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. Passage A

William H. Gates

I) Brief Introduction of the Style and Background of the Passage

This passage is a biographic writing which gives an account of a person’s life, involving his or her
family background, education, career, big events in life, hobbies and interests etc.

The head of one of the world’s biggest computer software corporations, Bill Gates, dropped out
from world-famous Harvard University in his Junior year for his interest in writing computer programs.
Later his outstanding program Microsoft has won the world popularity. His belief “A computer on
every desk and in every home, running Microsoft software” has made him, at 38, the second richest
individual in the U.S.

Il) Language Points

1. Notes to the Passage
(Para. 1) William (Bill) H. Gates is chairman and software architect of Microsoft Corporation, the
leading provider, worldwide, of software for the personal computer.
Translation: B (HL/R) « 5 SR RBKA RIMES R IHRIFRIN, BN TR LR
08 Bl P AN N R 2 1 B T
Analysis: This sentence contains two “of ” phrases, the second of which modifies “the leading
provider”, but they are separated by the adverb worldwide.
Example: He is the general manager of the ABC Co. Ltd., the leading supplier, domestically. and
internationally, of sports shoes.

(Para. 2) In 1973, Gates entered Harvard University as a freshman, where he lived down the hall
from Steve Ballmer, now Microsoft’s president.

Translation: 1973 4¢, /%R H ARH ALY, MAKIIERSBEL - fofg /R BR [l 4 —
maE,

Analysis: Where introduces a non-restrictive relative clause, modifying “Harvard University”.
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Example: We are going to spend the winter vacation in London, where we have many friends.

(Para. 2) While at Harvard, Gates developed the programming language BASIC for the first
microcomputer — the MITS Altair.
Translation: 7E8 B2, %M — & B MITS “Fi/RE” ¥t T BASICHRREN .
Analysis: While at Harvard is an elliptical adverbial clause, where the subject (usually pronouns and
shared with the main clause) and the verb “be” can be omitted. This structure can also be found in
other kinds of adverbial clauses.
Examples:
1) Adverbial Clause of Place:

Where (it is) necessary, improvements will be made.

WEILTE B, MAEWR)LEE .
2) Adverbial Clause of Manner:

He acted as if (he was) certain of success.

A2 1R AR — 8 2RI .
3) Adverbial Clause of Condition:

If (it is) possible, please let me know by this week.

R ATRERY IS, EEX A DA IR R
4) Adverbial Clause of Concession:

Though (he was) exhausted, he stayed up very late last night.

RS MR 198, ELEBGE R R e A W S

(Para. 2) Guided by a belief that the personal computer would be a valuable tool on every office
desktop and in every home, they began developing software for personal computers.

Translation: {30 % XREAIE 2. AN AR R A S S A 5 B — A RERAIHE
T H, MEFFHET A ARREKEHIFR.

Analysis: Guided by ..., a past participle phrase, acts as an adverbial of reason, which includes an
appositive clause ([&]£i 78 M A7) introduced by that, modifying and giving the reference of “belief”.
Example: Informed of the fact that they could never get the pay, they stopped working.

(Para. 3) Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft’s mission is to continually advance and improve software
technology and to make if easier, more cost-effective and more enjoyable for people to use computers.
Translation: 7E25 KMSIS T , BEKHE & R AW RBEFIRERIFEAR, EANREES . B
S¥r. WA REHE R R,

Analysis: I1 is used here as a formal object, and the real one is the infinitive clause with its logical
subject introduced by for — for people to use computers.

Example: I find it difficult for me to understand and operate this machine.
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(Para. 3) The company is committed to a long-term view, reflected in its investment of more than $3
billion on research and development in the current fiscal year.

Translation: fit 2t RIE IR TRZMW A, [REAARWBEEREAB, CREHE 30 1L THTH
FERNTF BT

Analysis: Reflected in ... is a past participle phrase, post-modifying “a long-term view”.
Example: The university is committed to a long-term view, reflected in the establishment of the hi-

tech research and development center.

(Para. 4) They have endowed a foundation in the area of global health and learning, with the hope
that as we move into the 21st century, advances in these critical areas will be available for all people.
Translation: 35 % R AFE RER@RBE SR THE, FERMEG 21 LM, 155X
LR B GUS I RBH B B A TR AR %5

Analysis: ... that introduces the appositive clause “advances in these critical areas will be available
for all people”, modifying “hope” and explaining the content of “the hope”. The appositive clause
itself contains an adverbial clause of time — “as we move into the 21st century”.

Example: The news that we are invited to the conference is very encouraging.

