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PREFACE

This festschrift was conceived by students of the Hebrew Bible Project in the
summer of 2008. The 3 major parts and titles of the festschrift had already been
decided from the very conception. Part One, Archie’s Journey with Scriptures,
honors the contributions of Professor Archie C. C. Lee in the academic arena;
Part Two, Encountering Scriptures, presents essays of Lee’s students — those in
the Hebrew Bible Project, as well as Lee’s ex-students of the Chinese University
of Hong Kong; and Part Three, Exploring Scriptures, showcases essays by all
renowned scholars who have taught for the Hebrew Bible Project; and finally, are
some precious memories in pictures.

The editors of this festschrift, both Ying Zhang and Nancy N. H. Tan are
extremely grateful to all the contributors. In particular, we are most indebted to
Professor Richard Henshaw for his role as advisor throughout the project. He has
contributed by reviewing many of the essays despite his busy teaching schedule.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank him from the bottom of our hearts.
There is another contributor who must be mentioned because she has kindly helped
us in many ways to make Part One possible, securing old photos of Lee as well as
providing us important data and comments — Mrs. Alison S. M. Lee-Siu. For her
efforts and kindness, we owe her our gratitude. She painstakingly helped us keep
this project a secret until 17 June 2010, when this festschrift shall be presented to
Lee as a surprise.

Last but not the least, contributors to this festschrift would also like to
acknowledge their gratitude to Rev. Prof. Lung Kwong Lo, Director of Divinity
School of Chung Chi College, and President of the Methodist Church, Hong Kong,
for agreeing to sponsor this project under Divinity School of Chung Chi College.
We also thank Ms Kwong Ping Lee for her meticulous supervision of all technical
and management aspects of the process of publication.

Nancy Nam Hoon Tan
Ying Zhang
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ARCHIE'S JOURNEY WITH SCRIPTURES

I. Archie as an Asian Biblical Scholar and Teacher

Every student of Professor Archie C. C. Lee is familiar with a story he narrates
at least once, if not more, to every batch of students he teaches. He always tells the
story with a great deal of nostalgia. His style is vivid; one can picture the anxiety,
apprehensiveness and yet anticipative emotions of a mother and her child making their
way from Mainland China to Hong Kong, then a British colony, way back in 1949.
This story is crucial for Lee, for it defines his identity — as an Asian, a Chinese, a Hong
Konger, and one who can identify and sympathize with the colonized and the post-
colonization.

Intricately intertwined with this story is his family’s conversion to Christianity. The
clergy went to his family house and removed the idols and everything else with dragons
and similar symbols that apparently represented things Chinese. These experiences
underpin Lee to probe how Christianity can be less foreign to the Chinese. Of course
I have highlighted only Lee’s experiences, ignoring for the most part the history of
Christianity in China and Hong Kong. In any case, what identifies Chineseness. Lee
hopes to restore and reaffirm in Christianity. These are seminal to Lee’s Cross-textual
hermeneutics where texts meaningful to the reader are read with the same esteem, and
in correspondence to each other, as the Christian bible. Lee has never claimed to be
the originator of this methodology, but just as Apostle Paul found an articulation for a
Jewish sect and popularized it to the rest of the Mediterranean world at large, Lee has
re-structured Cross-textual hermeneutics for Asian biblical hermeneutics.

This is certainly not the right occasion to elaborate on Lee’s methodology of Cross-
textual hermeneutics. Nonetheless, it is incumbent to say that one of Lee’s texts remains
the Christian bible, especially the Hebrew bible, which is his forte. When it comes to the
Hebrew bible, Lee, like all postmodern scholars, plies on its ambiguity and challenges
its assumed authority, especially in the context of its western interpretations. In some
ways, ambiguities in the Hebrew bible and his texts have also become somewhat

2 BEXAHER



intimate to him at a personal level. When it comes to asking his date of birth, he almost
takes pride in the fact that it is actually “ambiguous™ — official records versus the
Chinese calendar. 1 should not go on to clarify the matter for it is best that we maintain
this ambiguity of Lee’s birth date as much as ambiguities of the Hebrew bible — so that
it may continually be revisited, re-examined and re-interpreted.

What is most inspiring about Lee as an Asian biblical scholar is not just his ardent
pursuit of Asian biblical hermeneutics, whether Cross-textual hermeneutics or the like,
but his passion for his Chinese identity, especially his identity as a Hong Konger. He is a
firm believer in justice for humanity and tries to do his part whenever he can as a dutiful
Hong Kong citizen. I am often reminded of him as a Hong Kong patriot whenever I dial
his office; it is purely a coincidence that his extension number is 6497 — June the 4" the
day Tiananmen Square protest happened in 1989, and 1997 — the year of Hong Kong’s
return to Mainland China. As we all know, Lee has written several cross-textual essays

on these two major events.

Besides Cross-textual hermeneutics, Lee’s research has in recent years taken a turn
towards the reception of the Christian bible in Asia, especially China. This field is hardly
trodden by biblical scholars but it is unsurprising for Lee to pioneer it, considering his
passion for promoting Asian biblical hermeneutics. It is with great expectations that we
look forward to his future contributions.

The most significant project Lee has undertaken in the last ten years is the Hebrew
Bible Project (grant by United Board) — the enlistment of 10 non-Christian Mainland
Chinese Scholars for a Ph.D. programme in the Hebrew Bible (2003-2008). It has
not been done elsewhere before. Lee successfully engaged internationally renowned
scholars of the Hebrew Bible to teach and train these Ph.D. students. Most of us who
have contributed to this festschrift are in one way or another part of this project. I think
the most heart-warming part of this project is that Lee takes it as his personal duty to
ensure that each of his students, upon graduation, has secured a job. Statements his
students make when they were about to complete their programme are an eloquent
testimony to Lee’s commitment; each student says Lee has taken pains to talk to so
and so or has made arrangements to secure a job or a research opportunity for him/her.
Indeed, all his students are indebted to him for the use of his resourceful network.

The excitement over this festschrift when it was first initiated by his Hebrew Bible
Project students says a million words about the profound sense of gratitude each one
of them has towards the highly esteemed teacher and the mentor. Equally telling has
been the enthusiastic participation of all the visiting scholars who have contributed to
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