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CHINESE ART ON CLOTHS

The art on cloth is a unique flower in the gar-
den of Chinese folk handicrafts.

In the agricultural society in ancient China
when men labored at farmland and women did
needlework at home, the sewing and embroider-
ing known as "nuhong" were very popular. The
diligent and intelligent women put all fine feel-
ings into their work. Some are fine, smooth and
elegant; some are bold and unconstrained with
bright colors, but all of them are moving.

The ancient Chinese cloth art are mainly found
in clothes, shoes, caps, bed curtains, hanging
bags, knapsacks, toys and other little decorations
such as scarves, fragrance bags, fan ribbons,
pouches and handkerchiefs. After decorated,

embroidered and pasted with cloth flowers, these



things become more beautiful and solid. Also, the clothes are more wear-resisting.
Both the aesthetic value and usage value are high.

The Chinese art on cloths always show some symbolic pictures. Flowers,
insects, birds and plants express people's wish to seek auspiciousness and avoid
evils. Articles for the elder are often embroidered with such words as "happiness,
high salary and longevity"; while those for children with designs of tigers and the
five poisonous creatures (scorpion, viper, centipede, house lizard and toad) so
that these children can avoid and suppress evils and grow healthily like a tiger.
Articles used by new couples are usually decorated with such designs as man-
darin duck playing with water, lotus full of seeds and carps playing with lotus,
which show people's expectations for a happy family, more sons and a harmoni-
ous marriage life. The fragrance bag and handkerchief presented to a young
fellow by a girl always features a flying butterfly or twin lotus flowers on one stalk,
expressing her secret love for the chat.

Facing the mysterious nature and such phenomena as life, aging, sickness
and death, people hoped they could surpass themselves. So they tried to im-

prove their own abilities by images of wild animals and strengthen their prolifera-




tion by images of fish and frogs. Consequently,
many auspicious patterns were endowed with
certain meanings. For example, magpie and plum
blossom may represent people's visible pleasure,
peony for wealth and rank, sheep for prosperity,
gold fish and yulan magnolia for a rich life full of
gold and jade, monkey for an immediate official
rank, monkey stealing peaches for a higher rank
and longevity and carp and lotus root for a plen-
tiful life year after year.

The Chinese art on cloths include embroidery,
cross-switch work and applique.

Embroidery has various techniques and is di-
vided into different styles according to different
regions and local customs. The South of China
has a longer history and higher techniques in
embroidery than the North. Embroidered works

in the south are fine and elegant, while those in



the north are relatively gross but with bright colors.

The cross-switch work requires the crosses be at an equal distance by strictly
following the warps and wefts. The crosses will be arranged into different de-
signs that are fully decorative. The cloth will not be destroyed in switching, instead,
it will be strengthened. Such a technique is mainly used in clothes, handkerchiefs,
scarves, aprons and curtains for doors and windows. It is among the earliest
techniques to be widely spread.

Applique refers to piecing cloth in various colors into different designs. In an-
cient China, people had such a custom as putting a "hundred house jacket" onto
their babies. Collecting cloths in different colors from their neighbors, they made
a little jacket for the newly-born babies so that these babies could be fully protected.
On the "hundred house jacket" were usually embellished with appliques. The
shoes, caps and pillows in tiger shape are very popular in north China, which
bear the cares and blessings of the parents for their children. Intelligent mothers
pay attention to each step their children have made. The stuck-up tails at the
heel can help the children easily put on the shoes. Some shoes are decorated

with four tiger feet to make the walk more steady on a wider sole. The tiger-




shaped cap is usually elaborately embroidered,
which fills much vigor to the child wearing it. The
pillow in tiger shape is also children's toy. Under
the protection of a magical tiger, any child will
not be hurt.

Brocade is another kind of art on cloths in
China. It is a jacquard silk material woven with
colorful threads in plain or twill directions, reflect-
ing the straightforwardness, simplicity and sin-
cerity of a nation.

Chinese art on cloths has its unique charac-
teristics and has been transmitted from one gen-
eration to another. It demonstrates people's com-
prehensive understanding and deep love for life

as well as their intelligence.
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Shoe with the shape of a tiger’s head
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A piece of cloth embroidered

with centipedes
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Small bags
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Letter container



