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INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

All statistical information in regard to China’s trade as controlled by the Customs has,
since the reorganisation and centralisation of .Returns work in 1932, been compiled in
Shanghai at the Statistical Department of the Inspectorate General of Customs, which receives
the Statistical Copies of all Customs declaration forms for Imports, Exports, etc.

The “Monthly Returns of the Foreign Trade of China” include commodities for
which the Statistical Copies of Customs declarations have been received by the Statistical
Department during any one calendar month arranged under general commodity headings
(Returns numbers). Statistical Copies for commodities passed by the Customs in distant
ports during the last days of the month are not received until the beginning of the next, and
consequently are included in the subsequent month.

CLASSIFICATION AND SCOPE OF RETURNS.

The tables in all Customs publications relating to the foreign trade of China are
arranged in accordance with the classification of articles in the ‘“ Guides to the Import and
Export Tariffs and Classification of Returns.”

The following classes of goods arriving in this country are not included in the Import
statistics: (a) Commodities passed duty free for Embassies, Legations, Consulates, and Foreign
Armies, Navies, and Air Forces; (&) Personal effects and parcels brought in by passengers for
private use, with the exception of any dutiable contents thereof, which are included under the
statistical classification concerned; (¢) Commodities entered into Bond (N.B.—Included as
Imports if ultimately withdrawn from Bond for import); (d) Supplies imported by charitable
organisations and passed free of duty by special order of the Government; (¢) UNRRA
supplies, Reparation Goods, and Returned Goods.

The following classes of commodities leaving this country are not included in Export
statistics: (@) Personal effects and parcels taken by passengers for private use; (b) Shipments
abroad ex Bond.

METHOD OF COMPILING.

Imports are recorded in the statistics only upon completion of all Customs formalities
and release, and therefore not on immediate arrival in the country or upon entry into Bond.
Bonded merchandxse is not recorded in the statistics until withdrawal for xmport Exports
are not considered as exported until shipment has actually taken place.

Values are expressed in. thousands of Chinese National Dollars (000 omitted). C.if.
value of Imports and f.o.b. value of Exports are used for statistical purposes.

Countries of Origin and Destination: Imports are classified according to the
place or country declared by the Importer and verified by the Chinese Consular Invoice
and other relative documents. Exports are credited to the country of declared destination;
‘““optional ”’ cargo, to the country first indicated.

Bullion and Coins: Special Treasure tables are given for imports and exports of
Bullion and Coins, which are excluded from the totals in the trade tables.

Parcel Post: Imports and Exports by Parcel Post are credited to the general trade
tables according to their respective statistical classification wherever possible.
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When alterations are found necessary in Returns previously published, they are
embodied in the cumulative figures given in the present issue and indicated thus: a.

Where figures appear in small type preceded by a minus (—) sign, they represent an
excess of re-exports over imports or excess of reimports over exports, as the case may be.

The term ““n.o.r.”” stands for ‘‘ not otherwise recorded.”

Owing to the acute shortage of paper, tables IX and X of the January, February, April,
May, July, August, October, and November issues are being abridged to show imports
and exports by commodity headings only. However, in the March, June, September, and
December issues, figures by countries and ports will be shown under each commodity heading
as heretofore, together with cumulative figures.

Besides the ‘;Monthly Returns of the Foreign Trade of China,” the Statistical
Department publishes the following Annual Returns :—

“The Trade of China,” Volumes I-IV:

Vol. I: Part 1.—Report, with General Tables of Customs Revenue, Value of
Trade, Treasure, and Shipping.

Part 2.—Analysis of Foreign Trade by Countries.
Vol. II: Foreign Trade.—Analysis of Imports by Tariff Code Numbers.
Vol. I1I: Foreign Trade.—Analysis of Exports by Tariff Code Numbers.

Vol. IV: Domestic Trade.—Movements of .Chinese Produce carried by
Steamers between Ports (excluding movements by junk, rail, road,
aeroplanes, and steamers under I. W.S.N. Rules).
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BRI AZXBEELTEN BB X
EQUIVALENTS OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES. -

EfRZt4vte - IGERITNTHETISEABV TAF4AFHAWEHE o0 F—
The equivalents of C.IN. $1,000, based on average market rates of exchange, were, during January 1948, as
follows :—

il
MARKET RATE.

