questions by ¢ Hr, Sackett

o

Some time back, when you haa.§g.*xau!g\ ring in your
diary and some other papers, included in the papers

was this instrument, I want to ask you about it, I
have a translation here, Can you tell me just what

the text is, where it came from, where you got it

and where Dr, TSBURU got 1t? :

I had this at home,

ihorg did you get 1t?

I noted it down when I read the memoirs of Prince
EONOYE, At the time the Prince wrote it, he showed
ne his memoirs,

Is this your writing or Prince KONOYE's?

This is my hand-writing,

In other words, these memoirs were the ones that were
printed in the paper here shortly after Prince KOKOYE
died?

I believe it was printed in the paper. The day that

Prince KONOYE died, I was copfined here at Sugamo so
I don®t know, :
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When was it you wrote this - about what time?

"I believe about one or two years ago.

‘I see, You héve-had this for some time?

Yes,

What #he occasion when you wrote this? Was Prince.
- KONOYE“Fresent? 5 ; :

1 noted it down when I borrowed Prince KONOYE's memoirs,

In other words, he‘had'written up some memoirs and
showed them to you?

'Yes;
Had they been printed or published, or were they private?

They were his own private memoirs, There was a tyve-
written one., ' el e

.And'yOu made'séme.notations'just'for'your own informa-
‘tion %n-order you might know his-version of what took
place LR

And at the time the request that every material be
brought out, I believe they brought this out along
with the rest of things,

Yes, I know, You didn't meke notes of the entire
memoirs but just picked out certain things yocu wanted
to keep some records on? Is that right? .

Because the memoirs is so long, I could not take down
all of 1t, so only those portions that concerned me,
I noted down.

Do ybu know whether the memoirs that were printed in
the press after he died were the same as he had
written and displayed to you some two. years ago?

: ﬁid not read the memoirs that were written in the

paper, I only read a portion of it, just one day's
portion, I believe it is the same one,
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. Do you kuow where the original memoirs that were
written by Prince EKONOYE are?

I believe it #s at the home of Prince KONOYE,

When was it, to your recollestion, that Primece KONOYE
wrote hig memolrs about what happened aroumd 1940 or 419

I believe shortly after he left the Cabinet, he started
‘on his memoirs, I have no accurate resollection but I
‘believe it 1s 1942 ar 1943,

Waen was it he showed them to you - a ecuple years ago <
1943, perhaps? :

Yes, he s_howod‘thuf to me et .that time,

They had not been published in book form, or any=-
thing 1ike that in those days?

o, it was kept very secret because at that time
dimlgement of it would subject him to punishment
under the peace provisioa law,

Vhat ruaon.t‘iid,ha give you for having written these
memoirs? Why did he write them or why did he tell you
he wrote them? ' ;

He wrote it for the intent of clarifyimg the Japanesee
America negotiations that were conducted,

He wanted to leave a resord of what he had dome with
reference to these megotiations so anyome could see
the positiom he took, Is that right?

_'Ids.

'fhe way it starts out, does the first page pertain to
what actually took place at the July 2 Imperial
Conference?

This is just an extract and each paragrsph does not
Join with the follewimg parggraph.

This i{s the it sterts out, referring to poliey:
"The Empire will elimimate whatever difficulty in
order to attain the foregoing objestive,” I would
Ake to ask with referemce to that statement, was
that something that wes desided at the July 2
-Gonference?
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A X velieve so,

Accordimg to his memoirs, that is ome of the things
. determined or decided at the Imperiel Conference?

Yoz,

Reading further, when it says the Empire will con-
 timme diplomatie megotiations which ave mecessary
from the standpoint of self-existence and selfede-
fensé in the southern pome and will hastem various
other plams, was that alsc & decision of the July 2

- Conference?

I believe so,

In other words, KONOYE irdicated that was ome of the
‘things decided’on July 2, 1941%

!ia.‘-u

Do you have amy personal recollection or infermation
that that wes deeided uwpen other tham the faet you
read it in his memoirs?

