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Case # 2
Serial 1 :
Re: HATA, SHUNRUKU, Fleld Marshal
Status: Pending
Age: 66

Address: 122 Taishido, Setagaya-Ku, Tokyo

Mil, Post: 1939-40 War Min. Abe and Yonai Cabinets
1940-41 Supreme Mil, Council-
Mar, 41 C. in C., Jap Forces in China

Family: Wife Chiyo Ikebe -3 sons.

Present Whereabouts: :

Incidental: - Ref. to XIV G‘é:,rpe' ATIS ADV, ECH, Interrogation
Report 30063/ Page 7. sSource Pu-leptured in Manila

Tormer Wewspaper Man, Highly educated. Was with Manila
Defense forces., Nothing of importance on Hata.

Vg i

Capt. Inf.

Soxu'ce: CIS Files
14 Nov. 45



ot g HATA, Shunroku, The Fleld Marshall was a member of the Supreme
Military council as long ago as 1938. He has held such important

i other posts as Inspector General of Military. Education, Commander in

i _ ‘Chief of ‘the Japanese Expeditionary Forces in China, and Ministes of

War, .




4 Dec 1945

CASE NO, o2 RE: HATA, Shunroku L
STATUS: Pending.

MEMO FOR THE FILE:

Source: Not stated.

From: NIPPON TIIES, #16780, 4 Dec 1945

Information:

WHATA, Shunrolu, The Field Marshal was a member of the Supreme
‘Military Council as long ago as 1938, He has held such irportant other
posts as Inspector General of Military Education, Commander in Chief
of the Japensse Expeditionary Forces in China, and Minister of War,"
UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

Review Nippon Times "mor:ue" for possible furlher information.

e 5. Alppndlen

E B, ALEXANDER
2nd Lt., Inf,

COPIES: 4 File
GASE NO. ¢ o2
SERTAL NOe: -



dane 4 BE  + EAPA, Shuwroku
STATUS 8§ Pending

Vemorendum for the f£iles?

On 4 Dec. 1945 CI8 files reflect the following information on
personnel indicted as War Criminsle and ordered apprehended 3 Dec 4B6:

Member of Suprems Milit Council 1938 anﬁ.ﬂo‘;ma
year Inspector @eneral of MiXitary Bducation; Commander
Japanese Expeditio P el in central China in 1938
replacing @eneral Mst® %J}M > 0f Mar in the ABE .
and YOMAI Cabliists A 939=July 1940); Commander-in-
Chie? Japanese forou in china. 1941,

Although without affiliations in the Army cligue
gnd e stern disciplinarien, EATA was o foremost advocate:
of expansion and totalitarian policies within the country,
Vhile Minister of War in the YONAI Cabinet he made the
following demands of Premier YONAI: (1) reasondble speedy’
disposal of China Incident; (2) estadlishment of mew poli=
tical structure (mew single party); (3) creation of super-
defense system; (4) chenge in foreign policy (closer ties
with Axis). The YONAI Cabinet folﬁnccmn of ‘these
Mtrmigont demends and they nlmtrato something of
HATA'S political views,

General HATA hu held every important positiom in.
the_hierarchy of the Japanese command and therfore was
uumtay associated with Japanese training, poliey,
and political ambitions during the nt decade. - -

Neo 'hould. bo held chioﬂy 'becmu of his over-o.n
responsibilities for the behavior of the Japaness Aramy
in China where he was Oouund.or doth in 1938 and from:
1“1‘19“0

He appurl on the U.8, War Crimes list prlpared.
by State, War and Navy Bepartments,

He qualifies under Paragreph 7-8. of Joint chioi‘-l
of Staff Basic Directive for Fost Surrender Nilitary

Govetnment in Japan Properodf 3 Nov., 1945, z ﬂ
Copies: . u

3 File 1 \.5\ . v Gq:t..



File No. - Report By: L. H. BARNARD,

RE: General Shunroku HATA " STATUS: PENDING.

Date: 30 December 1945.

