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1. WALT DISNEY

Very early in his career, Walt Disney recognized a market for educational
animated films. Among his first efforts in this area was “Tommy Tucker’s Tooth”
(1922), a short combining live action and animation made on assignment for a
local dentist. During World War II, Walt Disney committed himself to making
films to support the war effort. Thus, his studio produced animated instructional
films for the government, on every war subject varying from bombing to gunning
to parachuting to basic training. A 1945 Look magazine article, titled ‘“Walt
Disney: Teacher of Tomorrow,” described Disney as “revolutionizing an
educational system” and cited how the Donald Duck short “The New Spirit,”
made for the United States Treasury Department, affected 37 percent of
Americans regarding their willingness to pay taxes.

Following World War II, the Disney Studio continued to release shorts with
educational messages. One of the best known is “Freewayphobia,” a Goofy
cartoon teaching safe freeway driving methods. This film contributed to Disney’s
being presented with an award of merit, for his contribution to public safety, by
the Automobile Club of Southern California.

Despite the educational value of some of his films, Disney was quick to point
out, “I’m not an educator. My primary purpose is to entertain — though if people
want to read education into my work, that’s fine with me.”

(221 words)

From “The Use of Animation for Education”, WALT DISNEY — A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

ESSAY, 1995.
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COMPREHENSION EXERCISE(1)

1. “Tommy Tucker’s Tooth” is
A. a short film. B. a feature film.
C. a book for dentists. D. a book on raising animals.

2. What did Walt Disney do during World War II?
A. He worked with a training program.
B. He joined the Armed Forces.
C. He wrote magazine articles.
D. He continued his career.

3. “Teacher of tomorrow”, as used to describe Disney, implies that
A. he showed people how to make a film.
B. he opened a new area of education.
C. he knew more about American future.
D. he made a lot of films on school training.

4. Which short helped encourage people to act as a good taxpayer?

A. The New Spirit. B. Freewayphobia.

C. The Goofy short. D. Not mentioned in the passage.
5.The suffix “-phobia” in “Freewayphobia” means

A. love. B. fear.

C. education. D. understanding.

6. According to Disney, his first concern is to make people
A. spirited. B. instructed.
C. amused. D. enlightened.

WORDS PER MINUTE
COMPREHENSION %



2. DIFFUSION AND OSMOSIS

Diffusion is the process by which molecules or ions scatter or spread from regions
where they are in higher concentrations toward regions where they are in lower
concentrations. As a rule, this phenomenon involves the movement of molecules
or ions in gases or liquids.

Actually, molecules in gases and molecules and ions in body fluids are
constantly moving at high speeds. Each of these particles travels in a separate path
along a straight line until it collides and bounces off some other particle. Then it
moves in another direction, only to collide again and change direction once more.
Such motion is haphazard, but it accounts for the mixing of molecules that
commonly occurs when different kinds of substances are put together.

For example, if you put some sugar into a glass of water, the sugar will seem
to remain at the bottom for a while. It then slowly disappears into solution. As this
happens, the moving water and sugar molecules are colliding haphazardly with
one another, and in time the sugar and water molecules will be evenly mixed. This
mixing occurs by diffusion —the sugar molecules spread where they are in higher
concentration toward the regions where they are less concentrated. Eventually the
sugar becomes uniformly distributed in the water. This condition is called
equilibrium.

Osmosis is a special kind of diffusion. It occurs whenever water molecules
diffuse from a region of higher concentration through a selectively permeable
membrane, such as a cell membrane.

(244 words)

From “Diffusion and Osmosis”, by John W. Hole, Jr., reprinted in READING WITH
MEANING.
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