Pdraonllll,,z do not kmow anything about the deecision
reached at the July 2 Conference but I learned that
only later after reading the memoirs, -

I appreciate that you were not present at the Cone
ference but youm did talk to ether people om or about
July 2, 1941 that told you in effect what had taken
place at the Conference? That is true, isa't 1t?

I did not hear these clear-cut statements suech as.
these at that time, Later on, after reading the
memoirs, it sort of etruck me as really beimg sig-
nificnng and for that reasom, I noted it down,

Understand, I am only imterested in homestly finding
out what took place at the Imperial Conference, I
only want to know what happemed at the July 2 Gon-
ference, Your motatioms read further: “For that
reason, she will mske preparations for war against
Britain and the Umited States." Primce KCONOYE in-
dieated that that was deeided at the July 2nd Ime
periel Conferemce, did he mot?

Yes
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on o® ‘about that time, didnft anyone else talk te
you with referen e to thn conference and imdicated.
that such a deeision had been made,

1 444 pot hear any clear-cut statements like these
at that time, A4t that time, - were saying that
it was a Conference devoted ma in order take
measures ageinst Eussia and for thnt reason, our
entire attention na taken toward Russia -ai we did
not hear As written later onm here, our
immediate object vo was to decide toward not Ining
-engaged in any aetion with the S8oviet and for that
rouan that matter of war with the United BStates

Britain did not come wp, Primce EKONOYE hed his
ontiro attention taken toward the prevention of any
astion agaimst Buln.

I understand, You told me before that one of the
‘maia reasons they called the July 2 Imperiasl Con-
ference was to decide whether or not to follow
HATSUOKA's policy of attackimg Russia and at that-
Mﬁ& 4t was decided Jeapan would not emgage in
Russia, And, that is the reason, is it
at the end ot tho notations, you havo there
t‘ reference to the 2 Conferense, "Final
on July 2, 3 petitioned the Emparor fcr a eoune
in his pronnu and for the present décided mot to
start any nwcunt uaint Soviet nuuia.'? Ay Yes,

By nut question 48, I vo‘ld 1like to know what was
decided at that Conferensce with referemce to the
war against the United States and Great Britain,
uoowae to your notations from Primce EONOIE's
diary, it was decided at that Conference that Japan
would m. preparations for war against the United
States and @reat Britaim, and also, was it mot de-
cided that Japan would not aveid war with Britain
and the United States in order te achieve her obe
jective as set forth in these memoirs?

!‘.Q

What I would like to ask you is, cam you give me any
other information, other than d’ut you find in these
Rt LA VIth velerence to what vas dosided st this
mhm’“tcwormo conserning Britain and the

es?
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In the beginning, part of this is the appendix to the

memoirs of Prince KONOYE, while the latter part is the
text of his memoirs and %he most striking onme is noted
down here and I have marked paragraph 2 and paragravh 3,
There are others, but I have no recollection, '

: I don't quite understand you. What do you say para-

graphs 2 and 3 from his memoirs are?

Paragraphs 2 and 3 are'frqm his appendix to his memoirs,

And what did the appendix tc the memoirs vurvort to
contain?

Relating matters to the other - the memoirs is a narra-
tive while the apvendix is reference matter,

In other words, attached to his narrative statement

as-to the story of the United States and Japanese diploe

matic relations, Prince KONOYE aitached an apvendix
where he referred to'certain background material and
other factual material in which he was referring to.
in the memoirs themselves, is that right?

. I believe fhat the. original in the Japanese-American

negotiations was attached to the appendix,

And this section of part two, concerning July2, 1941,
you .copied from the appendix% Is that right?

Yes,

And where did the anpendix indicate this in“ormation
that was therein contained came frim? ¥What was the
source of this infTormation we are talking about? ¥as

it an official writing coming out of the liaison con-

-ference or some such thing as that?

Prime iinister Prince KOICYE had the bill or 'roposed
plan and I believe that he wrote it from that plan.

By that you mean that this ap»endix from which you
made your notes refers to the decision that was ae-
tually made at the Imperial Conference on July 2,
1941, as shown by the original, or a copy of the de-
cision of the liaison conference, and the conference,

‘{tself, which was in Prince KCNOYE's possession?

