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RHETORIC IN PRACTICE

CHAPTER I

THE BACKGROUND AND FIELD
OF RHETORIC

Historical Background of Rhetorie

Rhetoric is one of the oldest organized subject treated
in the world of literature. About twenty-three centuries
ago, during the time of Aristotle in Greece, Rhetoric was
congsidered as one of the few important branches of
learning. Of course the field of rhetoric was then rather
limited. In Aristotle’s Rhetoric it embraced only the
following three subjects capable of systematic treatment,
namely:

1. The possible sources of proofs
2. The style

3. The right ordering of the paris of a speech.

From the above it can be easily traced how Rhetoric was
originally applied only to oral expression, constituting
mainly what we call to-day the Argumentation. This
oral nature of Rhetoric was quite a historical one; it
remained so all through the Middle Ages. Even down te
about the beginning of the 18th century it was not much
changed. John Locke, the noted English philosopher of
the latter part of the 17th century, was quoted to have



