


EMILE DURKHEIM

SUICIDE :
A STUDY IN SOCIOLOGY

TRANSLATED BY
JOHN A.SPAULDING AND GEORGE SIMPSON
EDITED WETH/AN INTRODUCTION BY
GEORGE SIMPSON

CHINA SOCIAL SCIENCES PUBLISHING HOUSE
CHENGCHENG BOOKS LTD.



EH R4 B (CIP) &

AR/ GE) M . — A,
—Ilbf??-qj@?i/“\ﬂ*“'tﬂﬁ)i?i 1999. 12
(WFEEARZM M L2 R /IERAZHMTHERERE )
ISBN 7—5004—2648—8

T.ig .4t M.#Hex¥-3r V.91
o R A 5 1 CIP 4l #% 5 (1999) 58 68475 5

WAL BALHE . TAO MEDIA INTERNATIONAL
(2790 19th Avenue, Ste. 20, San Francisco,CA 94132 U.S. A)

AEELEHA - HoFEH
P¥EAZHTERZRSE R
¥ ®ihHE LA HET
(bt K7 158 %5 R4 100720)
E — mail: 5004(@Peoplespace. net
NI I N
o [ RS AL 4 = B )
oA B E 2 4
1999 4E 12 A4S 1 ki 1999 4512 A 45 1 UEP ki
FFAC880% 1230 1/32 K 80.5
Mg et M :300.00 I8



ERHM 2 F R X
RARR KAXL EER

FREZH
Al EERR
WAL S E
% 7

[ AV

£ {E
Al EEZER
% 7

ERog
FRA
& E%F
x| B 3
kAL
R r A

PUN:

BAFEALHTERERS

¥ X & P RHF KEX FlA

4E A
P S
£=0 ®EL
¥ A

o+ #

Z K

&

fei=4 Fheets Fd7E

TAO MEDIA INTERNATIONAL U.S.A

FRHK

RERE

(AR ESHA)

EFrxi
BA—R
FEZ=
4/

TEA
X 2h R
PR3 AR
RINR

FHlF I F
SE T3

RAE F—N
ERE E R
I % IEE
X #® OETT
X & B

FEH

S48
W&

B IE Sk
KR
Lk

BAFEALHERERS

o 3%

FEE

KA
BIA
® B

FRA

FRE

EFLER
faskip
" ¥



CONTENTS

PAGE
Editor's Preface 9
Editor's Introduction 13
Preface 35
Introduction 41
Book One: Extra-Social Factors
1 Suicide and Psychopathic States 57
2 Swicide and Normal Psychological States—Race, Heredity 82
3 Swicide and Cosmic Factors 104
4 Imitation 123
Book Two: Social Causes and Social Types
1 How to Determine Social Causes and Social Types 145
2 Egoistic Suicide 152
3 Egoistic Suicide (continued) 171
4 Altraistic Suicide 217
S Aﬂf)ﬂ]i[ S:l'i‘.‘ij"f: 241
6 Individual Forms of the Different Types of Suicide 277
Book Three: General Nature of Suicide
as a Social Phenomenon

x The Socic! Element of Suicide 297
2 Relations of Suicide with Other Social Phenomena 326
3 Practical Consequences 361

Appendices 393

Detailed Table of Contents 399



EERXN R P X
FARA KEX LA

FEZR
A EERRA
WAL S S48
% Ll

hi A 4G 2

E {E
AlEEZER
% 7

B
FRAE
L EEe
%) B35
3 312
A e

PUN

AFEAFALATEERS

5 X & F ER#HFT KEX FiEA

£ 2 A%,
KF RKF
HZE ®EL
¥ A

o B
=4

2 X
P e A

TAO MEDIA INTERNATIONAL U.S.A

FRK

BEE

(AHKESHF)
BT I F FEE KX

Exi
BA—R
FRZ=
a1

AEA
X /v
S
RINE

5L 15

BHE H—h
ER= F &
E % EEE
x| #H OETT
BRI & #

K48
BXE

B IE
KHE
L

AFEFAZHRERZRS

FEE

KN
BIA
® 8

x &

¥ &

FHRF

FRE

AL
kR
® ¥






EMILE DURKHEIM

SUICIDE :
A STUDY IN SOCIOLOGY

TRANSLATED BY
JOHN A. SPAULDING AND GEORGE SIMPSON
EDITED WITH, AN INTRODUCTION BY
GEORGE SIMPSON

CHINA SOCIAL SCIENCES PUBLISHING HOUSE
CHENGCHENG BOOKS LTD.



Copyright © 1951 by The Free Press
Reprinted from the English Edition by
The Free Press,a Division of Macmillan Publishing Co. , Inc. 1966



To Those Who, with Durkheim, Understand
the Life of Reason As Itself a Moral
Commitment, and Especially to Arthur
D. Gayer in Economics; Sol W. Gins-
burg in Psychiatry; Robert S. Lynd in
Sociology; and Arthur E. Murphy in
Philosophy



TMILEE N : FEESRGELI:  www. ertongbook. c



CONTENTS

PAGE
Editor's Preface 9
Editor's Introduction 13
Preface - 35
Introduction 41
Book One: Extra-Social Factors
1 Suicide and Psychopathic States 57
2 Swicide and Normal Psychological States—Race, Heredity 82
3 Swicide and Cosmic Factors 104
4 Imitation 123
Book Two: Social Causes and Social Types
1 How to Determine Social Causes and Social Types 145
2 Egoistic Suicide 152
3 Egoistic Suicide (continued) 171
4 Altraistic Suicide 217
s Anomic Suicide 241
6 Individual Forms of the Different Types of Suicide 277
Book Three: General Nature of Suicide
as a Social Phenomenon
1 The Social Element of Suicide 297
2 Relations of Suicide with Other Social Phenomena 326
3 Practical Consequences 361
Appendices 39