#LEWH) . . . . Penee(UK) . . . . .. . . . . 3
W .. .. s e PS¢Pollar . . & . . o e s 0.00936
R (pE ... . Ropee(@ndig). . . . . . .= . - 0.03831
W e I Hongkong Dollar . . . . . . . . 0.04597
¥ Y .« + « + o Straits Settlements Dollar . . . . . . 0.02450
LM . . . . SWISSPIANC i « « o o % WGl ¥R10.03441

GWRBEE=+x&—- A0 ABEWMTol8RXAZE AW AFRIN N FTIRXEH —
The average equivalents of C.N. $1,000 in terms of U.S. currency for each month since January 1947 were :—

‘"M Wi ] -
EFREg OrFicIAL RATE. MARKET Rarte. =+-hse MARKET RATE.
1947. AL L | 1948. E

U.S.$ US. § U.S.$

— H January 0.29674 - — A January 0.00936

oA Ji February 0.19830

= H March 0.08197

it Ji April 0.08197

e H May 0.08197

F H June 0.08197

-+ H July 0.08197 =

A A August 0.08197 0.02555

Ju H September iy 0.02385

=5 H October M 0.01844

-+ — H November ota 0.01584

-+ = H December s 0.01280
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OB B R Y W (B B2 D) & K B 2 3 A
EQUIVALENTS OF CHINESE STANDARD (METRIC) AND OTHER SYSTEMS
OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

i H G\ B e s I Al Bl 3 A &l B A (8 E e a)
STANDARD (METRIC) SYSTEM. OTHER SYSTEMS. OTHER SYSTEMS. STANDARD (METRIC) SYSTEM.

—_

-

-

=y

—

—

-

—

—-

—

& B (H & 7) ) M 2 M

Hectogramme (100 grammes).... | 2.645547 Taels. qritiael oo LG T L e 0.377994 Hectogramme.

& (& W) i B (F 7% R @&

Kilogramme (10 Hectogrammes) | 1.6534668 Catties. 1 Catty (16 Whaglad Ll o il ity v 8 0.6047899 Kilogramme.

o (A & F) ii () &

Quintal (100 Kilogrs.).......... 1.6534668 Piculs. 1. Picul (100 Catties) . ....c...u.s 0.6047899 Quintal.

Z Bl % W (& R HE) % HE (& M| M) & M

Hectopgramme. . . ... ... vies b 3.215074 Ounces (T'roy). 100008 FEYORY. . ... censiliion. 0.311035 Hectogramme.

& R 3 W (% ) K (% AE) & 1

Hectogramme . . ... .ovvoveneans 3.527396 Ounces (Avdp.). 1T Ouncs kvt . ...l ais, 0.283495 Hectogramme.

o I (23 Bk ox % E R W) 2 )

BADEIROTE . « = < 5 05 0 drwass sk 2.2046223 Pounds. 1 Pound (16 Ounces Avdp.)...... 0.4535924 Kilogramme.

a4 # (& 11) Vil Wl (= F = AW+ 8) 2

Metric Ton (10 Quintals). . ..... 0.984206 Ton. 1 Ton (2,240 Pounds). .......... 1.016047 Metric Tons.
%A & CAPACITY MEASURE.*

& Fr 3% I 1@ % & gt

| G5 R SN [ Bt % 0.2199754 Imperial Gallon. 1 Jrapertal Gallon. oo in . von 4.545963 Litres.

& Tt % n fa (B &) % o fE (3 &) & Tt

vt SR O B R SRR e e 0.26417047 U.S.A. Liquid Gallon.] 1 U.S.A. Liquid Gallon......... 3.7854345 Litres.

& It B A& 7 B A& 7t & Tt

BAbE L a2 A s s e 0.554352 Shd (Japanese). 1 Sha (Japanese). ... ........ 2 1.803907 Litres.