U«.Ss Strategic Bombing Survey Interrogation Report Number 522
carries an interview with General HATA that should be read in detail
by anyone making a study of his activities. A copy of the above referred
to report is on file in our document division. 2

The USSBS report indicates that subject has attained the renk of
Field Marshal and states that he is a graduate of NMilitary Academy and
Staff College. Studied in German in 1920 Inspecjor General of Artillery
1931, Director Army Aviation Dept. 1935. Co er Japanese Garrison
FORMOSA 1936. Member SUPREME MILITARY COUNCI: d Commander .
Japdnese Expeditionary Forces in Central china in 1938, Principel
Aide-de=Camp to EMPEROR 1939 WAR MINISTER in ABE and YONAI Cabinets
1939=40. Member SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL 1940~4l. CinC Japanese Forces
in China 1941-4)i. Inspector General of Military Education Nove. 194L;

in April 1945, given one of two General Army Commends in Japan, directly
responsible to EMPERORe.

The above referred to report was summarized as follows:

Field Marshal HATA discussed the mission of the/Japanese Armies in
CHINA during the early stages of the CHINA INCI s and described the
forces involved. He commented on Jazpanése war aims in the CHINA INCIDENT,

. the economic exploitation &f CHINA, various engagements during the war,
and the role of the Japanese Air Forces in CHINA. He d@tlined the policies
he advocated as WAR MINISTER and discussed the imericap entry into the war
in relation to its effect on planning and on operatighs in China. He
reviewed the circumstances of the NAMONHAN INCIDENT/in regard to Russo=
Japanese relations and in regard to Wn e expansion of the
Japanese Air Forces. He outlined the preparations made by the 2nd General
Army under his command, to repel iallied landings in southern Japan. He
also described his experiences in HIROSHIMA when the flirst Atohic Bomb was
dropped and concluded by attributing Japan's defeat to general inferiority.
and undeerestimtion of American POWEre

Copies: PENDING.

-3 File



NIBORAMEUE FOR COLONEL MOFROW, eommm, e
FIBRZLLY ARND MR, SACKRTT

5 Jumsury 1946

A Yoview of File No. 2 indientes that the contembs
‘ny be of interest to Groups B, G, 2 snd ¥,

This information is brought 40 your attention for
sush astion as you may deem spprepriste.

L. H, Farnard
Eajor Inf. ;
e (fTiger m. ‘m-

et O0l., Marrew
Gel. Waolwrth
¥r. Fibelly
: m.-@,m. %, 0,8, 7



17 January 1946

MEMO FOR THE FILES

From: Carlis{® Wi Higgins

Subject: General HATA, Interrogation of

The interview of General Hata on the 14
January was without pi?/)%?ﬁon and was conducted only
because General Matsuiythe subject of interview for

that dey, wag not il éustody.

The interview of General Hata was intended
as only preliminary and a complete interrogation will
be made next week.



denerel Shuprolms MATA
Date end Tines 14 Jumuary 1948, 1545-1700 hours
Plese s Sugsno Priscn, Tokyo, Japan
Present s Genera) Shumveku HATA

mutioa- by s+ Mr. Riggins

Go-= Toll the Genersl that Colonel MorTow end ibr, Higzins eof
ths International Frosseution Ssction sre here and would
like te talk to him if he is willing to answer questicns
end if it is all right »ith him.

A = Bs seld yes.

Q.-Emoldhﬂqomunl?

2. = Ho will Yo 67.in July.

* Ge = What nmilitery school, lfhmas'hMtatm. did the
Generel attend?

A.-&hnm&hofthorﬂlm&hool. whigh is equivalent
: to west Foint, end them of the Army Artillery and Engineerin:
Sehooly slso the Axmy College (Staff College).

s = That wvas his brsheh of the sorvieet

A. - Be 414 not spbelslize in enything. His brench is artillery
" but he d1dn't spesielise.

Q.»Mmhﬂatm:n-orﬂmhﬂnmm
- Jepanese Army?

A« = In 2901 he becaue .muumt.

Qs = What militery ecmmends has the General held?

