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Learn about dictation

It is well known that the basic form of language is
speech, which existed long before human beings started a
writing system. People learn theit native language once they
were born and they are able to speak much earlier than they

. are able to write. However, it is not the case with many
English learners. Most of the time, they study the language
by following a text-book instead of being immersed in an
English environment, Comparatively, they are more familiar
with English in its printed form than in its spoken form, in
other words, more familiar with the appearancé of English
than the sound of English. As a result, they are often frus-
trated at the transcript of a dictation because they can easily
recognize most of the words there though they may fail to
write down when they hear them.

It tells that there is a lot of difference between written
and spoken English. Most obviously, in writing, there are
spaces between each word, while in speech, it’s very difficult
to decide where one word finishes and the next one begins.
Some words in English have a weak form which doesn’t
e print and does create great difficulty for listeners

1 .



to identify. The puzzlement like these at spoken English some-
times tortures listeners so much that they hope to know more a-
bout spoken Engiish. In this case, dictation can serve as an ac-
cess to bridge the gap between written and spoken English for
listeners. By leading them to some basic features and the variety
of spoken English, this chapter will guide listeners to notice the
important role of dictation practice in listening improvement as

well as in language study as a whole.
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1 Section 1 Study the basic features of spoken i
+ English }
S
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Traditionally, English language teaching has focused on
the description of written English and the teaching of spoken
English has paid more attenﬁon _té pronunciation of words in
isolation. Congequgntly,- English learners are oftgn troubled
in listening because besides the difference between written
and spoken English, the word in the swift stream of speech
does soun_d unlike the word pronounced in isolation. Longer
words may be pronounced differently due to their place in
the utterance and some words disappear completely in collo-
quial speech. For example, “Where are you going?” may
sound like “Where you going?”

It is true that spoken English appears variable and is
very different from one dialect to anothei. However, recent

developments in discourse analysis of naturally occurring
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talk can help listeners become aware of some basic features
~of spoken English, which will definitely facilitate learners’
improvement of listening ability in txheir practice.

Exercise 1 Linking

In natural talk, when speech becomes rapid and informal,

words are not spoken separately but are linked together.

Q 1. Listen to the recorded séntences and write down the
words you hear.
D
2)

Q 2. Listen to the following sentences and mark the links.
1) He was sick yesterday. :
2) Get rid of that.
3) Meet them in the lobby
4) I’ve had it with them.
5) Let’s play it by ear.
6) As I was saying, now’s not a good time.
a 3. Listen to the dialogue and mark the links.
A: Can I help you, sir?
B: Yes, I’m in a rush I’m afraid. Can I have a piece of
apple cake please, with ice cream?
A Certainly, sir. 1’1l ask the waiter to come over as soon as
possible.
G 4. Listen and complete the dialogue and then listen again to
. mark all the possible links.



N , Edward?

B: ] bad
exactly place though.

A: staying?

B. pub edge

A: what dding 4

B. actually. eve-
ning TV 154 snack

town football

afterwards.

Exercise 2 Reduction & contraction

As speech becomes more rapld or mformal, it becomes even

L arses il h
harder to dlstmgulsh 1ndlv1iluﬁ Words. Certam changes
occur in tmstressed words: veﬁwe

{r;;dgced in length and
Hd. 50 e

some sounds can coutract or even dlsappear complete]y

Q 5. The following words will be spoken with reduced pro-

nunciation. Listen and cross out the dropped sound.

1) interesting 2) family = 3) factory
4) ordinary 5) suppose 6) finally
7) vegetables 8) separate - 9) evening
10) especially 11) average 12) Florida

Q. 6. Listen to the negative contractions in the following sen- -

tences.

1) T wouldn’t mind going.

2) He doesn’t approve of that.
4



3) Why don’t they just forget it?

4) 1 couldn’t agree with you more.
5) You son’l notice the difference.
6) Don’t be ridiculous.

7) He couldn’t have said that.

8) The weather couldn’t be better,

. Listen to the five sentences and write them down.

1
2)
3
4)
5)

Exercise 3 Sentence focus

- A
4

Native speakers of Enghsh often use a basu: stress pattem in
speech: content words are usmallya mased!igmdﬁﬁtructure ‘words
are usually unstresseck %deas, they ‘can change the focus to get

listeners’ attention to the pe

s of the message they want to

highlight.

Q 8. Listen to the sentences below and underline the focus

words.

1) The film was fantastic!

2) Are you coming to the party on Saturday?
3) Can you give it to him?

4) I think I left it in the bedroom.

. Listen to the conversation and underline the focus words

with your notice on the changes in focus.
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: What are you doing?
: I came to see Peter.
: Well, Peter’s not here.

A
B
A
B: I can see he’s not here, Where is he?
A: I don’t know where he is.

