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PREFACE

In 1975, archaeologists discovered the remains of a shipyard
of the Qin Empire for the first time. Then a paved path of the
Nanyue Kingdom Palace, only a section of 20 m long, were
brought to light at a stratum 0.9 m above the Berth No. 1 of the
Qin shipyard and the timber yard to its south. Later, in 1995,
Pan Pond of the Nanyue royal garden was unearthed, followed
by the discovery of the Crooked Stone Stream in 1997, and of
Palace No. 1 in 2000, etc.. Thirty—five years has elapsed since
the discovery of the Qin shipyard in 1975.

Located at the heart of the inner city of Guangzhou, the
historic site of the Nanyue Kingdom Palace testifies to the fact
that Guangzhou has been the political, economic and cultural
center of the Lingnan region over a period of thousands of years.

In the excavated area of the site have been discovered
palaces, a royal garden and palace wall of the Nanyue period
(203 B.C. - 111 B.C.), which prove that it used to be the location
of the Nanyue Kingdom Palace and the heart of the Kingdom’ s
capital. The royal garden is the earliest example of its kind
discovered to date in China.



Also discovered here are the remains of the palaces and a
royal garden of the Nanhan Kingdom which existed in the Five
Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms period (917 - 971), demonstrating
that the site was the location of the Nanhan Kingdom Palace,
too.

It has been found that the site was also the seat of
government offices in various historical periods following
the unification of the Lingnan region by the Qin Empire. The
cultural strata discovered here start upwards from the Qin
Dynasty (221 B.C. - 206 B.C.) through the Western Han, the
Eastern Han, the Western Jin, the Eastern Jin, the Southern,
the Tang, the Song, the Yuan, the Ming and the Qing Dynasties
up to the Republic of China (1911 - 1949), storing the cultural
relics of twelve historical periods. They are like unwritten
chronicles that record over two thousand years of urban
development of Guangzhou.

In addition, more than five hundred wells have been found
within the area. Built with different materials and in different
styles, they constitute a museum of wells.

A protected zone covering 52,000nf has been marked off for
the historic site of the Nanyue Kingdom Palaces, in which an
area of 20,000nf have been excavated. The cultural strata at the
site is generally 5—6 m thick. There are fifteen layers in all.

The first layer is made up of the foundation of modern
structures and a clay underlayer.

The second layer is the cultural stratum of the modern era
and the last phase of the Qing Dynasty. Discovered here are
the remains of the Guangdong Shrine to Japanese Soldiers, the
rear garden of the French Consulate and the Yushan Academy.
The objects unearthed include Japanese pottery, a mask and a
copper bell.

The third layer is the cultural stratum of the Qing Dynasty.
Discovered here are the remains of the Yongfeng Warehouse,
the Guangdong Provincial Administrative Commission and the
buildings to its east. The unearthed objects include a large
number of blue and white, glaucous and pink porcelain along
with copper coins with the inscriptions “FEEEEE" and “FIK

The fourth layer is the cultural stratum of the Ming Dynasty.
Discovered here are the remains of the Guangdong Provincial
Administrative Commission and a large number of blue and
white porcelain and copper coins made in the Ming period.

The fifth layer is the cultural stratum of the Yuan Dynasty.
Discovered here are the remains of a number of large structures
of the Yuan Dynasty. The unearthed objects include the egg-—
white glazed bowl imprinted with the Chinese characters “HX
F¥” , a cup with a high stem, plates and celadons made in the
Longquan kiln.

The sixth layer is the cultural stratum of the Southern
Song Dynasty. Discovered here are the remains of a number of
large structures with terraces, paved paths, drains and a large
quantity of celadon.
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The seventh layer is the cultural stratum of the Northern
Song Dynasty. Discovered here are the remains of a number of
huge government buildings. The unearthed objects include tile
ends with the inscription “X#” , a tricolored pagoda as well
as a large number of celadons and greenish white porcelain and
copper coins.

The eighth and ninth layers are the cultural strata of the
Nanhan Kingdom. Discovered here are the palaces, galleries,
paved paths and a pond of the Nanhan Kingdom Palace. The
unearthed objects include glaucous, green and yellow glazed
bricks and tiles as well as copper coins with the inscription “¥z
FHEHE" .

The tenth layer is the cultural stratum of the Tang Dynasty.
Discovered here are the remains of a number of high terrace
government buildings and a paved path. The unearthed objects
include a gilded bronze Buddha figurine, an ivory seal carved
with an alien bust, a glass cup and coins with the inscription

“FroriBE" .

The eleventh layer is the cultural stratum of the Jin and
Southern Dynasties. Discovered here are the remains of large
compounds, drainage network and wells. The unearthed objects
include a large number of glaucous and brown glazed potteries
as well as iron and leather armor.

The twelfth layer is the cultural stratum of the Han Dynasty.
Discovered here are the remains of wells and stone gutters. The
unearthed objects include a bronze archer figurine, tile ends
with the inscription “J3%'” made in the Han Dynasty, tile ends
with cloud pattern, tile ends with beast—face design and coins
with the inscription “F#k” .

The thirteenth and fourteenth layers are the cultural strata
of the Nanyue Kingdom. Discovered here are the remains of a
stone pond, a crooked stone stream, two palaces, galleries,
foundation of the north palace wall and wells of various types.

The fifteenth layer is the cultural stratum of the Qin
Dynasty. Discovered here are the remains of a shipyard and
wells. The unearthed objects include copper coins with the
inscription “*P” |, iron spears, bronze arrowheads and ship
building tools.

Among the remains stored in the cultural strata mentioned
above, the royal garden and palaces of the Nanyue Kingdom as
well as the Nanhan Kingdom Palace are the most important.

A. The Royal Garden and Palaces of the Nanyue Kingdom

Stone Pond  With an area of 4,000ni, the pond only had its
southwestern corner measuring 400ni excavated. Shaped like a
dipper, the pond had its wall covered with polygonal sandstone
slabs, and its square bottom covered with pebbles and gravel.
Buried under its southern wall is a southbound wooden trough.
In its northeastern corner are the remains of a laminated stone
column which toppled southwards. At the bottom of the pond,
a stone lintel, a number of octagonal stone columns and a large
amount of building materials have been found, which suggests
that there probably used to be a huge structure above. On



