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Preface

Respecting and protecting human rights is a fundamental principle of socialist
rule of law. China’s prosecution plays important and challenging roles in maintaining
justice and protecting human rights. As a judicial institution, the prosecution brings
indictments on criminal cases on behalf of the state and it is also given the responsi-
bility by the constitution to oversee criminal investigation, court trial and enforcement
of penalty, challenge decisions in civil or administrative cases, and investigate cor-
ruption or dereliction of duties by government officials. Prosecutors have important
and irreplaceable roles in safeguarding the rights of victims, witnesses and detained
suspects and oversee over other judicial and law enforcement agencies’ protection of
citizen’s rights. In 2004, China added “the states respects and protects human
rights” into its constitution as a solid foundation for enhanced human rights protection
and the prosecution must step up to raise its awareness of human rights protection to a
new level. The National Prosecutors College (NPC) and the Raoul Wallenberg Insti-
tute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI) seized the opportunity to imple-
ment a joint project on the theme of prosecutors and human rights protection with the
financial support from the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). Dur-
ing the implementation of the project, NPC utilized its strengths in prosecutor educa-
tion and its well — developed delivery channels and RWI contributed its resources and
expertise in human rights training and research. Lectures, seminars, study visits and
surveys were conducted. Members of NPC’s project team underwent systematic train-
ing in international human rights laws and acquired diverse and effective skills in
teaching human rights too. They combined their fields of specialization with their new
learning and developed a series of human rights courses highlighting themes closely
relevant to the prosecution practice with corresponding teaching materials. These new
courses were tried out in real life training sessions and well received by prosecutors.
At the project conclusion seminar in October of 2007, Chinese and foreign experts e-
valuated these courses and gave very positive remarks on their content and structure.
They also suggested waving them into an integrated whole to form a curriculum for
training China’s prosecutors that would be systematic, rich, innovative and practically
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relevant. Since China at the time did not have a human rights textbook specifically for
prosecutors, based on experts’ evaluation and trainees’ feedbacks, NPC and RWI
decided to refine and reorganize the resources developed as formal publication. After
nearly two years of preparation, rewriting and editing, this textbook titled Prosecutors
and Human Rights Protection finally goes to print.

As China’s first human rights textbook for prosecutors, this book has many
places it can improve on, either in content or structural aspects. Constructive criti-
cisms are appreciated to help us enhance its quality as our humble contribution to
prosecutor education in China.

The book has Professor Shan Min Vice President of NPC as its chief editor har-
monizing the styles and deciding on its final finished version. Professor Miao Shu-
quan, Associate Professor Ma Lidong and Dr. Zhang Hongmei reviewed and proof-
read the different segments of the draft . The division of labor is as follows:

Chen Lili: Chapter One;

Miao Shuquan: Chapter Two and Chapter Fifteen;

Shan Min: Chapter Three;

Guo Lixin; Chapter Four;

Guo Bing: Chapter Five;

Zhang Hongmei: Chapter Six;

Zhou Hongbo: Chapter Seven;

Wen Hui: Chapter Eight;

Ding Yinghua: Chapter Nine;

Shao Shixing: Chépter Ten;

Zhu Lixin: Chapter Eleven;

ShangGuan Chunguang: Chapter Twelve;

Chang Yan: Chapter Thirteen;

Ma Lidong: Chapter Fourteen and Chapter Sixteen.

As the book goes to print, we would like to thank SIDA for its financial support
and RWI and the staff of its Beijing Office for their ongoing support.

NPC Prosecutors and Human Rights

Protection Textbook Project Team
December 18, 2009
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