Ae - Bb booane Commender of the 16%h Field Artillery Regiment --
he dpoesn't remember the emmset date. The yeser before the
m..uuuum hlﬂh“bﬁ
mnmvmm

G -mtmua the Genersl perfomrm outside the Islends?

As = Ho was Commander of the TAdwan (Yommosen) Axmy from 1936 %

1957, mmmro:tuwtmmu
'uam:lcunhls’.



RATA-R : 14 Jen. 46
Ge = Did ho sapume cosmend om the 17th of Jebruary 19389

Ao = Tou hmMWrotmwth
! Aﬁ:uhm

Qe  Did4 the Genersl suceced Genersl Iwsme MAPSUT? |

g e
saeosoded Generm) NISHIO.

Qe = Where were Generel NISHIO's hesdquarters?

A.-nhuaa

q..mmwenlnw:ﬂnbdwum

A, = First in Shanghal; then moved to Nanking,

Qe = When did the Goneral first go to China as @ Commender?

Ae = In 1938,

Qe = What eoumand did he have at ithat time vhen he first went to
sontinental China?

" A. = In August of 3937 he cmme back and Degsme Inspecior Generel
i “mm“‘ﬂ;ulﬁhm‘hmm M
MMmihnthgnhmum

Q.-nﬁhmuamndwuhmfmmutcchm?

A.-la.bmbuklm-abm Mmtmentinly
different pperations snd he had come back to Tolyo to be
Inspegtor (emeral, I% wee a very esmall affair in China at
this time,

Q.q-mwtmopamulmha'huwmmm first went to
Ghina? .

A. - Five dimiouundn'hiamnduhbnhe firat went to China.

Qe = Was that cbout 80,000 men?

A. = B0 docan't remembsr but he thimks itmantuambo-
mthmmothuoeﬂimdmtothu 1ike
supply services,

Q.-mthumumtbl-iduhoftmunr-my
mﬁmmamwofmwmtmn.uboth?

Ae ~ They were all from PXOPeT. mmoraofﬂnmmim
he ecmmended are 34, Gth, 9th, 13tk Reserve Division, lath
nnmmuuqmmun main ialands,

'm.mmmmummmmm
goumend o2 wore they trensferved frgs the islands when he
essumed commend?

A+ = They hed boen wndew MATSUI and he fook over.



10

BATA-S 34 Jem. M

Q « Does the Gensrsl know why he was assigned to relieve MATSUIY

Ao =~ Tooy ho saild the ohject of General MATSUI's eapeditionary
foross had boen seh with the saptuwre of Mamking snd he
was sent there with the primsipel objest of pasifying the
distyiet that hed been ssptured., His instructions were that
Ranking ~- that it wes not advisadle #o leave the triangle
somprised by Shenghei, Nenking snd Fooshow, and that he was
%0 yacify this éistriet -~ and,if ho found it necessery %o
loave this friengle, it would be advissble to cbtain instiue-
tions fyrom the Imperial Gemeral Headgquarters.

Qs = Did he ever redeive instruetions frem the Inperial General
badqwtmbhmﬁow’

Ao - N0, B loft this fwm

Qe = TWas tmtdmmmtimmgimbymaomlw-
gquartesrs not to lssve?

A« = No, this instructicn wes regeived from the Imperial madquarten
to leave the triangle.

Qe = Wha$ militery mission wes ke assigued to pexform in his orders
o leave the trienzley

As = The capture of Hangshow was his cbjective and mtmtioni.

Go o At the time he received these instruetions what was the tctal
. Mrortmmmmmv

A.-&uidmwmmnuamawmmt down from
the North end this sxmy ocmprised 4 or 5 divisioms,

Lo » Fho wes in command of the ermy?
As = Tt was under his eoomend.
Qe = Before he received coamnd who was sotually ia oc-msnd?

A+ = Fringe BRIOSHI-EUNI. There wes snother ammy under Cenersl bxm
which gsme mmm_mm. mm‘ulmm

his ecmand. S
Q..Pﬂortoﬂnﬁ-mm-wu-hrtﬁmﬁ.m“nn
their heedquariers?