. Word Study
leading a. most important; chief; main & F EH); LS
e.g. It is one of Korea’s leading business groups with annual sales of more than $9 billion.
We are in the leading position in this field.
Syn: principal a. most important; of highest rank %), HEER
e.g. The Yellow River is one of the principal rivers of Asia.
drop out to stop attending or taking part jFE, B, HEE
e.g. The class began with 50 students, but ten have dropped out.
He dropped out of the project team because it put to much pressure on him.
Syn: withdraw v. to (cause to) not join in f#iB #; #:B
e.g. We all withdrew from the race.
Syn: quit v. to stop (doing someéthing) and leave B JF; BH; HKFHF
e.g. I will soon quit my job.
devote (to) v. to set apart for; give wholly or completely to #4--- & AF, H#LENDTF, Fiwk
e.g. They devoted so much of their attention to this issue.
The weekends were devoted to rehearsals.
Syn: dedicate (to) v. to set apart or give to a particular cause, purpose, or action Z#k; #k (&)
e.g. The doctor dedicated his life to finding a cure.
foresight n. the ability to see what is likely to happen in the future, which is shown in the action that
someone takes i, ; ZRiEZIE
e.g. He showed a lack of foresight.
No one had enough foresight to predict the winner.
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involve (in) v. to cause (someone) to become connected or concerned f#i &4 , fEFAA 5 i 2 %
e.g. Don’t involve me in solving your problems.
Poverty involved my family in misfortune.
JERE . “involve in” Fl “involve with fJIX 3, “involve in” J5 i % B4 . FH-E3h 4 1A
(EiE), Ll EFFl; “involve with” [l BN, BEA . f--HEDKR, M- R
—ik, Bilmn.
I was involved in a research project.
While he was in America he became involved with the local criminals.
It’s no good involving yourself with those people.
strategic a. (a plan or action) intended to help one to achieve something or gain an advantage iR
i, SREEHY
e.g. We have taken up a strategic position.
The strategic development of the western region is a new subject under new historical condi-
tions.
in contact with sb./sth. have relationship or connection with sb./sth. 5Bk %, 5---$&f
e.g. Have you been in contact with your teachers recently?
We are still in close contact with each other.
Ant: out of contact with sb./sth have no relationship or connection with sb./sth. 5--- Bk &
e.g. Since the party, we have been out of contact with her for many years.
Syn: in touch with regularly or not regularly exchanging news and information with 5B A&
e.g. Please write, it would be nice to keep in touch with you.
under one’s leadership/under the leadership of 7£--- )&% T
e.g. Under the leadership of the Party, the country has recorded great achievements.
Under his leadership, the independent group goes to the opposite way from the majority.
mission n. an important task or duty one is given to do fifiy; f£5%
e.g. Without a moment’s hesitation she accepted the mission.
He was sent on a special mission to London.
Syn: commission n. the special powers or certain duties to a person or group of people RIE;
=t '
e.g. The commission for the new museum was given to a well-known architect.
enjoyable a. (of things and experiences) pleasant it /R )
e.g. More and more people feel enjoyable in using computers.
My friends and I had an enjoyable afternoon in a tea house.
Syn: agreeable a. to one’s liking; pleasant 4 A\ Hi i)
e.g. It’s such an agreeable weather that we should go out to enjoy it.
commit v. to promise to a certain cause, position, opinion, or course of action A Y %, EH
PRAE
e.g. The government can’t commit any more money to improving the education.

I have committed myself to helping him.



N Unit One B

Syn: pledge v. to make a solemn promise or agreement &%, {filf
e.g. She pledged never to come back until she had found her dog.
avid a. eager; keen 3 2/, B, SEW
e.g. She is avid for/of fame.
The younger generation is avid of new experiences. ‘
Syn: keen a. eager or anxious to do something
e.g. My mother want’s me to go abroad, but I’m not keen on that.
endow v. to give (as to a school) a large amount of money 38 (}t4), %)
e.g. He spent all his large fortune on endowing a hospital.
The rich businessman endowed the primary school with half his fortune.
global a. of or concerning the whole earth £ 1Ry, 5y
e.g. You have to equip yourself with a global consciousness.
Owing to the greenhouse effect, there is a global increase in temperature.
Syn: universal a. for all people or every purpose 35 () ; i Ji i
e.g. It’s a subject of universal interest.
donate v. to give something to charity or other organization 1§, 8 1%
e.g. They used to donate generously to the Hope Project every year.
They donated land to the city for a park.

. Additional Practice on Patterns

In the following sentences, there are some useful sentence patterns shown in the bold-faced words.
The teacher could use the examples given here as cues to practice the sentence patterns in class.
1) Born on October 28, 1955, Gates and his two sisters grew up in Seattle.
Example: Born in Britain, he grew up in France and cannot speak English now.
2) Gates entered Harvard University as a freshman.
Example: She entered the discussion group as chairperson.
3) In his junior year, Gates dropped out of Harvard to devote his energies to Microsoft.
Example: I want to drop out of the team to devote my time to what I'm more interested in.
4) He began his career in personal computer software.
Example: My brother began his career as a lawyer.
5) Gates is actively involved in key management and strategic decisions at Microsoft, and plays an
important role in the technical development of new products.
Example: They are all involved in the trouble and the fight for power plays a major role in it.
6) Gates is an avid reader and enjoys playing golf and bridge.

Example: He is a productive writer and enjoys travelling.
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Ill) Guide to Exercises

Check your understanding
Ex. 1 This exercise is designed to check students’ comprehension of the passage. It could be done by
the students themselves after class, or as a quiz in class.

Ex. 2 This exercise is designed to give the students a clearer picture of Gates’ life. It may be done as

a warm-up exercise before the passage is carefully read.