B: Not very friendly, are you?

A

+ Neither are you!

G 10. Listen to the contrastive focuses and underline them.

1) A: Peter is funny.
B: He isn’t funny. He’s strange.

2) A: So the number is 35487.
B: No, it’s 35187.

3) A: That’s £3. 15 altogether.
B: £3.50 ;
A: No, £3.15

Exercise 4 Thought group

Thought groups are groups of words which go together to
‘express one idea or thought In natural speech of English,
pauses and pltch movement (mtonatnon) are often used to

mark thought groups

Q 11. Listen to the excerpts from a lecture on “Thought group
markers”. Then write down the text and mark the high
and low pitch and the pauses.

1D

2)




Chapter 1

Q 12. Listen to these phrases taken from the same lecture.
'Decide whether the end of each phrase is the end of an
idea or not.

Yes/No
1D
2)
3)

Q 13. Listen to the news item and write it down on the lines

below.

S 050 B 7 . 0 AR 4 € B A E S BB TA )

t Section 2 Observe the spoken language

Armed with some knowledge about spoken English,
listeners are more likely to grow sensitive in listening prac-
tice. In this section, listeners are guided to observe the sam-
bples of authentic spoken texts and they will see how dis-
course is structured and language is used in its spoken form.
As the general features of spoken English are highlighted,
listeners are encouraged to become active observers of spo-

ken language uses in different settings, which may be more



=

e

fspbkén English.

S b ol R

Exercise 5 A short lecture

Q 14. Listen and answer the questions below.

1) What is the main idea of the talk?

2) How many factors related to the topic are mentioned?
What are they?

3) What are the factors within our control?

15. Listen again to answer the following questions.

1) Is there an “introduction”, “main body” and “conclu-
sion”? Is there a logical sequence to help listeners
predict what might come next?

2) Are the focus words clearly pronounced? Note all the
focus words you hear (i. e. the most stressed word in
a phrase/sentence). |

3) Are the thought groups clearly marked? Note if the
speaker uses long or short pauses.

16. Read the transcript and then listen to do the following.

1) Mark the focus words.

2) Mark the content words (i. e, words that contain im-
portant information; nouns, main. verbs, adjective,
ete. )

3) Mark the structure words (i. e. words that do not

- contain important information: articles, pronbuns,
auxiliary verbs, etc.)

4) Notice contractions (i. e, missing letters/sounds, e. g.

We can’t).
8<
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Chapter 1 l.earn about dictation
5) Notice reductions (i. e. reduced sounds, e. g. found four).
6) Notice linking between words. (e. g. the amount of time).

Exercise 6 An interview
You are gomg to hear part: of an interview with some
Bnnsh and Amenmn students.‘v;ho are cuxrently si;udymg at
the Umversxty of Nlce in the sbuth of France. They are glv-
ing their opinions about living andatudymg in France. Be-
fore listening, discuss what are the advantages and dnsad
vantages of studying and hvmg in a foreign country.

“ 17. Listen to the complete recording once. Do the students
reply positively or negatively to the following ques-

tions?

Yes No

1) Will any of the students return to France later?

2) Has their French improved?

3) Is France an easier place to live than the UK?

18. There are several times vs;hen people speak at the same
time or interrupt each other, so consequentlyAthere are
unfinished sentences. Listen again for the égntences be-
low and try to predict how the speaker intended to finish
them:

1) “Compared to the length of time we studied in England
and how much we improved there, it’s amazing ...”

2) “It’s the only way to do it really, to become really

fluent in a language ...”

3) “Do you think France is an easier place to live than

9
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British (I’1l ask the Brits first and then the Ameri-
cans) at the moment? I mean, do think it’s ...”
19. Listen to the recording again and write down the exact
questions the interviewer asks. There are five ques-
tions, Then decide the purpose of the interviewer (if he
is “checking” or “getting” information each time. )
D
2)
3}
4)
5)
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t Section 3 Notice the variety of spoken language
+<+.+—+.._’_._’_.._._.+.+-_._..+J

In observing the two samples, listeners may have no-
ticed the differeht, style of spoken English. The lecture
"whose speaker is highly educated, written-language im-
mersed, may have a great deal in common with the written

"Hlangl'xagé gxéept for a few characteristic spokeri phrases.
Genérall'j 's:peakiilg, highly literate speakers may often pro-
duce ﬁtté_rances with complex syntaétic structures, particu-
lérly when they are reproducing éipressions of opinion.
Scholars on linguistics have pointed out most spoken lan-
guage is riot‘st'r_uctured like this. Instead of simply uttering
written"lanéuag'e s.é'ntences,‘ speakers use spoken-language
forms :spontaneously,‘ often breaking out of the written

mode . The scholars have discovered in their research that