I believe so.
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{ne reason I am asking is this, The other day when

I was asking you certain questions with reference to.
what was decided on July 2, 1941, you told me very
definitely about the Bussian deelsion, When I asked
you if thers was anything further decided, you in-
dicated you thought that was the prineiple desision,.
Then, I read to you from these notations I have, which
are now. before you and pointed out certain deeisions
had been made with reference to Britaim and the United
8tates, at which time you confirmed that you recalled
.eonversations to that effect, What I want to know is
how you kmow those things were deeided at the July 2
Conference and where you got your informatiom other
than through this source?

Because I have no other sources of substantiation and
for that reason, I had no recollection at that time,

- Yhen I'pointéd out what Prince KONOYE had said, you
‘récalled that you had read that in his memoirs., 1Is
‘that what you mean?

At that time, that portion of Prince KOROYE's memoirs

preventing action against Soviet Russia has taken my

entire attention so that part was written in my memory

":2113 the other part, there weren’t very many talks on
®

Well, I am not complaining about your fallure toc remember
everything that was decided on July 2. .What I am ‘
honestly trying to find out is whether or not the items
mentioned in this document you have were actually de-
cided at that conferencé, You think they were?

I believe it was decided at that eonference and because
I was surprised, I noted it down.

Poesn’t this refresh your recollection as to conversae
tions with leaders back in July 1941, at which time
they told you that such decis;ona were made?

ﬁo, I d1d not hear jnjthing about 1it,

In other words, you remember the July 2 Conference be-
caunse of the decision with reference to Russia and when
‘you were reading Prince KONOYE's memoirs written in
‘1943, perhaps you were surprised to learn of these
other decisions and that is why you wrote them down,

Is that correst? ' =

Yes,
709
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are unu«nt that those thing
mu aimﬂlr «hm July 2, are you ut;. .

- noted it down beosuse 1 pelieve it was decided,

mmmermnm.mnamtumuu
hin you were surprised to learn sbout the southern
”mmt lmi:‘i;:‘ ‘Britain and the United States, and did

R rmm-r toutn&:h that seriocus things has been

decided vhen

t time I thought they de2lt mainl
with Russia, .

_ What 41d he say in smswer to that?
% 1 h:vo no rocountinn as to what he said, Becsuse

Pringe KONOIR doesa’t may mmch; I have no accurate
rcconntion.

mtm&mhmtimulmzmtynrmuth
referencse to the July 2 Cenference that surprised

.As I understand ity you were met surprised about
wvas decided mniu Ruesia bdecause you kmew that.

What was thon in thm thgt surprised you in partieular?

I slvays felt that cmum of war against Britein

and Ameriss will de made in the Imperiel Conference

gf 3ep dm ?&:ﬂ it %- written tht it has
- besn a Gonference $ Jepan will
. not avoid war with and G@reat Britain, I was

mnuy surprised, although 4¢ is n-it.w here that
will not be avoided. It consequently means that .
m will be decided wpom,

And 1t was for that Peason you ealled it to the attenw
tion of Prince KONOYE but you dontt remember what he
-said abowt 1%t

b :“m'%?&'ﬁ"nﬁ“&m‘.ﬁw-
%o aveld war wi

T deu't quite wderstand that last enswer,
. nm,. wo ﬂ“ i v 4

o vonerd %:.“.:'ﬁmw.




Do you think it was discussed at that July 2 Come
ferengse and decided upon by those present as a sort
of eompromise and diversionary program in order to
-take emphasis off of Russia?

I believe so;, although I am mot too clear about it,
l.r&lg'wpmi knows much or remembers mmeh about this
July 2 Imperial Conference because everyone's atten-
tion has been taken by the German~Soviet War,

Do you think 4t 41s possible thet Prince KONOYE was
mistaken as to these deecisions with reference to

the United States and Great Britain being made on
July 2 or do you think it actually happened that way,
as written in his memoirs and in your notes? :

I believe that it is an actual factj that it is not
a mistake, Althought I did not see the originsl, I
believe this is true.

This thet is written in your notations, is it an ex-
act eopy of what was.contained in the appendix to
Prince KONOYE's diary, or is it just a summary that.
you have.written out in your own words? In other
words, does this contaln your language or iz it an
ae copy of what was in the appendix? :

This is an actual eopy.

