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PUBLICATION NOTE

The works of our great leader and teacher Chairman Mao Tsetung
are immortal monuments of Marxism-Leninism. In accordance with
the decision of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, Volume V of the Selected Works of Mao Tsetung has now been
published and the subsequent volumes will come out in succession.

The previously published Volumes I to IV of the Selected Works
of Mao Tsetung contain important writings from the period of the
new-democratic revolution. Volume V and succeeding volumes con-
tain important writings from the period of the socialist revolution and
socialist construction.

In the new historical period since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, Comrade Mao Tsetung, consistently upholding the
principle of integrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism
with the concrete practice of the revolution, inherited, defended and
developed Marxism-Leninism as he led our Party and our people in
a series of struggles; these were struggles to carry out the socialist
revolution and socialist construction, to oppose the revisionist lines
of Kao-Jao, Peng Teh-huai, Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao and Wang-Chang-
Chiang-Yao, to fight against imperialism and the reactionaries of all
countries and to combat modern revisionism with the Soviet revi-
sionist renegade clique as its centre. During this period Comrade Mao
Tsetung’s greatest contributions to theory were to sum up system-
atically the historical experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat
in China and abroad, analyse the contradictions, classes and class
struggle in socialist society by means of the fundamental concept of
materialist dialectics, the unity of opposites, and thereby to reveal
the law of development of socialist society and create the great theory
of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat.
The new ideas, new theses, of Comrade Mao Tsetung concerning the
proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat have
greatly enriched the treasure-house of Marxist-Leninist theory in the
realms of philosophy, political economy and scientific socialism. They
not only chart the Chinese people’s true road for consolidating the
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dictatorship of the proletariat, preventing capitalist restoration and
building socialism, but are also of great and lasting world significance.

Volume V of the Selected Works of Mao Tsetung contains im-
portant writings from September 1949 through 1957. It was in these
writings that Comrade Mao Tsetung for the first time put forward:
the scientific thesis that the struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, between the socialist road and the capitalist road, will
still exist for a long time after the basic completion of the socialist
transformation of the ownership of the means of production; the
teachings about correctly distinguishing and handling the two types of
contradictions in socialist society that are different in nature, those
between ourselves and the enemy and those among the people; the
great theory of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat; and the ideas underlying the general line for building
socialism. Later, particularly during the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution, Comrade Mao Tsetung continued to entich and develop
this body of brilliant thought on the basis of the practical experience
of the revolution.

Comrade Mao Tsetung was the greatest Marxist-Leninist of our
time. Mao Tsetung Thought is the victorious banner under which our
Party, our army and our people will fight in unity and continue the
revolution; it is a treasure shared in common by the international
proletariat and the revolutionary people of all countries. Comrade Mao
Tsetung’s thought and teachings will live for ever.

Some of Comrade Mao Tsetung’s writings from the period of the
socialist revolution and socialist construction contained in the Selected
Works have been published before; others have not, and they include
documents drafted by him, his manuscripts and official records of his
speeches. Some necessary technical editing of the records of the
speeches was done in the course of compilation.

Committee for Editing and Publishing

the Works of Chairman Mao Tsetung,

Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China

March 1, 1977
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THE PERIOD OF
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THE CHINESE PEOPLE HAVE STOOD UP!

September 21, 1949

Fellow Delegates,

The Political Consultative Conference so eagetly awaited by the
whole nation is herewith inaugurated.

Our conference is composed of more than six hundred delegates,
representing all the democratic parties and people’s organizations of
China, the People’s Liberation Army, the various regions and na-
tionalities of the country and the overseas Chinese. This shows that
ours is a conference embodying the great unity of the people of the
whole country.

It is because we have defeated the reactionary Kuomintang gov-
ernment backed by U.S. imperialism that this great unity of the whole
people has been achieved. In a little more than three years the heroic
Chinese People’s Liberation Army, an army such as the world has
seldom seen, crushed all the offensives launched by the several million
troops of the U.S.-supported reactionary Kuomintang government and
turned to the counter-offensive and the offensive. At present the field
armies of the People’s Liberation Army, several million strong, have
pushed the war to areas near Taiwan, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Kwei-
chow, Szechuan and Sinkiang, and the great majority of the Chinese
people have won liberation. In a little more than three years the
people of the whole country have closed their ranks, rallied to support
the People’s Liberation Army, fought the enemy and won basic vic-
tory. And it is on this foundation that the present People’s Political
Consultative Conference is convened.

Our conference is called the Political Consultative Conference
because some three years ago we held a Political Consultative Con-
ference with Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang.! The results of that

Opening address at the First Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference.
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conference were sabotaged by Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang and
its accomplices; nevertheless the conference left an indelible impres-
sion on the people. It showed that nothing in the interest of the
people could be accomplished together with Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuo-
mintang, the running dog of imperialism, and its accomplices. Even
when resolutions were reluctantly adopted, it was of no avail, for as
soon as the time was ripe, they tore them up and started a ruthless
war against the people. The only gain from that conference was the
profound lesson it taught the people that there is absolutely no room
for compromise with Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang, the running dog
of imperialism, and its accomplices — overthrow these enemies or be
oppressed and slaughtered by them, either one or the other, there is
no other choice. In a little more than three years the Chinese people,
led by the Chinese Communist Party, have quickly awakened and
organized themselves into a nation-wide united front against impe-
rialism, feudalism, bureaucrat-capitalism and their general representa-
tive, the reactionary Kuomintang government, supported the People’s
War of Liberation, basically defeated the reactionary Kuomintang
government, overthrown the rule of imperialism in China and restored
the Political Consultative Conference.

The present Chinese Pcople’s Political Consultative Conference is
convened on an entirely new foundation; it is representative of the
people of the whole country and enjoys their trust and support. There-
fore, the conference proclaims that it will exercise the functions and
powers of a National People’s Congress. In accordance with its agenda,
the conference will enact the Organic Law of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, the Organic Law of the Central
People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China and the
Common Programme of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference; it will elect the National Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference and the Central People’s
Government Council of the People’s Republic of China; it will adopt
the national flag and national emblem of the People’s Republic of
China; and it will decide on the seat of the capital of the People’s
Republic of China and adopt the chronological system in use in most
countries of the world.

Fellow Delegates, we are all convinced that our work will go
down in the history of mankind, demonstrating that the Chinese
people, comprising one quarter of humanity, have now stood up. The
Chinese have always been a great, courageous and industrious nation;



