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Conversations:

1 . Hagop meets his classmate Ravi in the street .

Hagop:

Ravi:

Hagop:
Ravi:
Hagop:
Ravi:
Hagop:
Ravi:
Hagop:
Ravi:

Hagop:
Ravi:
Hagop:
Ravi:
Hagop:
Ravi:

Hagop:

Ravi:

Hagop:

Do you really intend to take a job next semester? How can you hope to work and study

too?

It won’t be a full-time job. I asked Dr. Martin to advise me on part-time work. His

advice was helpful, and I don’t like to decide these things by myself.

What does he want you to do?

He w’e\g wait another semester, until the summer sessions.

Did you agree to do it?

Yes, I did. I don’t expect to have many courses this summer.

They 1l force you to pay an income tax, won’t they?

Yes, both state and federal. I hate to pay out money, though.

What kind of visa do you have? It’s a J visa?

No, it’s an F. Do you have one yourself?

Yes, and With F visas we both have Temporary Entry Permits. But what does that

require us to do?

We need to report our address to Justice Department every January. Failure to report is

pretty serious.

I’1l have to remind myself to do it. What about course work?

With an F visa we’ ve got to put ourselves down for at least twelve points each term.

And so Dr. Martin told you not to look for a job now. That’s understandable.

You had a problem too, didn’t you ? Wasn’ t it something to do with customs

regulations?

Yes. I sent a few gifts to my family last week. I spent only about ten or fifteen dollars

on them. But I wanted to find about the customs duty at home.

Who did he advise you to contact?

Nobody in particular. He did some telephoning and I finally left there with instructions
. 1 .



Ravi:

Hagop:
Ravi:

to write to my embassy.

By the way. I mean to ask him another question. Will they order us to do military
service?

Not with F or J visas. That I know.

That’s a relief. I don’t even know how to march.

I . Some people are talking about the pronunciation of some words, as well as some strange

sayings .
Phan:

Caleb:

Phan:

Caleb:
Phan:
Caleb:
Phan:
Caleb:
Phan:

Manong:

Sushila:

Manong:

Sushila:
Caleb:

Phan:

Manong:

Phan:

Sushila:

Phan:

Sushila:
. 43

I can’t help saying “sorry” [soriy]. They consider it to be good English in Rochester,
and that’s where I studied it.

What I keep hearing is everybody’ s funny pronunciation of words like “ear” [iya],
“care” [kea], and “four”[fos], say them again, Phan.

Ear [iyr], care [ker], four [for], what’s matter with that? Do you want for me to talk
with a Boston accent like yours? It sounds all right to me.

Say that again.

Say what?

What you just finished saying.

Do you wait for me to...?

Is that! supposed to be good English? Shouldn’t it be “do you want for me to...?”
I'1ll have you know that I’ve travelled a lot in the south and I help people use sentences
like that all the time. There is nothing the matter with it.

That’s true. What’s regarded as correct in Texas isn’t necessarily what’s correct in
California or Ohio.

Yesterday I saw a student from North Carolina write “It’s a quarter to eleven” on the
blackboard.

I noticed them using “to” all over the country. But you often hear “quarter of” in the
east, although some people object to saying that.

In Pennsylvania, I even heard people saying “quarter till”.

This is confusing! You’re helping me forget what I used to know. This’ll make me
have to learn English all over again.

One of my tutors insisted on teaching “It’s he, It was I” and so on. I guess you can’t
avoid using those forms in formal writing.

Yes, but do-you remember even using them in a conversation?

No. As a matter of fact, once when he knocked on somebody’s door, he caught himself
answering, “It’s me.” But then he said, “Don’t let me catch you saying that.”

You know, a moment ago when you said “can’t”[kent] for [kaent], I imagined you to
be from Tennessee or Alabama.

But now you are not sure.

Yes, when I heard things like roof [ruf] for [ruwf] and “hung up” [haggep] for [ hasp].



Caleb: That makes him a collector of accents. He probably studied English in three or four
different places. Personally, I believe in learning one representative dialect.

Manong: The funniest thing I heard was out in Colorado. People say “I feel like an apple.” How
does an apple feel?