Ao = It wasn't in cae plaon it kept eamwha with the sdvansges
M“.

Q.-lhtmthmumawhafﬁm forces that
cane down from the FNorth? :

Ao = Be mamsoo.oaou»m.ooo. ammgutmum
semory, Ho is not eertain.



HATA- 1 Jan. &

Qe » What Chiness Coomenderein-thief oppossd him im this wove %o
septure Dangehow?

Ao = Be thiuks 1% must have been Chisngekat Ghek himself,

Qo ~ From the tims he first initieted his move howhumttunm
Bengehow was soptured?

Ao « ¥ive months,

Qe = What was the epproximete mmmber of his t¥oops that wore engaged
in that operation, ineluding his forves ia the triangle and the
MMQMMMM.M?. -

A. » In sddition fo these, later on,after this triangle hed beenm
enptied of the foxees, two or thyee divisions axvived to take
mmwummnumu 12 divisions
altogether in thia sector,

Qe = What was the availsdbls strength of eash Divisions

Ao-mmnbmﬁﬁ'emhu.mm'

AQL- - Were t&u'omﬂm‘nd troops or resruits?

Ae = Y8, they vere experienged tivepe. Four Divisions hed beca
recently mobiliged but all the rest were aseacud trcope..

Qe = Of sourse thamtiym’bﬂind txcops haahadniutnry traine
mwmtmnumdotionh'u?

Ao = Yom,

Q, « fhat were the Qeneral®s approﬁn'ke losses in this five months?
operation -- gamuelties?

A = fip hed o % does not lmow and even if he would meke a
gosas it be very umrelieble., The wounded cnd the dead
mmtvmhuvhuttbdoknu-

Go = Woll, I'dnhbmnutmuotm-mrotuudand
mmbamtbhtthlamlﬁm

A.-nuanturotmmmdhdom'tw. This

: wee a long time ago and ke has no ides dut he does remsmber
tigures after he became Comsnder-in.Chief of all the amiss in

Qe = How long 4id he serve o8 Coomender-in-Chief?

Ae » Ton months, 19358 from Fedruary to November.

Qe = What were the battle easualties of the Japanose armiss under
him during mﬁmlﬁ?

Ae = There iz a 1it%le mistaike, mnmﬁmmxegou
, whlmmmmhmmthm;m
“.u e

11
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BATA-5 15 Y. 46

Qe « ¥hat were ihe figwres up uatil ebout Novemdert

Ao « I does not rememder those. He remembers figuves in eonneciion
with 19414 but he has forgotten figuves for the ssrlier period,
For 19414 the dead mmwwbered 50,000 im Chine.

Qo = Aggording t0 A usual ratio thea, ian't 4t likely to ssmme
mtmmnmmumm.m

A..n-ma-mm.oon. P mentioned a ratio of 1=f <«
- the ethers died of 4110888 »- but he dossn’t remember figures.

Q.‘.mtmtbhhﬂihmmmmm9
Ae = Ho thinks 1% wes Ostober 25, 1938.

Qs « Doss the General not have sums definite idea as to his losses
in that operation?

Ao = n-mum.ﬁmuutmuuwammn

Qs « Uan the Oeneral give me his eptimate of what the Chinese losses
were then from $he Sime ho loft the triangle watil Hangehow was

.A.-h.h.huw&l.

%-hmmwuﬂmummmhﬁuomum
Mwmmm

4, = %o doesn?t think there were so memy, &am’t-&wabout

figures of pricopers teksn there. Ho thinks many of them just
turned tail and lefi the field of baittle,

Quastions dyy Golomsl Morrow

: Q.-Alkthnmnium*ommtﬂuhhhtuplmotm

mxm_mmvwmmm

; ‘."..

Qo « Who was the Chlef of the Oenevel Staff themt

4y = Prines EAR-IN,

Qe = Was that & writtenm ordex?

bo = The oTder astuslly ceme mwmm t2e Emporer
Znperial Oenersl Headquarters so

_ ghves his oxdars to the
- sgtually 4% came foem the Ruperey,

Qe » What was the state of dlsgipiine of the mmmy that he took over

from General MATSUI?
A..nmmmmhsmtaummm



BatTa-b A, Jemo 46

Qe « Foll, was 4% not good im him opimton?