I stil)l am not very clear in my mind as to where
Prince EONOXE got this information that he put in
his appendix as reference material with reference to
what. happened on July 2, 19417

As Prime Hinister, Prince KONQOYE has @ copy of the
Imperial Conference and I believe that he wrote it
down from his copys '

In other words, it is your belief that these notations
you made from ‘h,o.uplmﬂix to Prince KONOYE's diary
cane in the first instance from the copy of what hap=
pened at the Imperial Conference of. July 2, 1941, which
was in the possession of Prince KOFOYE and that when he
was writing his memoirs some time later, he referred to
that copy in order to write out his marrative and at-
tached a eopy of it as an appendix as authority for
what he was talking about?. :

Yes,



To be perfectly falr with you, the reason I am
asking these questions is that certain other people

. who were actuslly present at the July 2, 1941 eon-

ference didn't seem to have any recocllection of any
such decisions having been made,; other tham the
Bussian question, just like you d4id when I first
asked you about It and I would like teo know the
truth of the metter as to whether these things

were decided with reference to the United States

. and @reat Britain in July or whether it was in Sep-

tember,
I'honostly felt that it was a matter deeided at the

-/ September Conference but because it was decided at

the July Conferepce, I was surprised, because at

that time, it was ecompletely a matter concerning

8 _viet Russia, I wish tc make one place correct

in order to avert any misunderstanding, It is the
beginning of the second paragraph here where it says,
"The foreign minister mported to the Emperor", That .
matter that was reported to the Emperor was the opera=-

"tion against Soviet Russia and it does not refer to -

the preceding paragraph.

I don't quite understand you. I wish you would exe
plain that again,

The narrative has no relation with the appendix,

. i see, In other-wordsl ddwn to that point in your
e

10

notations, you had eopied word for word what Prince

KONOYE had set forth in the sppendixz, then that parae

graph starting, "Besides reporting to the Emperor, the
reign Minister made similar explanations to the Lord,

F
uxﬁeper,'etgs“, that is your language?

'0.
That is which language?
This is the actual extract from KONOYE's memoirs,

There is a phrase that I omitted here and should be

included in the beginning of the sentenee in the narrae
tive that I have extracted, It says, “The Foreign
Hinister reported to the Emperor sbout the operations
against Soviet Russia which the Foreign Minister advo-

cated ,"  Therefore, the narrative has no relation

with the appendix,
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‘Just in all fairness to both of us, will you please
read and translate what your notat{onn say as to

whit® actually was contained in the appendix to Prince
KONOYE's diary so we may have it correetly? In other
words, to make it more accurate, I would like for you
to bnil me Just what was contained in the appendix to
Prince KONOYE's dlary, according to your notations
congerning the July 2, 1941 Conference,

“"Poliey.. 3) The Empire will elimimate all obstacles
in order to attain its above mentioned objccttyn.

"Essentials. 2) The Empire will continue necessary
diplommtic negotiations concerning the vital regions
of the South from the standpoint of its self-exist-
ence and gelf-preservation, and will promote various
measures in addition, For this purpose, she will pre=-
pare for war against Britai®m and America and firstly,
it will complete various measures against French Indo-
China and Thailand on the policy of "measures-against
French Indo=China and Thailand and matters dealing
with promgting measures toward the South; thereby, she
will strengthen the situation for southern advancement,
The Empire will not avoid war against England and .
America in order to attain or carry out its objective
as listed here,” 5

In other words, that part you have Just stated repre-
sents what you copies from the appendix of Prince
KONOYE, memoirs?

Yes,

The writing that follows that immediately came from
the memoirs, themselves?

!on;‘

I would like to ask you, was this statement which you
took from the appendix and which you have jJust recited
all that the appendix contdined with reference to the -
July 2 Conference or was it just that part you were
surprised. about and wanted to keep a record of?

This is just a part,

In other words, the appendix, itself, contained addi-
tional statement with reference to the decision con-
cerning Russia but you did not write that down because
you already knew about that?

