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Yuehua Liu

A graduate of the Chinese Department of Peking University,
Yuehua Liu was Professor in Chinese at the Beijing Language
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Foreword

When it comes to learning a foreign language, relying on a set of
textbooks or time spent in the classroom is never nearly enough. That is
because memory gets eroded by time; one keeps forgetting what one has
learned. Haven’t we all been frustrated by our inability to remember new
vocabulary? One learns a word and quickly forgets it, so next time when one
comes across it one has to look it up in a dictionary. Only then does one realize
that one used to know it, and so one keeps having to look it up in a dictionary,
and one starts to blame oneself, “why am I so forgetful?” when in fact, it’s
not your shaky memory that’s at fault, but the fact that unless you review
constantly, what you’ ve learned quickly becomes dormant. The Chinese Breeze
graded series is designed specially to help you remember what you’ve learned.

Everyone learning a second language has his or her way of jogging his or
her memory. For example, some people make index cards or vocabulary
notebooks so as to thumb through them frequently. Some simply try to go
through dictionaries and try to memorize all the vocabulary items from A to Z.
The spirit may be laudable, but it is a painful process, but the results are far
from being sure. Chinese Breeze is a series of graded readers purposely written
by professional authors. Each reader not only incorporates all the vocabulary
and grammar specific to the grade but also an interesting and absorbing plot. It
enables you to refresh and reinforce your knowledge while at the same time
having a pleasurable time with the story. If you make Chinese Breeze a
constant companion in your studies of Chinese, you won’t have to worry about
forgetting your vocabulary and grammar. You will also develop your feel for
the language and make Chinese firmly rooted in your mind.

Thanks are due to Nyan-ping Bi, Xianmin Liu, and Ping Wei for arranging
more than sixty students to field-test several of the readers in the Chinese
Breeze series. Professor Tao-chung Yao at the University of Hawaii, Ms. Yu Li
and Ph.D. students Ann Kelleher and Nicole Richardson of UC Davis provided
very good editorial suggestions. Yu Li and Bo Yang helped build the Chinese
Breeze (Hanyu Feng) websites. We thank our colleagues, students, and friends
for their support and assistance.



F BN 5 2R
Main Characters and Main Places

8/]~ shaxiao
“The Little Silly” , a rag boy from the country

gk KB} Zhang dage
Brother Zhang, a friend of Shaxiao. He makes a living by
collecting scrap.

457 1onainai
A kind old lady

|H i LR )JERI 2525 jiv huar shangdian de Idoyéye

An old man who is an art dealer

54 Gao xiansheng

Mr. Gao, a painting connoisseur

4K Léng xiansheng

Mr. Leng, a painting connoisseur

1 E I3 A xing Bdi de ndnrén
Mr. Bai, a fraudulent trader

ZEEHAARAY B A chuan huang yifu de ndnrén

A man in yellow, Mr. Bai’ s assistant

45 Beijing: A city you know!
LA /X Yudnda Xigoqa: Name of a residential quarter (37t A lit.,
long-range)

XEFEEEEATERFES, o 8/

(All the proper nouns in the text are underlined, such as in (¥ /)
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1. B JL hudr: painting, picture
2. #f4F )L h&ohaor: all out
3. 7 bian: become, change
4. % J7 zuihou: finally, at last
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5. % " ...zhene: mood particle emphasizing it is obvious that some action is
ongoing or some state is continuously existing

6. U J& = shou feipin: collect scrap

7. /N xidoqu: residential quarter, community
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8. Fll ¥ biéde: other
9. AKX rénijia: other, other people, he/him (she/her, they/them)
10. 5 & zhishi: merely, simply, only
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11. % % Shi Tao: Shi Tao (1641—1718 AD), a prestigious Chinese painter
who lived during Late Ming Dynasty and Early Qing Dynasty

12. 3 A& jiushi: merely, simply, only
13. {# sha: foolish, silly
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14. Ji& tur: leg
15. 35 R #£ zhan bu zhu: cannot stand
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Want to check your understanding of this part?

Go to the questions on page 55.

16. — 7L —+ yi wil yi shi: (enumerating) in full details
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