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How to use this book

This book will give you a thorough understanding
of what is involved and how to perform well in the
reading section of the IELTS exam.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

A comprehensive list of FAQs has been compiled by
IELTS teachers and IELTS students that answer a lot
of questions which many students have found hard to
get a response for. The goal of this book is to ensure
that none of your queries go unanswered so that
you can go into the test with full understanding and
confidence.

Study Reading DIY

This section was compiled to help students with their
study plan and IELTS preparation. A good student
knows that you can never do enough practice. The
tips in this section will ensure that you can practise
as much as possible in a variety of ways in order to
suit every learning style. The benefits of extensive
reading are far reaching. Prolific readers will
generally do better in the writing section also.

Short Cut to Success

This section guides the students who are short of
preparation time through the book in a way that
addresses their major weaknesses first. This can
provide more focus to students who only have a few
days before they take the official IELTS test. For
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those who are pot short of time, studying the entire
book is highly recommended.

Diagnostic Test

This is a test that incorporates all the reading skills
needed and all the question types encountered in the
reading section of the IELTS. It will highlight your
weaknesses so you can have a better idea on what
you need to focus on when preparing for the test.

Explanatory Answer Key

They are provided to highlight the correct answers
and also explain why other choices are wrong or
clarify certain parts of a passage that may have been
confusing for students. The explanatory answer key
for the diagnostic test also includes Short Cut to
Success Advice Boxes.

Overview of Reading Skills and Question
Types

This section explains which skills are needed and
what question types are used to test these skills. It
will also provide some background information on
the question types such as frequency of testing and
number of questions used in the test.

-

Question Types, Reading Skills & Strategies

This part will give students the opportunity to
practise all the reading skills needed and question
types encountered in the reading section of the
IELTS. It will also provide step-by-step strategies
on how to approach the question types.
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Achievement Tests 1 & 2

These tests provide unassisted practice for students.
They should only be attempted once all the previous
sections of the book have been completed, time for
consolidation on what you have learnt has taken
place and confidence is up high enough to take
this final test. The first test is for those taking the
Academic Module of the exam. The second test is
for those taking the General Training Module of the
exam.

Key Vocabulary

A glossary of Key Vocabulary has been compiled
with page number, phonemics, part of speech,
translation and example sentence as vocabulary is
a key factor for success in the reading section of
IELTS. Whenever you have spare time, go through
the words to ensure you can still remember them.
The easiest way to remember them is to try to use
them in speaking or writing.
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Introduction

IELTS Reading Introduction

158 a2 i g

The Reading Section of the IELTS is separated
into 2 modules: the Academic and the General
Training. You only have to choose one. The
Academic Module (AM) is for those who wish to
study abroad whereas the General Training Module
(GT) is for those who plan to emigrate. 60 minutes
and 40 questions are allocated to both modules and
the question types are also similar. However there
are 2 distinct differences: one is the content—the
AM contains passages which may be encountered
while doing research at university level and the GT
contains articles which you come across in daily
life. The second difference is the number and length
of passages. The AM always contains 3 passages
between 7-800 words each while the GT will have
several more articles but of shorter length than the
AM. Please see the following conversion table as
a guide to what score you may get on the official
test.
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