Sushila: You hear that everywhere. It’s the same as “I feel like eating an apple.”

Caleb: One thing is certainly clear from all this: you will never manage to find only one kind of
English that can be called “Standard American.”

Passage |

No One Stops to Say “Thank You” Anymore

I’ m sitting in a local restaurant offering takeout home-style meals, surrounded by exhausted
but happy shoppers, families/out for Friday night dinner and students taking a break from college
exams. The warm room buzze; with conversation. A well-known local homeless man—very
untidy but clean—comes in, W pays for it, then sits quietly waiting for his dinner.
All talk stops. No one looks at him and several diners leave. He is aware of the general discomfort
his presence has caused. When his takeout is ready, he gathers up hxs( erous bags and his
dinner and, laden down, advancei to the door to go back to the streets. J ust as he reaches the
door and begms to shift btm to fre; a hand, a well-dressed man coming to the restaurant steps
aside and holds the door for him. The homeless man stops and says, “Thank you very much.”

What struck me about this encounter')was ,nqt, the wealthler man helping out_the less

—_— 9
fortunate one. It was the homeless man stopping to thank him desplte bemg\desperate }o escape a
room full of disapproving people. No doubt he also thanked the young people behind the counter
who dished up mashed potatoes for them. Had I taken a poll of the room, though, I bet everyone

there would have considered themselves/as ‘having more manners than a person who lives on the
R

~

streets.

But how many of us are trul)i well mannered? Some observatxons have been surprising.

When I let someone into my’fane of traffic, men almost always LB@ this courtesy ?
with a wave of the hand; women (the “polite” sex) hardly ever do. More women than men (the
“chivalrous” sex) hold open doors for those behind them; teenage boys commit this nicety the
least. And I no longer see mothers instructing a child, boy or girl, to hold open a door when
several people are approaching—something expecMall boys when I was growing up.

Manners are a tool to remind us of others around us. ! Our actlons,ﬁffect each other; there is
always “give and take”. However, if youth today are any mdlcatlon,_ wg, are ;ruly. pestmed to
become a society of people who think only of themselves. Maybe it sounds cflche ‘bht my parents
would have killed me had I done some of the things I enduretfrom I.oday F:yq&;h

I never ran in public, much less between and around the 1egs*6rbeople in stores. Ol:_e_ig_r,eam'w,_-

and I would have been taken to the car and lectured on my behavior. Whenever I was rude in
public, I was made to apologize; my parents didn’t do it for me. These embarrassing moments

« 3 -



didn’ t harm me! Rather, they caused me to become aware that there were others inhabiting this
world besides myself and my actions affected them. :

I have yet to receive an apology from a child who just ran over my foot while chasing a sibling
and only half the time have the parents apologized. Often they simply gather up the children,
making no eye contact, and take them to another part of the store to run around. If a child isn’t

made to deal with a minor situation, how w111 one ever handle a major faux pas (which we all

oy
!.

inevitably commit at some pomt)” .

I have noticed that children are not even being schooled in social graces. At a Sunday
brunch; a clown was making balloon animals for the children. My friend’ s daughter, Sarah,
stood by me waiting her turn. One by one the children grabbed their balloons and—yes—ran. 1
was the only adult present who prompted “what do you say?” When the clown handed Sarah her
balloon. The clown béamed at-us, grateful he had actually been acknowledged.

I don’t blame the chlldren, however. They emulated what they see. And what they are
seeing is a socxety focused solely oon acquxsmon—be it the dream house or another drink in a
restaurant or a space on a crowded freeway—without ever stopping to thank the source.

Rude language is now so commonplace that it is accepted behavior. And I’ m not talking
about the obviously blue vocabulary in books and movies, or that damn is considered harmless
compared to what else has become acceptable. 1’ m referring to inconsiderate word choice. For
example, while discussing a story idea with an editor, a very young staff member asked if I was
the “chick” who had called for information. I said nothing, knowing that a show of displeasure
would have labeled me oversensitive rather than him rude.

