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#3384 Frank Hsia-San Shu

Secretary General Lin, Prof. Chou, Prof. Chen, Distinguished Guests, Prof. Mann,
Ladies & Gentlemen:

Good moming and welcome. NTHU, through its Center for Contemporary
China, is honored to host this important international conference of “Taiwan at the
Edge of Empires”. Given the situation in the world today, including the results of the
recent elections in the United States and Taiwan, this is perhaps a most timely
occasion to hold such a conference.

Although I am an astrophysicist by training, I must admit that the subject matter
of this conference greatly intrigued me. I wondered exactly what the organizers and
participants had in mind: a clash of civilizations with Taiwan at the turbulent interface,
or a high-stakes chess game with Taiwan as a pawn, either to be sacrificed or to be
queened? Not being an expert, I would not dare to offer any theories to this expert
audience, but please permit me to venture an indirect opinion. This opinion concerns
one of images: it is often very surprising to find how one’s own self-image differs
considerably of the image others may have of you. As with people, so is it
sometimes with nations.

Evil does exist in the world, but almost never is a whole nation evil, independent
of the quality of its leaders. Yet in the post 9/11 era and the age of globalized world
trade, we live in a time when there seems to be greater misunderstanding on this issue
than ever. In particular, we live in a time when the self-images of two of the most
influential and powerful countries in the world, America and China, differ vastly from
the projected-images that other countries have of them. At the interface of these this
dichotomy is Taiwan, which has, in addition to problems concerning international
relations, deep internal divisions about its own self-image and its identity and future.
Misunderstandings and missteps at the interface that is the Taiwan Strait could prove
to be catastrophic, for Taiwan, for China, for the United States, and for the world.

How can we alleviate the dangers? Is it within the power of academics to have
their suggestions, even if wisely formulated and deliberated, heard in the highest
corridors of power? I do not know. But I do think that communication is a
necessary step. In my experience, the people in all three regions under discussion are,
at heart, of good will and intent. Ultimately, we must rely on the understanding of
these people. In turn, we must try to appreciate their aspirations for a better
tomorrow. These aspirations do not include world conquest or world domination, be
it in the military or the economic sphere. In the end, they understand in the words of
John F. Kennedy that “we all inhabit this small planet, we all breathe the same air, we
all cherish our children’s future, and we are all mortal.” This greater public needs to
understand that the same is true of their counterparts across the Pacific or across the
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Strait. I personally believe that this greater public is the most effective audience for
conferences like this one, and I hope the organizers and participants will encourage
the public dissemination of the exciting and revealing interchanges that I am sure you
will have these two coming days. I wish you the most successful and productive of
meetings.
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Introduction of Prof. Michael Mann
& 24k Bih-Er Chou

Secretary General Lin, President Shu, Distinguished Guests, Colleagues, Friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning!

On behalf of the Center for Contemporary China and the organizing committee
of the conference, I would like to once again welcome all of the participants to this
conference. CfCC (of Tsing Hua University) is a fair new and young research
institution dedicated to the promotion and establishment of interdisciplinary study of
Contemporary China with Taiwan perspective. CfCC is very proud to have this
opportunity to organize this conference under the sponsorship of Council for Cultural
Affairs and Tsing Hua Cultural Foundation.

It is my great honor to introduce to you the speaker of our Keynote Speech of this
conference -- Professor Michael Mann. Professor Mann, currently a distinguished
professor of the department of sociology at the University of California, Los Angles,
is a world-renowned historical sociologist. Professor Mann has a long and well
accomplished academic career which he started in the University of Oxford, England
in 1964 and continued on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean when he move to
UCLA, USA in 1987. Indeed, it is almost to another ocean, the Pacific Ocean.
Besides these two principal positions, Prof. Mann held various visiting professorial
positions across England and the US. He also received many prestigious Awards and
Honors for his academic achievement. Among them, he received an Honorary
Degree in Literature (Hon. D. Litt.) from McGill University in 1998, Honorary
Fellowship of University of Leiden in 1995, Gold Medal of the University of Helsinki
in 1994, Distinguished Scholarly Publication Award of the American Association for
The Sources of Social Power (Vol 1) in 1988.

