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Explanatory Notes

This Chinese Character Exercise Book, which consists
of two volumes, is a supplement to Practical Chinese Reader
(Book T & T ). It has been compiled for the express pur-
pose of helping foreigners to learn Chinese characters
which are difficult to identify, write and memorize. We -
have summed up elementary knowledge concerning the
structure of Chinese characters based on our past experi-
ence in teaching foreigners, and have adopted methods in
the exercises whicﬁ have proved to be eoffective in tea-
ching our students to acgquire proficiency in identifying
and writing characters.
 Users are cordially invited to make corrections and
suggestions which will rhelp us to improve our revision
of this exercise book. |

The English translation was by He Peihui and illus-

trations by zhang zhizhong,

The compilers
December, 1981
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Analvsis of Characters

1) 2

Character strokes

R AR EE KN, BEHeE hEEREE, Wy
VE“ —27 8 —m” . filan,

Chinese characters are composed of different types of

strokes. A stroke 1s the single unbroken line drawn by the
writer from the time he sets his pen to paper and moves it
till the time he lifts it off paper. E.g
! () —Hi, hA EWAET, WRME Fials b, w2 5k

B—FEw, (- ().

- A pie or left-falling stroke “;° ()7,

/ l—-: written from top-right to bottom-left It will
IJ\ become the stroke “—~ ( »” if written the

other way round.

| C¥)—%, @ EFPF, A6EM Fm k.
/L? A .Elz_li or vertical stroke “ | ( })”, written
from top to bottom, never the other way
‘['l] N\ round

— (@) —hiH, MR, PI%EMEEDHEREEZE,

l



A henggou or horizontal hook siroke “—

/ ;&',—* (—=)", written first fmm'left”to'right, then
l; ,J \ lifting the pen as quickly as possible to make
| the hook.

1G85, % LA, BEEENER R,

| A shugou or vertical hook stroke “ | (.) 7,
| written first downward, then lifting the pen

as quickly as possiblé to make the hdh'ok.

€ ()—FEr, HARMER—
/ : A zuodian or left-falling dot stroke “ ¢ ()7,
oy

¥ (WD—Fr, BEREGR—T,

' udi ioht—falli dot @
/[..-7 A youdian or right-falling dot stroke 3

written from right to bottom-left.

J | (¥)?, written from left to bottom-right.

{ (L) — s, mA ERETERA, MYTF "7
MR EEE K, FAEEE M E,

A piedian or left-falling stroke plus right-

- falling dot stroke “L (4,)7", written first from
top-right to bottom-left, then to right This

stroke is about the same as the combination of



the two strokes “/ 7 and “ ”, but it must be written as one
single unbroken stroke 1nstead of two separate strokes

— (=) — 8§, A A, AHEH A e,

A heng or horizontal stroke “— (—)”", written
from left to right, never the other way round.

D) — 2%y, h LR, R0 mEE A, % e f
%,

A wangou or crooked hook stroke N

,ﬁ} ( ))?, written from top to bottom with a slight
J hook, then lifting the pen as quickly as possible
to make the hook.

2) AR

Character component

Eﬂ%%f$$%f€mﬂﬂﬂ‘1%%ﬁiﬁk“ﬂ%, {1 SR g 5 e o
ek = R _

The component parts making up a Chinese character are
known as character components, as “#” and “4" in the
character “#f”.

{ (#sr A danlirén the component “{ 7)

{hs I



n 1 (A)  EFR—AML,

The component “{ ” is a wvariant of the
character * A" which originated from the
above ideogram symbolizing a person standing

| sideways.

S NSRS K.

A character containing the “f ” component usually has
a human connotation. |

. IFH

- Character Exercises:

l. ILFINBE:

Character recognition

IR *F

Trace the following strokes in the correct way:

P Y v 4 e V. V. e




ZIEW 5 NS T 5108 i

Copy the following strokes in the correct way:




_k  | - _ -

3. B BFRIREM S, PERBEC ) W,
| Count thé strokes each of the following characters
contains and put the number in the brackets:

RC ) HFC )
RIETEW S F AT,

Trace the following characters in the correct stroke-

order:

3K

{ |7 Fara

W

R

5

1R

L

4

%

%]

¥ A

4. FZIETZEIGNES T 7L 5,

Copy the following characters in the ‘correct stroke-

7

I

order:




5. 48T FIiaE g DE B R T
Put the phonetic transcriptines in the following
sentences into Chinese c,haracters:‘

N ¥,
| $ hdo o
NT hdo o




B — R Lesson 2

—, WFHHr
Analysis of Characters
l. EH

Character strokes

4 () —i, BETHAL WREA WA B, #3E
REC, ()2
A ti or rising stroke “~ (_/)”, written from
bottom-left to top-right. It will become the
left-falling stroke “; (/)7 ‘if written the
other way round.

N —#, MELRAT, FiehATRE k.

A na or right-falling stroke “ \ ()7,

WO —5H8, hEENEET, Bl FREREZ,

writteh from top-left to bottom-right, never
the other way round.




A xiegou or slanting hook stroke * \ ()7,
written first from top-left to bottom-right,
then lifting the pen upward as quickly as

possible to make a hook at the end.

5 D —Hi#h, hERAHRLETF, AEGREMH, 85
“UARL

A hengzhe or horizontal turning stroke

"] (71)7, written from left to right and then to
@ bottom-left, Notice that this stroke is written
—

with an acute instead of a right angle, and

it is also somewhat different from the stroke

i —n

A () — 8T, TTHREEC—TRC VRS, (B4 —
EER, W ",
A hengzhegou “-~1 (-2)”. This stroke may be

said to be a combination of the strokes “—”
@ - and “ 47, but 1t must be written as a single
unbroken stroke instead of separate strokes,
as in “4h”.
L) —%&eE, AIFEL" | "M S"maEe, Hek—
EE5, mlT, |

A shuwangou “|_, (LL)”. This stroke is some-

thing like a combination of the strokes “| ”
L ) and ¢ __”, but it must also be written as a

single unbroken stroke, as in “#.”

H(9)—RHird. ,» AIFEEL A VTiIREa, B4
MG, WG,



{
‘A shuzhezhegou “l; (L4)”. This stroke is a

combmanpn of the strokes “|_” and ¢ |, but
-t -n}uj.s_t be written also as a single unbroken

stroke, as in “NG”.

1K

2. WFWH

Character component

L

A shuti or vertical rising stroke “ | ([«)7”.

{IZI (0435 kouzipang the component “I”)

é_--— HFERAL
U The component “[1” came
N ‘: from the ideogram on the left
symbolizing mouth.

N eE e SnaX, m " | “ig"RiESiE, H
g,

Therefore, the m=aning of any character containing “[17”

usually has something to do with the mouth, e.g. “i4”

and “0"”, which are both modal particles.

— FER2
10