& B LINEAL MEASURE,

& 5y 3% sf 2 f & 5
Centimetre.. ... I el 0.3937 Inch. 0 €T SRR s N 2.54 Centimetres.
Z R(8 & 4F) *E R * R & R
Metre (100 Centimetres). . ... ... 3.280843 Feet. § Footio oo en ol 0.3048 Metre.
& R ] B & R
b 5 GG e e 1.0936143 Yards. YAl Lo Tl e 0.9143992 Metre.
W & SQUARE MEASURE.

¥ & o ¥ F oF ¥ oof i
Bq. Ceptometre. ulo i o ivia 0.155 Sq. Inch, 1 Badaeh i oo h e 6.4516 5q. Centimetres.
Ha R(EH &5 ¥k H R *xFHE R H e R
Sq. Metre (10,000 Sq. Centimetres) | 10.7639 Sq. Feet. 1 SqBoat. ... 0. 0L «ven] 0,092903 Sq. Metre.
FaR W % ¥ i e R
SeuMidtee ol L ol L sl 1.19599 Sq. Yards. I BagaYapdl ol o 0 L 0.836126 Sq. Metre.

A # # & TIMBER MEASUREMENT.
S % & R % J A R % H & R wH AR
Cubic Metre, «ovvessvrsionsvas 423.777 Superficial Feet B.M. 1 Superficial Foot BM. ........ 0.00235973 Cubic Metre.

I = (R = M4 HR) SR I‘“?E)RRZ(&H-—-'T‘E!?EW&)%EW ®RAa #
* Wines, etc,; 12 Bottles (= 24 Half-bottles) or 12 Reputed Quarts (= 24 Reputed Pints) are accepted as equal to 9 Litres,
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MONTHLY RETURNS OF FOREIGN TRADE.

S I = g/ | o 3
I.—Imports from and Exports to Foreign Countries: Value of Merchandise.

|

=+ — A
January 1948.

FxeE -
January 1947.

% Oz R B

[C0 GG ol 1))

it N IMPORTS. C.N. § (Unit: 1000) | C.N.$ (Unit: 1000)
R ZE D MR M (3R M B4R 2| Gross Imports (including Withdrawals
)L o R R BT BODAY o e o0 TR o B bt TSR i 2,081,604,276 150,685,095
D EEMME............ Less Re-exports Abroad................ 1,207,270 59,657
EREOPM....... NET IMPORTS. .. ...cvviennn. 2,080,397,006 150,625,438
Moo EXPORTS
Bl MME..... ] Gross Exports. <. & ca v iismen «jis vesans 1,739,357,603 48,475,372
BEEDR B EE ..o Less Reimports from Abroad............ 695,285 33
B, .. NET EXPORTS. .. o0 vcnrnnnn 1,738,662,318 48,475,339
EHOEWIEE......... ToraL NeT IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 3,819,059,324 199,100,777
e e Foreign Goods Previously Imported but]
S@ ’g ’é g % Em B W Required to Pay Duty for Want of Duty-
T e S o T h s Pafd PEOOE. G5 Saai% cibering <o shado-dad o e Sers 95,464,554 9,393,676
3% 15 B Mg 2 GE [T M I & i Gross Imports of UNRRA Supplies. ...... 107,199,025 16,687,875
HOMM: .oovoeeeririnnsns Less Re-exports Abroad. ............... e 1,385,705
EHEMBTARENMT 2R NeT ImporTs oF UNRRA SupPLIES 107,199,025 15,302,170
B OoFR O # om0 & MM oW E
II.—Imports from and Exports to Foreign Countries: Value of Gold and Silver.
=+t - A lI'=1+tx4— 4
January 1948, January 1947.
B ORY OR 7 D | OB W OB a2 R )
1 IMPORTS C.N. $ (Unit: 1000) § C.N.$ (Unit: 1000)
M.l AT S G B R N IS
O TOTAL IMPORTS............
H o EXPORTS
7 oRY SRR B (SO R Gold Bullion? s o bt e W00 ki 5 <
o [ PRPRSDEHE RS W USRI (GG Ve ) i CloTngons b L s e :
Vo AR e 0 Wi a b e i Bilvet BalliGn s ol oy fikies ateimg s e "
L R R A UEOINS s £ Bt e S G et s .
RSP e o TOTAL 'EXPORTS, < ../civie o oo
EHDE&EATMH......... ToraL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS....
2
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