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Foreword

When it comes to learning a foreign language, relying on a set of
textbooks or spending time in the classroom is not nearly enough. Memory is
eroded by time; you keep forgetting what you have learned. Haven’t we all
been frustrated by our inability to remember new vocabulary? You learn a
word and quickly forget it, so next time when you come across it you have to
look it up in a dictionary. Only then do you realize that you used to know it,
and you start to blame yourself, “why am I so forgetful?” when in fact, it’s
not your shaky memory that’ s at fault, but the fact that unless you review
constantly, what you’ ve learned quickly becomes dormant. The Chinese
Breeze graded series is designed specially to help you remember what you’ ve
learned.

Everyone learning a second language has his or her way of jogging his
or her memory. For example, some people make index cards or vocabulary
notebooks so as to thumb through them frequently. Some simply try to go
through dictionaries and try to memorize all the vocabulary items from A to
Z. This spirit is laudable, but it is a painful process, and the results are far
from sure. Chinese Breeze is a series of graded readers purposely written by
professional authors. Each reader not only incorporates all the vocabulary and
grammar specific to the grade but also contains contains an interesting and
absorbing plot. They enable you to refresh and reinforce your knowledge and
at the same time have a pleasurable time with the story. If you make Chinese
Breeze a constant companion in your studies of Chinese, you won’ t have to
worry about forgetting your vocabulary and grammar. You will also develop
your feel for the language and root it firmly in your mind.

Thanks are due to Nyan-ping Bi, Xianmin Liu, and Ping Wei for
arranging more than sixty students to field-test several of the readers in the
Chinese Breeze series. Professor Tao-chung Yao at the University of Hawaii.
Ms. Yu Li and Ph.D. students Ann Kelleher and Nicole Richardson of UC
Davis provided very good editorial suggestions. We thank our colleagues,
students, and friends for their support and assistance.
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B Main Characters and Main Places

F H: Wang Shéng

A scholar from a rich family in ancient China

K& yaoguai
/. Evil ghost

B& EG Chén shi
| | Wang Sheng’s wife

KR erlang
The younger brother of Wang Sheng

&+ daoshi
A Taoist priest

| KT fengzi
' Amadman

A J& Taiyuan: a city in Shanxi province, the present capital city of Shanxi
¥ 7 i Qingdi Mido: the name of a temple

XPHASHAATHA TER, it L4
(All the proper nouns in the text are underlined, such as in “E %)



R EAF
It’s great to be on a vacation!

R E LA /N 35
A painting left by the river

..............................................................................

DRI IRE WL Y
Where is the pretty girl going?

..............................................................................

CEABRRBETEA
Wang Sheng is so happy that he forgets about his family

..............................................................................

- BB ARX A T B
The wife suspects the girl is not so simple

..............................................................................

B AR RIS ?
Is anything wrong?

X WP — Sk PR SR AR
This is anything but a pretty face!

..............................................................................

CEENOHEET
Wang Sheng’s heart is taken away

..............................................................................



9. Bk EL A

It’ s that old woman!

................................................................................. 42
10. Z ik R — Ak

The only way to bring him back to life

................................................................................. 47
11 53X — 5t BE 13 FL AT R !

What a nice nap!

................................................................................. 56
12, A0 BL % YEVE ?

To whom should this heart be given?

................................................................................. 58
1B EABRET 1A

Wang Sheng seems to have become another person

................................................................................. 65
H:1i]% 5| Vocabulary index

................................................................................. 67
#:>] Exercises
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B — R AR A AT RY %
F, MiZAJLEETIE, JLESEAH
B 2 RaeBEHG? AR
AIEE. K%E, WEARE, BE.
RARL, H 2R ARHRR £
B AR mER: TR ELVN, BFE

o Z IRV AR R AR IR A, (B R AR5
AREES, X, KRB tREEAMEE?

BREE AR ANRIHER IR, AR
NATHAE R B8 AR B AT 24 " h AT LA
R L4, ATLAEEE AN, A,
EN. NEFEENRE. B
BE AR, EANEBED.
EMERARAERE, WEKRAIHE
g HA. (B2, SRBEEWARIM®,
RAW AR A fErE &, B’ MAE
NI, T EAREEEEA . B

1. B } huapf: painted skin

2. f+ 4 # shénmeyang: what kind of situations
3. 44 By sh&nmede: and so on

4. % 1& yaoguai: evil ghost

5.¢ ta:it
6. 11 xi&: blood

7. ¥& hué: live, come to life
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8. A 4 ydu gian: rich

9. k% shang xué: go to school
10. ¥ 3 jiangldi: future
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( Want to check your understanding of this part?
{ Go to the questions on page 69.

11. ¥+ du sha: study
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12. 3 yéu: swim
13. A% Xin: heart
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14. # ke: a measure word for trees
15. IE & zhéngmian: facade
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¥, MiZE—KIEFERZNE. mA
ELEWARESN—H, FH—Y
fh, whERRERc Lk, BAEEEHK. M
BH—H&AAN, Xo8, 2L #H
EixH? thEBEIL, BETXE.
W ERXREIL, BFWEJLEAIR
MR, A, BT EJLMA—ER
2, mH, XafrrmEl, ZRHER
WRE W bR T b — e EAEX L
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E LRI, AL 4|
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oix o m JLAIRE? AN LR ARV T,
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mEl, RIRE/MRAE, REAH
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16. 3 F qunzi: skirt