Xeso :
743
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he would verify that this did teake place

If you were in my shoes and were trying to honestly
and acourately ascertain! just what was decided at the
July 2 conference, where would you go to try to find
a record or a atatement as to the deeisions of that
eonference, other than what Primce KONOYE wrote a
year or so later?

These deeisions should be kept by the Cabinet and
the Supreme Command,

Are they something that you think would be destroyed
or still in existence?

I believe they were destroyed,

Who is there that is living and available that might
through direct personal knowledge verify that these
things were decided, if I should telk with him®

I believe that he would have to be a person of the
Supreme Command, otherwise, they would not knowe

Well, of course, there were other people present at
that Conference, Who ould you suggest I might talk
to who would tell me/the truth as to what was decided?

I believe MATSUOKA knows it because he was Foreign
¥inister, — :

In other words, it is your bdief that if I would ask Mr,
MATSUOEA if thll was decided at the Imperial Conference,

T L L

Yes,

Is there anyone else you think of besides Mr, MATSUOKA
who I might refer this to and ask to verify it?

Perhaps thé Chief Secretary of the KONOYE Cabinet,

rourTa? £
B s PRSI a0

Yes,
How about General S8UZUKI? Would he be~oﬁo who would

likely be able to verify this?
I do not know if SUZUKI attended the Conference,
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I am inclined to think that some of these people

who were present who have told us that they did not
think that was decided on that occasion but that :
the decisions against the United States and Great
Britain took place in September, like you felt,

the emphasis was on the Russian matter and did not
pay a great deal of attention to these other de-
cisions be made. Perhaps they are honest in not
being able to remember these things were decided,
but I would like to find somone who can establish

the truth of the matter,

Yes,

You would suggest MATSUOKA and TOMITA as the most
likely people who would be able to verify this
statement from the appendix of KONOYE's memoirs,

Yes,

Let us look at your diary on October ou refer to

a conversation with War Minister TOJO'sfegarding Premier
KONOYE's resolution, according to my translation,

What was that conversation as near as you can remember?

The War Hinister said that the deadline has been made
for the tenth of October and the War Minlster said
that the time is now imminent, but he comnplained that
the Prime Minister did not ye% show a clear-cut atti-
tude in regard to that,

What did War Minister TOJO indicate to you that he
thought the decision on the part of Javan should be
with reference to the war?

I believe that TOJO had the determination and the de=-
cision of entering into war 1f the negotiation was not
concluded by the 10th of October,

And what was he complaining about Prince KONOYE's
attitude? : ,

TOJO‘was comnplaining that KONOYE's attitude was not
clears ’

Well, he seemed to feel that Prince KONOYE might want
tc negtiate further if successful negotiations had
not b:on completed by the 10th of October, Is that
right

KONOYE's attitude was not clear but I believe he was
greatly in favor of continuing negot;ations.
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. 1f megotiations were mo

In other vnrdl the giat of your conversation with
- TOJO. on Outnb-r 2.was that TOJO indicated that at

the Imperial Conference, it had been decided that
t decided by October 10, he
was in favor of earrying out the deelsion to go to

war with the United States?

!ba-

And he was also concernmed that Prince KONOYE would
not agree with him on that point and indicated he
might want to do something else to try to settle
the difference s with the United States,

- X believe seo,

He nllo did he not, indicate to you on that ocecasion

- he did not think thhre was any. hove of negotiations

with the United States being auocesstul?

T0J0 wag of the opinion that the negotiations would
nqt be settled by October 10,

And he took the position that if the United States

. would not agree to the position that Japan had taken

in its negotiations, Japan should make no further

- concessions but should declare war,

| 14

Yes, that was the attitude of T0JO.

Do you remember your conversation with the Emggror””//
on the morning of October 47 In order T Help your
recollection, I might say that it was on October 2.

that the Uﬂikod States sent a note to Japan making

Anquiry as to what she was going to do about withe

drawing tnaopq frow China and French Indo-china,

. At this time, I believe Prince KONOYE Tenorted to the

Emperor of that note of inquiry from the United States
so the audismce had previous to that dealt with general
politihal mattorl.

In other words, there was nothing significant about
your talk with the Baperor that morning?

Yes,
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