Detailed Table of Contents

(S5}
0
O W






EDITOR'S PREFACE

@-‘ THE four major works of the renowned French sociologist,
Emile Durkheim, only Le Suicide has remained to be translated. The
Elementary Forms of the Religious Life was first published in Eng-
lish in 1915; the Division of Labor in Society in 1933 and 1'he Rules
of Sociological Method in 1938.* Over half a century has gone by
since the first edition of Le Suicide, yet far more than antiquarian in-
terest attaches to it in the sociological, statistical, philosophical, and
psychological disciplines. But the historical significance of the volume
in social thought would be enough reason for presenting it to readers
in the English-speaking world. As a milestone in social science and
an indispensable part in understanding the work of the man who
founded and firmly established academic sociology in France and
influenced many others outside of France, it should have long since
been available in translation.

Though our statistical material today is more refined and broader,
and our socio-psychological apparatus better established than was
Durkheim's, his work on suicide remains the prototype of systematic,
rigorous and unrelenting attack on the subject with the data, tech-
niques, and accumulated knowledge available at any given period.
Indeed, Le Suicide is among the very first modern examples of con-
sistent and organized use of statistical method in social investigation.
In the last decade of the nineteenth century when Durkheim was
conducting the investigations incorporated in this work, repositories
(governmental or private) of statistical information on this, or any

L All of these are now published by the Free Press.

9



I10 SUICIDE

other subject, were either rare, skimpy, or badly put together. With
characteristic energy and the aid of some of his students, especially
Marcel Mauss, Durkheim realigned the available statistics so as to
answer the question posed by the general problem and its internal
details. At the time, statistical techniques were little developed, and
Durkheim was forced at given points to invent them as he went
along. The elements of simple correlation were unknown except
among the pathfinders in statistical techniques like Galton and Pear-
son, as were those of multiple and partial correlation, yet Durkheim
establishes relationships between series of data by methodological
perseverence and inference.

The tables which Durkheim drew up have been left in the transla-
tion in their somewhat quaint form, with no attempt to set them up
according to present-day standards of statistical presentation. They
bave that way an historical value, as well as a character of their own.
To embellish them would take away the atmosphere in which they
were literally forged through necessity. Though more recent data are
available, the kind of information Durkheim was trying to impart
through them is still the kind that sociologists and actuarialists are
interested in. Indeed, one table (on the effect of military life on
suicide) has been taken over bodily in one of the best general, recent
treatises on suicide.?

The maps which Durkheim placed in the text have been put in
Appendices here, along with a special table which Durkheim drew
up but could not use for reasons he gives in a footnote to it. The
maps have been reproduced as they are with the French titles and
statistical legends.

But in addition to its historical and methodological import, Le
Suicide is of abiding significance because of the problem it treats and
the sociological approach with which it is handled. For Durkheim
is seeking to establish that what looks like a highly individual and
personal phenomenon is explicable through the social structure and
its ramifying functions. And even the revolutionary findings in psy-
chiatry and the refinement and superior competence of contemporary
actuarial statistics on this subject have yet to come fully to grips with
this. We shall have more to say of it in the introduction.

2 Dublin, Louis I, and Bunzel, Bessie, To Be or Not To Be, New York, 1933,
p. 112-113.



EDITOR’S PREFACE II

There are those, moreover, who look upon Le Swicide as still an
outstanding, if not the outstanding, work in what is called the study
of social causation.? And in what has come to be known as the
sociology of knowledge, Durkheim’s attempts to relate systems of
thought to states of the collective conscience involved in the currents
of egoism, altruism, and anomy, in this volume, have been of no
little influence.*

Finally, Le Swicide shows Durkheim's fundamental principles of
social interpretation in action. His social realism, which sees society
as an entity greater than the sum of its parts, with its accompanying
concepts of collective representations and the collective conscience,
is here applied to a special problem-area, and the results are some of
the richest it has ever borne. For Durkheim not only enunciated
methodological and heuristic principles (as pre-eminently in The
Rules of Sociological Method); he also tested them in research of
no mean scope. That his work would have to be supplemented, added
to, revised, and our knowledge advanced, he would be the first to
admit, since he rightly saw scientific endeavor as a great collective
undertaking whose findings are handed on from generation to genera-
tion and improved upon in the process.

The translation has been made from the edition which appeared
in 1930, thirteen years after Durkheim's death and thirty-threc years
after the first edition in 1897. This edition was supervised by Marcel
Mauss. Professor Mauss, in his brief introductory note there, tells us
that it was not possible, because of the method of reprinting, to
correct the few typographical and editorial errors. With the aid of
Dr. John A. Spaulding, I have sought by textual and statistical query,
to rectify them wherever they could be discovered.

No index appeared in the French text, and none has been pre-
pared here. Instead, the detailed table of contents which Durkheim
drew up has been translated and placed at the back of this book.

For the version of the translation here, I must take full responsi-
bility. Dr. Spaulding and I worked over the first draft, then we both
re-worked the second draft. But the final changes I made alone.

Mr. Jerome H. Skolnick, a student of mine, aided in checking

3 See especially, Maclver, R. M., Social Causation, New York, 1942.
4 See, for example, Parsons, Talcott, The Structure of Social Action, Glencoe,
Illinois, 1949.
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the typescript and in proof-reading. He did not confine his work to
routine, and many of his suggestions proved to be of great value
to me. ‘

GEORGE SIMPSON
The City College of New York

November 1, 1950.