Prof, Mann has a long list of publications, which if I were to go through will take
up all the time allowed for this session. So I will just mentioned that, of the more
than half of a hundred principal publications, there were nine books with worldly
acclaimed reputation, such as the two volumes of The Sources of Social Power which
were translated into German, Spanish, Japanese and Chinese. His Incoherent Empire
published in 2003 not only is being translated into various different languages,
including both the Chinese and Japanese, the German edition won the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation for the best books on politics in 2003. It is also worth mentioning that Prof.
Mann’ s Consciousness and Action in the Western Working Class (London: MacMillan,
1973) was translated into Dutch but was banned in South Africa during the 1970’s.
Put in our Taiwan context, Prof. Mann was on the black list then. His forty-some
papers appeared either in such prestigious journal as ASR, the British Journal of
Sociology, and the New Left Review or in books by publishers with critical
academic reputation. Many of these articles were translated into international
languages and/or reprinted repeatedly by many academic readers or collections.

Prof. Mann has worked on subjects of wide range of academic interests and
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significant socio-political consequences. His writings continue to address the vexing
issues of Class, particular working class, the State, Power and Democracy in
comparative and historical perspectives. Recently, he also focused on the increasing
threat on peace due to Ethnic Conflict and Inequality in the Processes of Globalization
and the rise of new military Empires. These are key words which we read often in
our academic trade books and mass media. They are also social realities which many
human beings have to face in their everyday lives or suffer its political consequences
with increasing intensity in some parts of world today. Therefore, it is only logical
that Prof. Mann shall be the speaker of this conference on “Taiwan at the Edge of
Empires”. His topic of speech today is Taiwan in the Web of Empires: Wars,
- Capitalism and Empires. So, ladies and gentlemen, without any further delay, let's
welcome Prof. Mann.
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Taiwan in the Web of Empires: Wars, Capitalism and Empires

Michael Mann

Introduction

While recognizing the uniqueness of the Taiwan Straits issue, I will here attempt
to apply to it an analysis derived from comparative and historical sociology. I first
examine the changing relations between war, empire and capitalism in the world and
in East Asia in particular, and then derive some local implications: I started from
one proposition and two puzzles. The proposition is that the world has passed from an
Age of Empires to an Age of Nation-States — which I first argued in Incoherent
Empire (2003). This means that the nature of war has also changed, from being
dominated by inter-imperial wars to being dominated by wars over (not between)
nation-states.

The two puzzles concern different aspects of war. The first puzzle concerns
capitalism. All definitions of capitalism envisage it as entirely peaceful (for example,
“the taking of profit through markets” or “the production of commodities”), yet
capitalism’s actual expansion through the globe has been extremely warlike and
imperialist. I will address this by distinguishing between four types of imperial
domination and between two forms of economic acquisition abroad, through markets
and territories.

The second puzzle is the very different incidence of wars in those continents of
the world which have contained multi-state systems. Inter-state wars were common in
Europe until 1945. They also dominated the rise of the modern state, as both Charles
Tilly and I have demonstrated (see Tilly, 1990; and Mann 1986, 1993). It is generally
assumed that these have been wars between nations or national states or nation-states.
Yet other continents have not followed this European pattern. In Latin America, which
became a multi-state system in the early 19" century, inter-state wars have been much
less frequent and severe, and they were much less important in state formation, as
Centeno (2002) has shown. That has also been true of post-colonial Africa, as Herbst
(2000) has noted. Asia is more complex but not like Europe, as we shall see. Then,
across the world as a whole since 1945, inter-state wars have greatly declined, while
internal civil wars have greatly increased. European history before 1945 — which
generated most models of international relations -— was actually deviant, no place to
ground a general theory of states and war. In fact, a sociological vision will underpin
my analysis. I will argue that states qua states share few common attributes. Different
kinds of state, mobilizing different levels of military force, regulating different



