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When it comes to learning a foreign language, relying on a set of
textbooks or spending time in the classroom is not nearly enough. Memory is
eroded by time; you keep forgetting what you have learned. Haven’ t we all
been frustrated by our inability to remember new vocabulary? You learn a
word and quickly forget it, so next time when you come across it you have to
look it up in a dictionary. Only then do you realize that you used to know it,
and you start to blame yourself, “why am I so forgetful?” when in fact, it’ s
not your shaky memory that’ s at fault, but the fact that unless you review
constantly, what you’ ve learned quickly becomes dormant. The Chinese
Breeze graded series is designed specially to help you remember what you’ ve
learned.

Everyone learning a second language has his or her way of jogging his
or her memory. For example, some people make index cards or vocabulary
notebooks so as to thumb through them frequently. Some simply try to go
through dictionaries and try to memorize all the vocabulary items from A to
Z. This spirit is laudable, but it is a painful process, and the results are far
from sure. Chinese Breeze is a series of graded readers purposely written by
professional authors. Each reader not only incorporates all the vocabulary and
grammar specific to the grade but also contains an interesting and absorbing
plot. They enable you to refresh and reinforce your knowledge and at the
same time have a pleasurable time with the story. If you make Chinese Breeze
a constant companion in your studies of Chinese, you won’ t have to worry
about forgetting your vocabulary and grammar. You will also develop your
feel for the language and root it firmly in your mind.

Thanks are due to Nyan-ping Bi, Xianmin Liu, and Ping Wei for
arranging more than sixty students to field-test several of the readers in the
Chinese Breeze series. Professor Tao-chung Yao at the University of Hawaii.
Ms. Yu Li and Ph.D. students Ann Kelleher and Nicole Richardson of UC
Davis provided very good editorial suggestions. We thank our colleagues,
students, and friends for their support and assistance.
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I got into big trouble!

..............................................................................

2. Kbt ik h
Looking for Zhang Li in Beijing
3. LA TE NE R /5K T
Little' Zhang Li in the Mangrove Bar

..............................................................................

4k EHHTH T -1
Got a bump on the head!

..............................................................................

5. N FRALER
What does “human” mean?

..............................................................................

6. /Il NS 55 Btk R
The story of Little Zhang Li and his grandpa

..............................................................................

7. BBk TIHMEAR 55 5

Becoming a bar waiter

..............................................................................

8. A AEX B
My friend is here!
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1. # zhuéin: wander around
2. 4 suan: count (as)
3. 44 # chi shi: have an accident
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4. % duo: more than (a certain number)

5. 13 & déyi: gleeful

6. % bl: a measure word for a great amount of money
7. 3%, si: excessively

8. & ¥ gudnli: manage
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9. Hr4, jiaqian: price
10. 32 % 3£ mai jit mai: If it must be sold, then sell it.
11. L jt: a few, several
12. %t & jiushi: even, even for
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13. 3 ku: hardship
14. 3 huai: to be broken
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15. A #y & ydudeshi: there are many
16. #= 3, Bénchi: Mercedes-Benz

17. %% pdoche: sports car

18.  kd&: card
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19. & 4 chéngwéi: become
20. & zhdo: according to
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E Want to check your understanding of this part? |

L Go to the questions on page 63. j

21. v3-¥5 haha: haha, sound of laughing
22. ), =W # shud san-si bian: say three or four times
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23. /B gongli: kilometer
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