Most people today feel proud to have built a society that treats the races, sexes, and
economic classes more equally than ever before. And, yes, we have made real strldes -in, these
areas. But isn't ’t it ironic that these same people don’t find it necessary to say “Excuse me” to an
older couple walking very slowly in front of them, before zooming around the couple?

It’s not necessary to provide yet another analysis of the disintegration of the family or the
breakdown of the social fabric or the price of democracy to explain what has happened to our
society. The matter at-hand-is.simply to thank the next person who provides a helping hand when
needed.

In a crowded world, manners are of ngéi) importance. Small, friendly human interactions
help ease the everyday stress of having to hurry, trying to squeeze into a crowded thoroughfare,
standing in one more line to deal with a clerk of some kind, or calling a customer service
representative for the third time about a mistake on a bill. Manners make us aware that
everything we have derives. from a source. Are we really so pressured that we cannot stop to

observe simple courtesy?
e pa——

Questions:

1.Have you noticed any changes in manners in China?

2.When you were a child, what manners did your parents teach you?
. 4 .



3. The author says that “In a crowded world, manners are of vital importance.” Do you agree?
Why?

4.What’s the main idea of paragraph 10?

5.Why did the author write this article?

Passage I
Whatever Happened to Manners?

Do you remember a time when people were a little nicer, a little softer, a little gentler with
each other? I certainly do? And I feel that much of the world has somehow gotten away from
that. I see such a difference in New York City, for example, from when I first moved here more
than 20 years ago: people rushing into elevators without giving those inside a chance to get off
first, never saying “thank you” when others hold a door open for them, or please when they want
a co-worker to hand them something, never giving a wave or nod of appreciation when another
motorist lets them BLJE out mto traffic.

We get lazy, and in o(m lmess we think that something like a simple “thank you” doesn’t
really matter. But it can matter very much. The fact is that no matter how nicely we dress, how

beautifully we decorate our homes, or how lovely our dinner parties are, we can’t be truly stylish

without good manners.
In fact, I think of good manners as a L sort of hidden beauty secret. Haven’t you noticed that
the kindest, most generous people seem to keep getting prett1er‘7 They become Cary Grant or
Lauren Bacall rlght before our eyes. It’s funny how that happens, but it does. N
The habit of saying “thank you” has long been lost. Wearmg a little lipstick or making sure
your hair is neat, getting into the habit of saying “thank you” can make you feel better about

yourself, and then you look better to everyone around you. A gracioms manner not only sets an

excellent example for your children and grand children but it add prlceless
s e
" Positive Thanking. Of course, saying “thank you” does wonders for the person on the
receiving end too. I recently got a thank-you note from a gi.lestvwho attended a 40th birthda'y
party that Frank and I hosted for Frank’s daughter-in-law. The note was lovely enough, but
even lovelier was the fact that the guest had also included a recipe for a dish I'd complimented her
on at an earlier gathering, it was a sweet gesture that made me feel terrific and put me in a great
mood. What a gift!

Many of us know we should write thank-you notes, but we think we don’t have the time or
energy. Nowi,/ I know we all have busy lives, but I bet the note my guest sent me didn’t take
long to writ If you feel like a feel because you’ ve put off sendmg a card, write a note that says,

“I should have done this two weeks ago, but I didn’t want to let another day go by without
telling you how much I enjoyed your party.” It’s much better than not writing at all.

Magic Words. Just as powerful as a thank-you note is the simple phrase “excuse me”. Don’t
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you just hate it when someone knocks an enormous carry-on bag into your head when he’ s
barreling down the aisle to board an airplane—and then doesn’t bother to say he’s sorry? But
when someone does stop and turn around and genuinely apologizes, doesn’t it n'l_eil_tjvyay most—if
not all—of the irritation you felt?

Some are f:J’rnll;crﬁidiﬁ'g the door open for others when you see their hands are full. I’ll even do
this for a hotel bellman carrying my luggagé. Just because his job is to carry my‘ bags doesn’ t
mean he doesn’t appreciate a little gesture that makes life a wee bit easier. And pung;{uality i§~nro;w=
a thing of the past, either. Being on time for lunch dates, for example, shows the Vp;ersdri’we’rrem
meeting that we value his or her precious time as much )as we do our own.