Summary of useful patterns
Besides the patterns listed in the students’ book, the following questions are often used to talk
about famous people.
1) What does he enjoy most in his life?
2) What’s his greatest ambition?
3) What’s his greatest achievement?
4) What’s his role in the company/country?
5) What are his hobbies?
6) Why is he famous?
7) What'’s his key to success?

Word builder

Ex. 3 This exercise is designed to help students to enlarge their vocabulary by keeping aware of the
word roots.

Vocabulary and structure study
Ex.4 This exercise is designed to help students learn to use and remember some useful expressions.

Ex.5 This is a productive exercise, designed to help students to learn to use the newly-learnt words
and expressions in different situations. Here are some more examples supplied for practice.
1) REEHRIRELMEN, REREENR XL E . (strategic)

2) FBE RS H B, (commit oneself to)

3) HBFEEUWFR R LRI . (devote to)

4) HEFRLSMMST, 2 FRE MBS & . (under the leadership of)

5) EFRBLYCKIEE R, (revenue)

6) e FHE SRR E K 3E4 )] . (competitiveness)

Key:

1) A strategic decision has been made and the most important thing to do now is to
implement it.

2) Ihave committed myself to helping her.
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3) The special session will devote itself entirely to staff recruitment.
4) Under the leadership of the board, the company is expanding quickly to other fields.
5) The State’s revenues have increased by a wide margin.

6) Itis expected to enhance China’s competitiveness in the global high-tech sector.
Il. Passage B

Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow

I) Brief Introduction of the Style and Background of the Passage

The passage is a narration. However, it’s a piece of factual rather than fictional writing. Factual
writing generally covers three sections:

1) The beginning provides the context, the time (when), the place (where), and the hero/heroine
(who) of the story.

2) The main body is about the story (what happens, what it is like, and why it happens)

3) The last section is the ending. It could be a new idea, a piece of profound thought.
The passage is a real life story about the establishment of friendship between a young boy and an
old lady who are both bird lovers.

Il) Language Points

1. Notes to the Passage
(Para. 1) I proceeded quietly, careful not to alarm a jay or magpie that might loudly warn other
creatures to hide.
Translation: W HAT, B2 8 AL L bHMRER M85 fnE s,
Analysis: Careful not to... is an adjective phrase used as an adverbial of purpose.
Example: We whispered, careful not to awaken the sleeping baby.

(Para. 2) She caught her breath, instinctively touching her throat with her hand.

Translation: 45t (EFP0L, 7Bk b A FRE T REWEDE,

Analysis: A present participle phrase used after the main verb of the sentence can function adverbially
but denote simultaneous events.

Example: His father was standing beside his bed, pulling the blanket to cover him lovingly.

(Para. 2) Then, recovering quickly, she gave a welcoming smile that instantly put me at ease.
Translation: 2 i iR ek e ST it e, AR FnEH—2, ERWM R E TR,
Analysis: A present participle phrase like recovering quickly can be used adverbially to denote an
action immediately followed by another.

@
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Example: Looking about him, he discovered that the persistent rattle came from a hanging oil lamp

that was swinging back and forth.

(Para. 11) She introduced herself, extending a fine, transparent hand.

Translation: ity tH ¥ BT F BRI HE.
Analysis: A present participle phrase following the main clause can be used adverbially to denote
simultaneous events.

Example: She stood there angrily, frowning and shrugging her shoulders.

(Para. 13) We set off, the old woman striding along at a surprisingly brisk clip.
Translation: AT R T, ZEANGE HARRIERRE i AE S,

" Analysis: As indicated in the above example, the present participle phrase helps form an absolute

structure, with the woman and striding as the logical S and V.
Example: I took my ticket, and marched proudly up the platform, the people falling back respectfully
on either side.

. Word Study

roam v. to wander with no very clear purpose [, &#
e.g. The lovers roamed across the fields in complete forgetfulness of the time.
Crowds of youths roamed the streets looking for trouble.
Syn: wander v. to move about without a fixed course, aim or purpose
e.g. Look at that little boy wandering about — perhaps he’s lost his mother.
startle v. to give an unexpected slight shock to I} (3EA) —Bk; i R e — Pt
e.g. You startled me! I didn’t hear you come in.
We were startled to hear they were getting divorced.
Syn: amaze v. to fill with a feeling of great surprise or disbelief
e.g. It amazed us to hear that you were leaving.
frail a. weak in body or health FE 55, FFH
e.g. She is now eighty, and becoming too frail to live alone.
What a frail excuse!
Syn: weak a. not strong, esp. not strong enough to work or last properly
e.g. Istill feel a bit weak after my illness.
instinctively ad. with a natural ability to act in a certain way (4 T) Afk; (HTF) HiE
e.g. Instinctively, I knew she was ill.
He ducked instinctively as the bullet whistled past his head.
ease n. the state of being comfortable and without worries or problems 5E, &N
e.g. Gloria is a rich woman now, and lives a life of ease.
He didn’t feel completely at ease in the strange surroundings.
Syn: comfort n. a feeling of relief of worries or unhappiness



