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INTRODUCTION

This is the twenty-fourth issue of the Yearbook of Na-
tional Accounts Statistics.!/ Like the first 23 issues, it has
been prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations
with the generous co-operation of national statistical ser-
vices. It is issued in accordance with the request of the
Statistical Commission 2/ that the latest available data on na-
tional accounts for as many countries and areas as possible
be published regularly.

The present Yearbook is issued in two volumes.
Volume I (Parts I and II) “Individual country data™, shows
in “IlIl Country tables™, detailed national accounts estimates
for 155 countries and areas.

Volume II, “International tables™, contains the follow-
ing: table 1 (A, B, C) shows for 157 countries and areas esti-
mates of total and per capita gross domestic product, national
income, and national disposable income expressed in
United States dollars for the years 1960, 1970, 1975, 1977,
1978 and 1979. Table 2 (A, B) and table 3 show the percent-
age distribution of gross domestic product and net material
product by type of final expenditure and use and the per-
centage distribution of gross domestic product and net mate-
rial product by kind of economic activity, rspectively, for
some or all of the years 1960-1979. Table 4 shows the per-
centage distribution of gross domestic product by cost-
structure for some or all of the years 1960-1979. Table 5
shows the percentage distribution of the cost structure of na-
tional income and national disposable income for some or
all of the years 1960-1979. Table 6 (A, B) shows in semi-
matrix forms average annual rates of growth of real gross
domestic product and net material product by type of ex-
penditure and use and by kind of economic activity between
any two years within the period 1960 to 1979, where availa-
ble. Tables 7 and 8 (A, B) show world and regional index
numbers of real gross domestic product by type of expendi-
ture and by kind of economic activity, respectively, for the
period 1960-1979 (base year: 1975 = 100). Table 9 shows
index numbers of total and per capita real product for the
period 1960-1979 (base year: 1975 =100). Table 10 (A, B,
C) shows implicit price deflator index numbers of gross
domestic product by expenditure and by kind of economic
activity, and of gross fixed capital formation by kind of
economic activity of owner, respectively, for the period
1960-1979 (base year: 1975 = 100). Tables 11 and 12 show
the finance of gross capital formation and saving as percent-
age of disposable income and by percentage distribution by
institutional sector, respectively, for some or all of the
years 1960-1979. Table 13 shows principal aggregates and
their interrelationships for 158 countries and areas; these
are time series, for some or all of the years 1960-1979.

SCOPE OF PUBLICATION

The form and concepts of the statistical tables in the
present volume generally agree, for the countries with
market economies, with the recommmendations in A
System of National Accounts, Studies in Methods, Series F,
No. 2 Rev. 3 /. For the countries with centrally planned

economies, the form and concepts generally agree with the
recommendations in Basic Principles of the System of Balances
of the National Economy, Studies in Methods, Series F, No.
17 4. A summary of the conceptual framework of both sys-
tems, their classifications and definitions of transaction
items, is provided in chapters I and II.

COLLECTION AND PRESENTATION OF DATA

To collect this sizable body of national accounts mate-
rial, the Statistical Office of the United Nations each year
sends to countries or areas with market economies a nation-
al accounts questionnaire; those with centrally planned
economies receive a material balances questionnaire. The
recipients of the questionnaires are also requested to indi-
cate where the scope and coverage of the country estimates
differ for conceptual or statistical reasons from the defini-
tions and classifications recommended in SNA or in the
System of Material Product Balances. Data obtained from
these replies are supplemented by information obtained
from correspondence with the national statistical services
and from national source publications.

In the tables of volume II, except tables 2B, 6B, 10A,
10B, 10C and 13, regions and countries within the regions
are listed in alphabetical order. In tables 2B, 6B, 10A, 10B,
10C and 13, countries or areas are listed in alphabetical
order without regional classification.

Unless otherwise stated, the data in the Yearbook tables
relate to the calendar year against which they are shown.

The data which relate to the Federal Republic of
Germany and the German Democratic Republic include the
relevant data relating to Berlin for which separate data have
not been supplied. This is without prejudice to any question
of status which may be involved.

COMPARABILITY OF THE NATIONAL ESTIMATES

Every effort has been made to present the estimates of
the various countries or areas in a form designed to facilitate
international comparability. To this end, important dif-
ferences in concept, scope, coverage and classification have
been described in the notes which accompany the tables.
Such differences should be taken into account if misleading
comparisons among countries or areas are to be avoided.

REVISIONS
The figures shown are the most recent estimates and
revisions available at the time of compilation. In general,
figures for the latest year are to be regarded as provisional.

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

The following symbols have been employed:



Magnitude nil or less than half of the unit
EMPIOYEd...ccooiiiiiiieiiieccreeeeee e -
Decimal figures are always preceded by a period .. (.)

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add
to totals shown because of rounding.

GENERAL DISCLAIMER

The designations employed and the presentation of
material in this publication do not imply the expression of
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the
United Nations concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the

delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Where the designation “country or area™ appears in
the headings of tables, it covers countries, territories, cities
or areas. In prior issues of this publication, where the desig-
nation “country” appears in the headings of tables, it
should be interpreted to cover countries, territories, cities
or areas.

In some tables, the designation “developed™ and “de-
veloping™ economies is intended for statistical convenience
and does not, necessarily, express a judgement about the
stage reached by a particular country or area in the develop-
ment process.

1/ United Nations publications. Previous editions of the Yearbook were issucd under the following sales num-
bers: 1957, 58. XVIL3: /1958, 59.XVIL.3; 1959, 60.XVIL3: 1960, 61.XVI1.4; 1961, 62.XVII.2; 1962, 63.XVII.2; 1963,
64.XVIL4; 1964, 65.XVI1.2; 1965, 66.XVIL.2; 1966, 67.XVII.14; 1967, 69.XVIL.6; 1968, vol. 1. 79.XVIL.2. vol. II.
70.XVIL3; 1969, vol. 1. T1.XVIL2, vol. I1. 7T1.XVIL.3; /970, 72.XVIL.3, vol. I, 72.XVIL3, vol. 1I; 197/, (3 volumes).
E.73.XVIL3; 1972, (3 volumes), E.74.XVIL3: /973, (3 volumes), E.75.XVI1.2; /974, (3 volumes) E.75.XVIIL.S:
1975, (3 volumes), E.76.XVIIL.2; 1976, (2 volumes), E.77.XVIL.2; 1977, (2 volumes), E.78.XVIL.2; 1978. (2

volumes), E.79.XVIL8; 1979, (2 volumes), E.80.XVII.1 .

2/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, First Year, Second Session, annex IlI, chap. IV.
3/ United Nations publication. Sales No. E.69.XVIL3. The first edition of the report published in 1953 was
prepared by an expert committee appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4/ United Nations publication. Sales No. E.71.XVII.10.
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