Ao « 19 thought 4t wus net good. Mum:mrmmqm
nind $0 improve thet.

Qs = What booame of General MATSUL when hs relieved him from duty?
Where. 418 he go?

Ao » Ho vont bask to the Reserve -~ inmstive serview.

Qe « 2o0't it 8 fact that Gemersl HATSUI wes relieved because ihe
sy displayed bad d4soipline at NHanking vhen they emptured it9

.-mmmummmtmmmunermmm
tinmmm tlnmtmntmlc.

Go = ¥W01l, he was scnb thers %o give htw amunutom ey,
was he not? .

As = N0, that wesn't the mole m. As he pointed cut befure
the operaticns had besun sempleied. :

,Q.-mtmmotthwv

‘Ae = Yone Be 4id his utnost hmtimwiﬁmmmdilo
; .ipliucfmw

‘ m-mmwmumswmu‘sun-mn
somend to fwprove the mviuormuwpn

Lo;‘.t

Qe » Did be look upon this as a wer in China or wes 4t just e -
fvontier inaidenty -

A..ﬂWituMbmoﬂdlem&dmum-
uammmat. Actually it was a war,

Qo = MMwmmofmklnﬁmm.mmn

wol use of artillery, aviction snd infanixy, and be wes edvens- |

"Cminltuw‘mltwkltmththmtmdohm.

Tell him that, .
A.-mylom-tlthﬁewhdncﬂﬂ oxders rum the
_ Duperisl Gensral n!thumt icm of the tri.

abgle was never ccoupation. It was just trocps were

stationed there, This wes on orvers frem Wmm
Besdouexters, 5

G = Yes be ordered to take Hengshow?
As » ToBo .
q,.umwmmwn
Ay « Y08,

Qe = In writing?

e » Tow,

13
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HATAST 1k Jen, k6

Qs « Does he know where that order is¢

As =~ Ho thinks it is in the General Staff, He firet reeeived a
hmmthtbomrmhmtmu

officinl form,

Ge = Do T understand the Gemeval Melexr advazced ov started am
offensive or sggressive operation without orders from the
Genexal Foadquariera?

As = W0, he vould not do that, Besauso he had oxders that leaving
the triangle was only to e dome under oxrders fram the ITmperial
Generel Mesdquarters. ;

q..mah.m:.mmmww. thet the Japanese
troops who tock Nemking took women ond put them in houses of
prostitution, and $ied boys =nd men up with ropes in bunshes
end shot them, end thet foreign chscrvers made great com~
plaint cbout ® and thet 18 vwhy MATSDI was xyelieved? Is
that soxregis

Ao = e has heard of these atzogities himself but he thinks that
Taperiel General Teadquariers, partly sz a result of these
atrogitien, decided %o ghange the coumend snd es a rosuld
msu: wos regalled,

Q.-MMmmhmmw:mtmdnuumt
done under erders of the Imperiel Gemersl Staff of Tafkio?

Ae « He thinks not., His opinfon is thet 1t gould 2ot heve boen by
: emnormmmdumnn-aaqwm

Q.-mnamhathinahupmmeommluuhuoortho troups
. 4s responsible under nmilitary law?

Ay = Y88, eseording to the Jepenese 1dees ho would be responsible.
Qe = Did the Gepersl study internatiomel law in his Staff Collsge?
Ae = Yos. In the ved College.

Ge = Did the Genexal know that Jupan hed treatios in which thoy
mmcwmmmmwmmmunchm
-xmumzm:sm

&e = That 18 this treaty called?

Qe = The Rine-Power Treatys

Ao = Yos,; he knows it.

Q.-wu.dah thimk that they wewe Liresking that treaty or nott

As ~ 5o knowa of the existense of this tresty but he does not lmow

the taxme and there seems to be mo other way out tut to resort
to aymed foree whem othur means fail,



