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UFOs

Not long ago, an aeroplane was flying over New Zealand.
There was a television camera crew on board. Suddenly, out
in the night sky, a bright sphere came into view., Everyone
on board saw it and everyone thought, “UFO” —Unidentified
Flying Object. The camera crew went into action and started
filming. That week people all over the world saw the film
of this mysterious light on their television screens. What was
1t? Was it a spaceship full of visitors from another planet?
The captain of the aeroplane and the film crew believed it
was. Other observers bhad many different explanations. Some
said it was Venus. Others said it was just a trick of light.

An air traffic controller also saw it on his radar screen.
tle thought that a flock of birds was causing dots on his
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radar screen when the “UFQ” appeared.

Most astronomers now believe that what these people saw
was almost certainly the planet Venus. At that time of year
it is very bright and easy to see. And from a moving aero-
plane it can éppear to be moving fast. So far there is no
proof that UFOs or spaceships from other planets do exist.
These f,rears investigators of UFOs have investigated thou-
sands of sightings — Or occasions when people said they
saw a UFO. Ninety per cent of these turned out to have a
simple. explanation.

However, it’s a good idea to keep an open mind. Scien-
tists in some countries are trying to persuade their govern-
ments to help them study UFOs. And they are planning to
co-operate internationally on reporting and investigating
sightings of UFOs.

After all, it is quite possible that there is life out there
in the universe. And if something is alive, it is quite pos-
sible that it will come to visit us.

New Words

1. camera ['kemoro] n. AR AH LS S0 AL
2. crew (kru:] =. 245 % b (BL) &

camera Crew | %224
3. sphere " [sfia] % IRy RS JE M
4. view [vju:] a. s BB AR

. vl ¥ -

5. everyone [‘evriwan] pron. AAN;EBA
6. unidentified [anai dentifaid] a. ARy

7. action | [‘wekfon] n. frah; 47 A 1ER
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8 [mis'tisries] a.
9, spaceship ['speisfip] n.
10. captain ['keeptin] =.
11. observer [ab'za:ve] n.
12. explanation ‘ekspla'neifon] n.
13. trick trik] a.
14. traffic M treefik] n.
15. controller ‘kon'traula] n.
air traffic controller

16. radar ['reida] n.
17. flock [fiok1 n,
18. bird [ba:d ]| n.
19. cause [koiz ]| vi.

: e
20. dot [dot] n.
21. astronomer [os'tranama] n.
22. proof [pru:f] =.
23. exist [ig'zist] vi.
24. investigator [in'vestigeita] .
25. investigate [in'vestigeit] vt., vi.
26. sighting ['saitin] =.
27. occasion [o'keizgon] =.
28, persuade [pa(:)'sweid] vi.
29. government ['gavenment] =.
30. co-operate [kou'apereit] vi.

. internationally

New Zealand
Yenus

[inta(:) 'nefonli] ad.

(mju:'zi:land]

'vi:nes]
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Phrases and Expressions

come into view (%) &3
go into action B AR, 85 T AR
turn out G H
keep an open mind AN 5T Fi 5 h
after all B ds 2% 97
Notes

. and everyone thought, “UFO” — Unidentified Flying Object.

ol B, KE AN X b2 AW K18,

A 4R LA A% 4. ... and everyone thought that it was “UFO”
— Unidentified Flying Object,
Was it a spaceship full of visilors from another planei?
CBRE—EKEHD - ITEMMBRENFH RS,

full of visitors from another planet XA 2 i kiiE, £ & CiE,
{i& Wi 4417 spaceship, |
... what these people saw was almost certainly the planet Venus,
X S A BT E B LT H AR A

what these people saw A FEj5 M%), what #2J that which,
A {ES) A saw fh 5B,

And from a moving aeroplane it can appear to be moving fast.

= e

A IETE €4TRY COLEF 2, & 8 A T RE Rl =47,
can appear to be moving —&E{EHiE.
So far there is no proof that UFOs or spaceships from other planels

do exist.

FH pi bk, A RTH SRR KMTEMS & SRR LA, M
FHER 2 A (s AR, E—FiEB 4R proof iy J KA

2o WAy do, &R EE X,



Unit 1 5

6. These years investigators of UFOs have investigated thousands of
sightings — or occasions when people said they saw a UFO.
Xsedade, AW RITHHRMRAFERE T RT LyEE HEA, dWsta Al
FE FRORIR B kAW KA i,

when peaple said they saw a UFO JiEiE M4y, &0 E 4R 4
ii] occasions, X Ay or FA“H, WEkE". SIHFEALE, (2R UNIT
2 iy STRUCTURE STUDY)

Exercise 1 Choose the right answer according to the text.

1) The captain and the camera crew believed that UFO was .,
a) a mysterious light
b) a moving aeroplane
¢) a visiting spaceship from another planet

2) ____ believed that the UFO was Venus.
a) Other observers

- b) Most astronomers

¢) Many investigators

3) So far there is no proof that ____.
a) the UFO is a flock of birds that causes dots on the radar

screen

b) UFOs are spaceships full of visitors from outer space
¢) UFOs are just a trick of light

4) Scientists in many countries are planning ___.
a) to investigate thousands of sightings of UFOs
b) to help their governments study UFOs
c) to co-operate internationally in the study of UFOs

5) Intelligent life in the universe, if there is any, may try —__.
a) to make a visit to us
b) to talk to us
¢) to send messages to us
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Exercise 2 Put in the right phrase.

go into action look at
come into view turn out
take pictures of look for

Early this year, the captain of a New Zecaland plane saw
some strange (#r#£AY) dots on his radar screen. Soon after, several
strange flying objects . The f{ilm crew on board the. plane
— at once, and began to —___ the strange flying objects. The
next night pictures of these UFOs were being shown on TV sets
throughout the world. - UFOs were in the news. People began
trying to —_ UFOs. More people began to —__ the sky. Almost
at once UFOs were talked of all over the world. Questions rained
hard and fast on to the newspaper. But they —___ to have no

good answers.

Exercise 3 Choose the appropriate words.

1) (That year, These years) anything unusual (A4 ) in the
sky might be thought of as a sirange object, so more people
telephoned their newspapers — and there were more UFO
stories.

2) (That same night, These days) an air traffic controller also
saw some strange dots on his radar screen.

3) Scveral ships have been lost in the Bermuda Triangle (& %k
=) (these years, those days).

4) W'E are investigating some sightings of UFOs (these days, that
week).

Exercise 4 Answer the following questions.
1) What did the camera crew do when a bright sphere came into
view? _

2) What did people all over the world see on their TV screens
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that week?
3) What did the air traffic controller think when the UFO ap-
peared on his radar screen?
4) What are some scientists in a few countries trying to do?
5) What have the investigators of UFOs investigated these years?
6) Is there any life on other planets?

WORD STUDY

Some

a.

1. —48 35T, LA (5 8400 S8 A wl B 4410 0E )
There is still some gasoline left in the tank.
R — S,
The students in the Physics Department did some experi-
ments before they began to write their reports.
P RFEEHRERE Z T LA EE.

2. Y- (S8 An R GER)
The captain of that spaceship landed at some place on
the moon.

ABA% = RO AT TE A BREE Hh B B

After John had been shown round the earth station, he

had some idea of a dish-shaped antenna.

)z T IR R S Z ), M REE T —2 71 7,
pron.

—&, EHT(E of EM, IREHM A, BFA T E i)

Soon after the explosion, some of the poisonous gas was

blown over to the nearby villages.