Bring Manners Home. And for heaven’ s sake, we shouldn’t forget to use good manners
with -o/ur own. families. That’s where it counts the most because those are the people we love the
most. How lovely it would be to put a card on your spouse’s pillow at night to say “thank you”
for some dear thing he or she did for you or even just to say I love you.

Similarly, bringing home the most insignificant little presents for people you cherish will go a
long way. It shows they’re a husband, how long has it been since you walked in the door with a
rose for your wife? Or maybe her favorite candy—even if it’s just a Snickers bar? You’d sure get
my attention if you brought me a snickers! I firmly believe spouses should be gracious about the
routine things they expect each other to do. Show that ygl:fc‘ion ’*t take the other person for
granted. He or she is much more likely to treat you the same way.

. Good manners are infectious. Now, if we could just get everyone to catch them!
Questions:
1.What does the article talk about?
2.Tell us the organization of this passage.
3.What does“Bringing Manners Home” mean?
4.In China, are people today generally well-mannered?

5.Give examples of what you mean by good manners?

Words and Expressions:

1. buzz [baz]with be full of excited talk, gossip or rumours &% 2% & B iR
BE RESEE

2. bundle ['bandl] n. collection of things fastened or wrapped together . ifl \FL,

3. step aside iEHF—R

4. encounter [inkaunts] in . sudden or unexpected meeting 28R B 2% B /DAY AH 8

5. desperate ['desparit ] a. feeling or showing great despair and ready to do anything
regardless of danger Bfr i, A Bl—HI K

6. mashed potatoes EER

7 .lane of traffic *iH

8.acknowledge [ ok'nolidz] v. accept the truth of (sth.); admit(sth.) &I\ (FEFEY)
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9. courtesy ['ko:tasi]

10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15+
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21
22.

23.
24.

25

26

27

28.

29

30.

31

chivalrous [ '[iviras]
nicety ['naisati]
give and take
destined ['destind ]

cliché ['kli:fei]

inhabit [inhaebit ]
sibling ['siblig]

faux pas [fau'pa:]
brunch [brantf]
prompt [ prompt ]
emulate ['emjuleit ]

acquisition [.zekwi'zij'n]

damn [dem]

stride [straid]

zoom [zuim]

. disintegration [ disintigreifn]

fabric ['faebrik ]

.vital ['vait1]

squeeze [skwiiz]

. thoroughfare ['0arofes]

go away

.elevator ['eliveita]
32.

pull out

2

N

=

Q

RS BEIN (FEF )
good manners $L3% ; X
(of men) courteous and considerate towards women (%
BRI L FRS AL EEREE, BB RER
accuracy; precision #ER ;¥E
asd HENEIES F1:3:4; 314
having a future which has been decided or planned beforehand
P E s TE
phrase or idea which is used so often that it has become
stale or meaningless B 1a] 1 1
live in(sth) ; occupy BT ; B
any one of two or more people with the same parents; brother
or sister JL3% 4H Ik
(French) embarrassing mistake; indiscreet remark. etc.
R RAL
late morning meal eaten instead of breakfast and lunch 5
FRBEMFEIE—WE)
help a speaker by suggesting the words that could or should
follow % (K& & )ERMR ; B
try to do as well as or better than sb. #F#EH A ; 53 A
T
action of acquiring %75 ;15 %
expressing disapproval, anger, impatience & 7% /3 - 15
AT I 4§
make good, fast progress 3 #18 K ;{8 Bt
(of aircraft, cars etc) move very quickly, esp. with a
buzzing or humming noise (¥ KHl, KREL%) A EB
(AL SEERERS)
cause sth to become less strong or united ({#F3E47) BLA#% ,
93 FA B AT
structure of sth. (FZEY)) 4K
essential to the existence, success or operation of sth(X}
HEYREZEY, DA
fit by forcing, pressing or crowding Hf A , ¥ it
the main road through place such as a city or town K %7,
KiE
B, EFHF
R A
BT



