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Unity, Support, Coherence, Sentence Skills

College Writing Skills with Readings 9/e emphasizes writing skills and process. By referring to a
set of four skills for effective writing, College Writing Skills with Readings 9/e encourages new
writers to see writing as a skill that can be learned and a process that must be explored. The four
skills, or bases, for effective writing are as follows:

* Unity: Discover a clearly stated point, or topic sentence, and make sure that all other
information in the paragraph or essay supports that point.

* Support: Support the points with specific evidence, and plenty of it.

* Coherence: Organize and connect supporting evidence so that paragraphs and essays
transit smoothly from one bit of supporting information to the next.

Mastering the Four Bases:

* Sentence skills: Revise and edit so that sentences are error-free for clearer and more
effective communication.

The four bases are essential to effective writing, whether it be a narrative paragraph, a cover letter
for a job application, or an essay assignment.

SUPPORT

Suppori the points with specific evidence,
and plenty of it.

COHERENCE SENTENCE SKILLS

Organize and connect supporting Revise and edit so that sentences are
evidence so that paragraphs and essays error-free for clearer and more effective
transit smoothly from one bit of communication.

supporting information to the next.

Personal, Academic, and Workplace Writing

College Writing Skills with Readings 9/e is flexible. Students are exposed to examples of writing
that reflect the three key realms of their lives—personal, academic, and workplace. They will find
models, activities, and examples for any writing situation. This variety provides great flexibility in
the kinds of assignments you prefer to give. Icons identifying personal, academic, and workplace
writing are integrated throughout the chapters.

XXiii



CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER CHANGES

XXiv

In addition to incorporating the personal learning plan, maintaining the four bases

framework, and continuing to build in many familiar personal writing examples,

College Writing Skills with Readings 9/e includes the following chapter-by-chapter

changes:

Part 1: Essay Writing

New sample paragraphs that reflect academic and workplace writing
Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person

Revised presentation of the term “essay,” including fuller explanation of “thesis” and
coverage of essays with more than three supporting paragraphs

Greater emphasis on the role of mixed modes in essay writing
Revised full-length essay with focus on adding details
Revised treatment of the use of questions in essay structuring

Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics

Part 2: Patterns of Essay Development

New sample paragraphs and Writing Assignments that reflect academic and workplace
writing

Updated personal writing examples

New explanation about limited use of second-person in writing

Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person

Greater coverage of essays with more than three supporting paragraphs

Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics

Revised introductory text for each pattern with explanation of how multiple modes
function together in one essay



Chapter-by-Chapter Changes

Part 3: Special Skills

» Updated formatting for sample student paper to better represent academic expectations

* Revised exposition to reflect updated MLA standards

Part 4: Handbook of Sentence Skills

« Grammar activities and exercises rewritten to incorporate academic and workplace-

related themes
* Review Tests reworked to incorporate academic and workplace-related themes

« Revised material frequently focused on one issue so that it reads as a unified passage

rather than a set of disconnected statements

» Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics

Part 5: Readings for Writers
* Readings updated to include three new selections by diverse and well-respected
authors:
“What Your Closet Reveals about You” by Amy Tan
from Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Chief Seattle’s Speech of 1854” by Chief Seattle
* Each new reading accompanied by new full set of questions and assignments

* All assignments reflect either personal, academic, or workplace-related themes
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